We publish to day, from the Southern Re.
corder, a letter from Judge Claytdn, of Geor-
gia, in relation to the fupture of the Cherokee
‘negotiation at the end of the last sestion of
Congress. 1t will be seen that it cothpletely
and entirely confirms every thing that we have
said in relation to that aflair, It is as plain as
any thing can be, that the Govérnor waa
campletely outwitted by the Clierokees, ang,
~ to use the wonls of Secretary Cass, vras *strified
with,” by the Cheiokee delegation. They
kept up the furce of negotiation to the very day
- of the pagsage of the blaody bill; and it was
not until the morning after the passage, that
they told tfie astanished Sccretery, that thep
could do nuthing more in {L¥ busificsys |

From the silence of Governor Cass, on the
remark of Judge Clayton, that the passage of
the force bill was the cause of thelr refusal to
continue the mnegotiation, it would seem that
the Governor agreed with him in opinion.

We hope that if may not be considered thas
we wish to cast the elightest cenauare upon Go-
vernor Cass; ont atcount of the fiilure of the
negotiation. Its success was prevented by
considerstions of much more importance, than
a few millions more or lesa of thie people’s mo-
ney being bestowed upot o band of savages.

The passage of the farée bill might citablich
‘a particulsr interpretation of the ‘Comtitution,
and might help to make a4 Prasidenty



"LETTER.

. There has appeared in the Federal Hnion, £3
I understand, tur it is o paper I seldom see and
never read, a letter from one of its corrcspone
dents, at Washington, stating that the. treaty
with the Cherokees wus broken off by a past of
the Georgia d legiation. Now tliis suggestion,
so fur ss 1 am individually concerned, and as [
verily believe, in reference to the rest of my cols
Jleagues intended to be implicated, is as false as
il i3 tnfamous; and when he comes to be known
it wilt be found that- 1 bave put the denial in a
sufficiently strong point of view. 1 state posie
tively I do not knuw the persons composing the
Indian delegation, that I never spoke to, or had
any commuiication directly or indirectly with
any of them upon any subjeet whatever, and
ducing the last and preceding sessivig of Cont
gress, I studivusly avoided having any concern |
‘with them, believing they were the dupes and
tools of mere poaliticians, seeking to promote
their selfish projects through the instrumentali.
ty of public sympathy in their behalf, and at
the expense of the interest of Georgin,



The Administration believed, and had go give
en aut, tha' there would be n; difficulty io pro-
curing a treaty, and public opinivn scemed to
be vettled in that expoctation and gratified at
the prospect of such anissue, ‘The firat int.-
mation of a contrary result, came from the Se.
cretary of War himself, and that on the evening
befure Congr:ss adjourned. Oa that evening,
being Friday, and the day after the passage of
the force bill, Guv..Cass came to the Capitol, .
and zent in fur one of the members from Geor
gia. His massage delivered to me, I immed:-
stely waited upun him. He commenced by ob-
serving, that he had culled to reques: an intefs
view with the Guorgia representation, at bis
office, on the next morning at 10 o’clock, and
then said, the object of it was to consult us 23
to the course necessary to be pursued in rcls-
tion to the treaty with the Chervkees, e state
ed, he considered the Gavernmznt had been
trifled with by their del gationy that after give
ihg evary rcasonxble indication of their ntens
tions to treat, they had strangely and suddenly
broken off the negatiatior.  Hceremarked, that
several propositions had passed betoeen them
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{rom time to tine, and that {finally the Indians
a:ked to know what the Government would
give for their lsnds, in a round sum, and they
would go off on their own ¢4 hook,’ as they ¢3-
ptessed it. .He saidy le replied, two millions
and a half of dollars. ‘Fhey took time to consi
der the offer, an.d on yestzrday morning, 'Thurs
day, he stated, they called to inquirs it the Pre}
siden would give no mmore, Hceanswered, pere
haps the I'resident would give a little more, 13
ther than the treaty shou'a tai}; they rejoined,
that unless he would give a. greal decl mure,
therc was no use fur [iuther negotiations, 19
this remark, wuich he said surprised him verf
much, lie replicd, ¢ meet me atthe President’s
to-moirow morning, Fricday, snd we will asser
tain what addnional sum the P'rosident willgvo
you.” Fhey promised to do so, but 1o by a8~



tonishment, they had failed, and had aldressed
Lim a nate, requesting to know whean it would
suit the President to admit them fo t.ke leave
of him. Now, ssid he, we haverome idea of
offering three milliens for their land, and I wish
to know whether your dtltg&tion will advise
the measure. . 1 gnswered without hesitation,
that  would--nay, if necessay, he cught to give
more. For though it was too much, yet it wus
a properly, we Ollght _lo_have had long a‘o; our
citizzns had, and were daily scquiring it under
a late digposition of it by the State, were going
into the posszessiun of it, and as we could never
consent, let the consequences be what they
might, to:-have that posszssion disturbed, ¥ did
think, for the gake of pesce, and thea ljustment
of a much vex.d and exciting question, that tie
1and could scarcely be purchased too deurly.
I, promiged to meet bim next morning, and
accordingly did so, finding none uther of our
delegation there butJudge Wayne. I repeated
what I Lad 8.:id un the evening before, in which
Judge Wayne concurred, and he said he weuld
draw up 8 wrilten communicstion to that effect,
and obtain the signatures of the whole repre-
sentativn, which I approved, nnd ha:l no doubt
it would meet with the similsr approbatign of
the rest of the delegation. 1 heard no more of
it, Congress adjourned next evening, and the
members separated. Iafierwards undenstood
that three millions of dollars had been oftered

by tic Government, anl that the Indians had
propescd to sabmit the offer to a meeting of
the nation, some time in this month; if they ‘

would agree to take it, there would bea tre.ty.

Atan interview on Saturday morning, I men.
tioned in the presence of Gov. Cass and Judge
Wayne, that the force bill had veen the cause
of the fuilure—the former made no reply, the
Jatter cbserved, he did not think 8o, but belicva
ed a set of white men had sssociated themsxelves
with the Indians for the pur-pose of making a
speculation out of the Government. 1remark-
ed, granted, swhich I though not uanlikely; yet
every onc must perceive the force bili would be
the cause of thaf; if vo other mischief resulted
from the Jaw, it wculd at lcast cost the Govern.

ment mony thousands mors than would other-
wize have been demanded.
o A. 8. CLAYTON,




