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REMARKS OF Mr. CLAYTON, or GEoRGIa,
On the Assay Dbill.

MR Cramrman: 1 have listened with much pleasure
to the remarks of the gentleman from New York,
{Mr. Roor,) who has just taken his seat, though it 15 n«t
the first time I have heand the same speech, which seems
as well calenlated for one thing as another, and 1 never
heard it without deriving some iunstruction from it, upon
things in general. !
Iate the gold coin of the country in order to preventt
from being. withdrawn from circulation will be a good
law, and I promise him to give it my heurty support
- -whenever it shall come up, but it has nothing to do with
the question now before us. Can it be a gpod reason ¢
forbid the establishment of an Assay Office in the Soutls
because the American gold coins, as at present regulates!
by law, are too pure? Ce}-luinly not. _
you say the gold shall be Jett in the earth ll!_l t_he Legislu-
ture fixes the proper value of the coins itis imntended to
supply. In the discussion ol every subject that comes
. before this House, two things are chicfly to be consider-
ed. First, have we the power? Second, is it expedient?
With regard to the first, we seem, Mr. Chairman, to ]mve
~ gotten into a kind of country dance, where constitutional
scruples are changing sides, and after setting to cach
~ other in very different views of that instrument, we are
crossing over to assime opposite positions. Now, sir, |
do trust that becanse we of the South have heretofore
been, as we vught to be, very scrupulous about the pow-
ers of this House and the sacred charucter of the Consti-
tution, that therefore wve shall be denied credit for our
‘sincerity when we do admit the powers uf Congre:s.
Because we have entertained cdoubts on many tormer

uestions, we shall be compelled to do so on all others
that may come befure wus where the cry of uncoustitu.
tionality is set up. 1 had hoped that the clear and unan.
.swerable exposition given by the honorable gentleman
from New York, (Mr. Prxprevox,) hud quieted all sus.
picions on this subject, but if doubts are yet entertained,

rmit me to present a short view of what 1 consider to
‘be the powers of this House, on the questions under con-
sideration. The Constitution gives to Congress the right
¢ to coin money, regulste the value thereof, and of Yo
reign coin.’”” ~Now the first thing which has been done
to effectuate this power was to establisha Mint. [Ilad
Congress a rightto do this? I prcsume no one will deny
it.  This proposition, therefore, needs for its supporl
no argumnnt, ' Connected with the Mintis an Assa
Oflice, the clear and dJistinct object of which is to test
the fineness of the metal to be cuined inorder to fix and
¢ regulate the value thereof,”” when it assumes the shape
of money. Does any, under this use of such an insti
tion, deny the right of Congress to establish an Assay
office? Noane, I presume. Then, we have these two
. positions proved, that Congress may establish a M, and
connect therewith an office to aseertain the value of
‘metal to be coined. Now I maintain thatif it be necessa-
Ty, in the honest import of that word, Congress may es-
tablish either a Mint or a branch of the Mint in eachState.
Or it may remove the Mint from Philadelphia, where it is
now located,to such place as it may think most conducive
to the advancement of the great objects for which it was
designed. ‘There is no obligation on the part of the Gov-
ernment to fix or keep the Mint at Philadelphia ; but,
sir, we do not ask toremore it—we are net so unreason
able as to wish it ; besidesits centrul position, the great
expenseat which the Government has been to erect it
there, would inckne us to let it remain where it is. We
do not ask either to have another Mint established in the
South, nor even a branch of the Mint. We simply ask,
for the sake of saving expense, to erect nothing more
than that simple department connected with the Mint,
commonly called an Assay office. We want, if I may
use the expression, the Mint at Philadelphia elongated so
as to reach to ourgold region, we want it stretched over
the whole country, not by ed:fices and apparatus, which
will be a source of great expenditure, but by the opera-
tion of a law. We think the act we propuse will give us
vittually 2 Mint. We wunt to be placed in the same situ-
ation of those whose great wealth or contiguity to the
Mint, enables them to go day by day aud obtain a fair and
full price for their gold, and consequently for their
honest labor. By way of illustration we wish the labor-
ing man to have it ‘in his power to carry his gold himselt
o the Mint, and getting itstrue value instead of its pass-
ing into second hands, the hends of the speculator, who
by reason of his superior wealth, can wait for its proceeds
and carry it there at his leisure, full well kvowing his
profits, will pay him {for his'delay. Again, we wish our

people to be pluced in the condition.of those who might |

happen to have mines immediately in the neighborhood
of the Mint, if, for instance the good people residing
upon the banks of the Delaware and Schuylkill, in the

vicuity of Philadelphia, should have the gowl fortune to |
discover gold mines upon their lands, every one would |

8t once perceive of what great advantage their proximity
te the Mint would be to them. ‘T'iey could carry to that
‘establishment at the close of every day the fruits of their
labor, and realize immediately that which woukl com-
mand certainly the support, if not the higher comforts of
life. Now, sir, thisis just whuat we want for the honest
and industrious people of the South, who have asked but
- little of you, and have often had that little refused. And
we think the small request contuined in that bill will ac.
camphsn that object. We do notask far a Mint, but we
ask for that which will as ¢ffectually answer our purpose,
-and which will cost comparatively nothing. Indeed we
might, with some shew of justice, contend for the whole
establishment i'self, becuuse it is emphatically the gold
region of the United States, and would seem to be the
-place befitling this institution, upon the popular though
trite truiem that 2a thick and wealthy settlement is better
for & Mint than an unfrequented desert.

With regard to the expediency of the measure the Le-
gislature usually compares the expense of the object with
the benefit to be produced, and as all governments are
intended to advance the prosperity of its citizens, the
-number to be benelitted enters very materially-into the
consideration of the question. Now, sir, recent and in

creasing discoveries have ascertained beyond all doubs:
that there is a gold bank, immensely valuable, stretching
from Virginia through Northand S. Carolina, Georg'a, and
Alabama, inchuling five States. - It must be perceived at
one glance, what a number of people will be concerned
in extracting this precious metai, in the-language of the
gentleman of New York, from the earth., Aund shail the
pitiful expense of a few thousand dollars deter Congress
trom extending to these people so important an object ?
These people have paid their taxes to the Government,
and bave as much right to expect a portion thereof return-

‘ed to'them in the distribution of its favors as any uther
part of the Unioa.

Are you nat appropriating your thousands year af
ter year upon your Navy, your Army, upon internal im-
provements and other objects not now necessary to be
‘mentioned!  What is it for? For ti e benefit of the Peo
vle, either at large, ar in those sections whtere these ap-
proprlations  happen to have showa their peculiar bles-

When, before, has an appropriation been refused if it
was to promote the industry of the Country, or it the pre-
text could be found, to enzouruge ™ domestic labour?
Now, fuor the first time, when neurly atl concur ip the

power of Congress to grant the object—when whole

States are to be benefitted by the apprupriation—when

in comparison with the
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our constiutional scruples to the South, we have been

honest, if mistaken, for we haxe often refused benefits
under the firm belicf we hud no right
8 case, we did believe the Gorver-
ment bad the power to grant our request—we did be-.

comph%nce with our wishes would effect a dou.
ose. The first great object would be to benefit

the expense -is scarcely nothing
advantage to be attained, beliold, it hec
to be frugal, and to take .care of the
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public treasury!

when offered 10 us,
to them ; but in thi

heve its
ble purp |
iself, and consequenily the whel
tially, but equally and universally, It way, as | verily
lieve, always the intention of the framers of the Constita
tion to fuund the currency of the Government
metallic bysis. It was to be a hard money curren
only true security of property. If this be truc,
be of more impurtance to the
secure and keep in circulaticn as much of the
metals 2s it is in the power of the
This reaches to every man high

¢ commuaity, not par
be

Government to obtain

== ¢ 2fford facilitics to the gold digger to briag his gold to the

Mg, and thereby the great purposes ol that inslit_uliun,
and the still greater objects of the Government, in fur.
nishing a metallic currency, wiil certainly be promoted.
We do not ask the exercise of the constitutional power.
merely to benefit a certain elass of individuals, for that is
impossible. ‘Y'he nmoment you hold out an inducement
to one single man to bring his bullion to the miat, you
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inevitably benefit. every man in'the community ; for that
bullion, when converted into coin, may find its way into
every pocket in the Nation. It has been said that the
object only of this bill is to furnish a market for the gold
diggers. Now, sir, suppnse we grant this, what does the
argument amount to?  lIs there a beuter sarticle n this
wide worll to purchase than gold? Whoge:s i?  Does
not the Government buy it? And for whom and for what
purpose’ ‘T'o throw it away ? Not so; it 18 to answer a
great federal purpose, necessary to the effectuation of a
great sovereign right, no less than that of prov:dmg a
sound, useful, and lasting- currency for the commuuity,
without which, neither the operations of the Govern-
ment, nor the wants of its People could ﬁ_nd their indis.
pensable support and relief. Buat, sir,_is ¢ P“;“iblt‘- we
hear this measure objected to because it supplies a mar-
ket—a ¢ home market”—to this species of industry ?
How long has this doctrine censed to be orthodox ? Have
we never heard of such a thing before ! Yes, sir, we

Thave, and in cases where the market was not for the ex-

clusive benefit of the Government, but for the peculiar
gain of a fuvored class. Not for carrying into cffect an
acknowledged power of the Government lor the benefit
of the whole community, without distinction, but to en-
courage and protect special and privileged interests. If
this were to benefit the gold diggers alone [ would not
ask 1t ; but l koo v it is to produce s higher and wider ad-
vantage to"every part and portion of the Union. Itis

ubliged to be the case, Every dollar brought from the

carth and coined into money, from the constant circulas
tion of that useful article, may, in the payment of debts
and the relief of wants, perform the oftice of thousands ;
and, sir, I believe, that half a milion of dollars will be
extracted from the mines of Georgia alone, during the
next year; something like $250,000 was raised last, and
part of that clundestinely by intruders from other States.
Georgia has distributed her gold region among her citi-
zens i Jots-of forty acres, thereby multiplying the ope-
rators to such an extent us must necessanly result ina
most profitable production of this useful metal, All we
want is to have these honest laborers affurded those faci-
hties which wealthy men, or those residing in the neigh-
borhood of the Mint, enjoy from that institution, We
think an Assvy Office wiil effectually secure these facili-
ties. We think it will protect our citizens from the frauds
nl}_d‘impusitiuns of speculators, who swarm sround the
mining operatives,-as is penerally the cuse in all other
laborious pursuits, depemling upon their wits to obtan
that for which they are too lazy to work. ‘the mines are
on the frontiers, and herctofore, in consequence of the
want of skill on the purt of miners, in judging of the
genuineness of paper money—for it is a well known fact
that bad money is a{ways thrown out upon the circumfe-
have been greatly defrauded by
receiving for the fruits of their labor counterteit bills. Be-
siles this, money of a most suspicious credit 1s put upon’
them, and in a late case, by the failure of a Bank, it is
probable they lost something aver ane hundred thousand
dollurs. It is to guard against evils like these, and to

provide the ready means of converting speedily the pro- |

ceeds of their labour into 'vhiat will command the neces-
saries of life, that we ask for an agency conncceted with
the Government, in which we can confide, to test and
stamp the value of our gold, or ta give us from your Mint
s true value. We want you todraw Phitadelpnia within
our neighborhood, which we say can be done, for all our
purposes, by a law estyblishing an Assay Oflice, aud we

sincercly believe, we ask nothing unreasonable, when it
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)s remembered how great the advantage which must ne-
cessarily accrue to the Governmeut, as well as to a large

portion of its people, who have never harassed you with
very many pelitions. |

WASHINGTON FEMALE ACADEMY.

THE duties of this Seminary will be resumed on Mon
day next, the 7th of January.

Youug Ladies desiraus of acquiring a knowledge of

Music, can receive instruction on the Piano, separate from

the other duties of the Academy.

tion, in the various hianches taught, is the best evidence
of the attention which is paid to their instruction, and of
the merits of the system pursued. |

| E. B. MILLS,
J4an S—I1m 6. &T.)  Principul
VENISON, BUTTER, &-.
USV received by J. D JAMES, & Co.,at J. Coburn’s

The rapid progiess made by the pupils of this Institu. ;
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old stand, next door to the Bank of the Metropolis— -

. of various kinds.

A sm |l lot of fresh Venison,

1,000 1b. fresh Roll Butter,
50 Kegs Glade do 4
25 Barrels Pippin and other Apples, |

30 bbls. halves and quarters, first quality Phila-
deiphia Buck Wheat,

50 Boxes halves and quarter Bunch 'Ruisins,
20 Drums tresh Figs,
10 Boxes fresh Prunes,

Expected this Day—

A full assortment of Havana Sweetmeat

|
;
s, and Pickles

Mushroom, Walnut, and Tomatoes Catsup, with a varie-
ty of other articles adapted to the season—all of which
will be sold on accommodating terms.

Jan 33t
rl'lHI'; Subscriber huas a comfortable two Story Brick
Dwelling House for rent, in perfect repair, at a
moderate rent.

HOULSE TO LET

|

T

LEWIS JOHNSON,
Pennsylvania Avenue.

STAMBOUL—¥From Constantinople.

HAT BEAUTIFUL HORSE, of the finest breed of
horses known among the Arabians, and a present |
from the Grand Sultan to the American Minister at Con- ;
stantinople. | | | j
This beautiful animal, 3 genuine member of ,the Ovel
Nogdi breed of bhorses, and justly esteemed by the
Arabians the first in rank and value of all their horses, |
will continue at his tormer stand, the residence of the |
suhscriber, forty miles East of Lexington, aad eight
miles east of Mountsterling, Kentucky, on the main Vir-
ginia road, near the Olvmpian Springs, and will be let
to mares at T'wentv-five Dollars the geason, to be paid
before the marc is taken away. | |

1 have fine pasturage and good fencing, and will be
particular with mares sent to the horse, hut will not be
accountable for any accigents or escapes, should any hap.
pen. Pasturage for mares from a distance will be fur
nished gratis ; and, should it be required, will be grain.
fed at filty cents per week. No charge will be made for
the board of rervants sent with mares.

[ have in addition two exteunsive blue grass pastures,
aboutsone hundred acres in small grain, (rye principally, )
which mares from a distance sent to foal at the stand,
snd with young colts, cun have the benefit of until the
grass 18 1n proper condition for them; it is now very fine.
‘Thie season witl commeunce in February and end in July,
as it is my intention not 10 let the horse serve more than
WO mares per day, if it can be possibly avoided, bat un-
der o circumstances more than three. The past sesson
he only served two per day, throughout the whole sea-
son, with the exception of two or three times. .

Great prejudice exists wish many, and justly, too, 1
have no dou b, agaiust breeding from harses in this coun-
try ¢ calied Arab:ans;”’ but may not ali their disappoiut-
ments and imposition result from the fact that the horse |
was not from a breed of any ralue or esteem among
themselves ! The Arubians reckon six different breeds
of horses which they regard of value, to wit: Quel Nag-
di, (Stamboul’s breed,) Djelfe Scelaoui, Qvel Mofki,
Ooel Saly, and Ooel Tridi.  T'he thiee first named being
decidedly the finest, and I huve the American Minister’s
letter tn the tlon. Heury Clay, showing that Stamboul is
of the first tribe mentioned, and hereby refer to that ce-
lebrated Turkish traveller, Ali Bey, Vol. 11, pages 130-
Jl, and 316-17-18, as evidence of the great superionity

of Stamboul’s brecd, and that he is without a rival jon
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privilege in this': ‘Mo particulur class is benchitted mare
“han another. -"4F Congressis *“to coin money snd regi.
ate the vefue thereof” it must establish a- Mint, but of
what consequence i & Mint withbut metals to coin? [t
mmy- be said it 1 open to every man who may choose to
bring bis bullion to be coined, and he shall veccive the
- value thereof in hard money. Tbat iz precisely what the
wisdom of this Goverament ought to encaurage. It should

this Continent in point of blood, being himself at the
Jountain head of purity! A .

Stamboul, to measure h:m with a plumb up and down
the fore Ky is 15 hasids high. - We-advertised him Jast
yearas 144 ; he was then measured behind the fore leg.
He 15 a beautiful dark chesnut sorre), with one white

Jan o—w4w JOHN N. PAYNE. |



