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Col. Sanford to Gor. Gilmer.
Aapxey, At Sceppenr’s, Jan, 92, 1831,
s Exeellency George R, Gilmer,

Sin—In my letter of the 15th inst. to your Excel-
leney, [ mentioned that €ol. Nelson was chnrged
with an expedition to the Upper Mines,  On Monday.
the 17ih inst, he retarned to Head Quarters, having
suseessfully accomplished the ohject of his march,
I regret, Lowever, to add, that in the performunce of
that duty, he has had to encounter difficultics of the
most serious and embarrassine nature,  § oregret jt
the racre, inasimuch, as I may have induced the be-
liet’ that the law in relation to this territory would
be readily submitted to, and would itselt, thus be-
come a suflicient sufe-guard ol the interest it was de-
signed to preteet. 1 inust confess, however, that |
have been mistaken « not; indeed, in the charncter
of those from witom the opposition has arisen, Lut
from the daring und outrageous manner of their re-
sistance.  Col. Nelson, in his enterprise upon Da-
niel’s (Upper Minea,) having succeeded in arresting
several persons, cuilty of worlune the mines since
the Ist,, tieir friends wnd former associateg hecame
apprised by sone means of their eapture, and from
their subsequent conduct, no dsubt, resolved upon
their relcase.  For this purpose, they assembled in
force {between 59 und Gi) early in the suorning of the
1ith, at Leather's Ford, having uecertained that the -
command with the prisoners, would cross the Chay-
tatee at that pliee. T'he first act of their hostility
was indicated by their having enused a number of
obstructions in the passure” of the river. with the
view of harrassing the detachment and otherwise
perplexing and retarding its movements. ‘I'hese

were, however, avoided without uny great difliculty,
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and the opposite shors liaving been reached in safe-
tv, the van escorting the prisiners, resumed its line
of mareh. 1t had proceeded but a short distance,
when the Sergeant commanding the rear, brought
intellirence of its being attacked, to {lol. Nelron,
Having sceured the prisoners (11 in number) with a
sufiicient guard, he hastened immediately to the
scene of engagement, Upon Lis approach, the ay-
sailantidedisted from their attick, with the excep-
tion of three, who continued the assanl. with great
fury, until checked by the lm{unct. One of theso,
the vilest of the vile, ‘received a couple of severe
woundy, believed at the time, to have been mortal;
hut upoi examination, it was found that he was not.
likely to experience the fate so richly merited by his
intimous lite, and etill more infamous conduct in
this afitay. Previously to the rencounter, he had, I
learn, professed the utinost contompt of Georgia, her
lows, her officers, denied her jurisdiction over thim
territory, and encouraged these who were inelined,
to violate her recent enactinents in relation thereto,
with the protection ot his ralorons arm.  In the prac.
tieal demnonstraiion of his prowess, he has learned a
lesson, which may hereafter be serviceable to him-
selfs and a bhint toall others who may be disposed to
invade our rizhts or infringe cur laws.  Its good ef-
feets have already been experienced, for I under.
stood, that un less than 70 of these desperate and
uhandoned wretehes have suddenty disappeared from
therr former haunts in the settlements,  Fven hefore
the ceeurrence of the affair at the Ford, individual
menthers ol the guard, whenalone, had been insulted,
und menncedin o manner that evidenced the most in-
veterale & rancorous feeling, Aware of their hostility,
from what Lie tho had seen, Col, Nelson advised his
men toa eautions and eireumspect deportinent whilst
passinge thens, & torefrainfromany expressions orob-
servations, in the most remote degree caleulated to
enrage or proveke them.  In obedience to this order,
the command were proceeding guietly and peaceably,
when the cutragreous abuse ot this horde, elicited a
reply from one of bis men,  In an instant, as it by
pre-concert, the whole clan comnenced gathering
stones, billets of wood, and every species of missile,
diseharging them at the ~uard. "It was with the ut.
most disticulty thot they were restrained from returns
ing this vnexpeeted salutation with a volly of mus-
ketry— i and again were their pieces levelled,
whilst the often repented, order ** reserve your fire,'”
alene preventad their discharre.  Your Excelloncy
wilt discoverin thisattaek, 2 plan previously arrnged
wud direstod with constderable military tact.  The
calenlated thit by engaging with the rear, that the
front having charge of the prisoners, would be ne-
cessarily ealled toits relief) and that an opportunity
woind thus be presented of efivcting their escape in
the contusion which would ensue, “Fhe precaution
of the commanding efiicer prevented the accomplishe
mentot this desion. Having fuiled in theirattempt,
they next sought his arrest by legal process, and ac-
cordingly i warraut was obtained, demnnding the
surrender of himselfand cominand.  Secing the ve-
ry improper purpose for which this writ was issued,
he deterninined that it sheuld not prevent him from
doing his duty, and accordingly marched to Gaines-
ville with his priscners, where eight of them were
committed for trial at the next court.  Having thus
sotten rid o his eharge, he declared that it was nei-
ther his wish nor intention, whilst apprehending
othera for vielating the law, to oppose uny resistance
o it himzell’s that the eourse ke had pursued, was
founded inn sense of duty 5 if inits discharge, he
had done wreng, he was willing to submit hinself to
any tribunal having cognizance of his affince, The
hue and ery against the Guard for its conduct in this
tranguetion, Tus spread far amd wide, through the
country.  Valschoods, aceusing them of erimes of
tite wmost atroeions ane rravated eharacter, nre dai-
ly fabrieated and civeulatod for the purpose of rene.
dering thenm adicus to the public, The motive for
thig is too pelpable to be mistaken for a sinele mo-
ment. "The nimes under the protection given them,,
are no lonrer o source of prolit and cmployment—
Misrepresentition aud ealumuy have busied theme.
selves inexei s clamour; and (-l:mxnurilisthunght
will effeet the removal of the traops. The mines:
will then Le left deivnecless, and an opportunity-
woain ttrded them of renewine their depredations-
whilst linpiinaty is seeured then by their numnbers,,
Phese are the caleulations of the fdle znd the disso-.
hete, Phescare their avowed oljeets, and really,,
Sir, ther have setat work systeninticaily for their
sent. Tuany fermer letter, T said somes-
; about this cliss of peeple, 1 cannot now dis-
s Liera, without expressing to your Exscelleney my
conviction, that lh«-}n-. does nat exist on eurth, elsea
where, beings so vielous ap d so depraved. To me
l:n'y ::v-*m! > e pre dcs'.in:_ncd and incorrigible, and
tant the punishments of this world are inadequate to
theirerimes. Yot, evar, with these miscrennts, when
:::::]Hl”;'d to 'lll”llll‘(l”l’(“lrl’l -l.l'l lLiave unilvrmly inr:ll-
{ Meportinent, and 1 hope your Fxa
('vII.vn(Q 1 |~v)n:\‘o that nothing has been done
which th 1 od of the country did not "”’,'llrt'au.v/y
dcmn'nll. .I his has Leen my constant aim, and eve-
ty thing will be done havinga tendency in the least
degree towards its promation,
‘T'he Guard, notwithstanding the
i i » " 5
o Cal. Nelaun Joh thie o 1 o, e oouniand
Mines, Sixes .\l'l . \§ Da ) 'Iur !.he I,owgr
ciimes, mixes, Matoona, &c. - Daniel’s will be again
visited upon his return.

Col. Sanford tv or. Gilmer

ir exposure, re-

AGENCY AT ScrpnEr's, Jan, 20, 1831,
His Ercellency Georsge R. Gilmer,

] Sm.—lt is with feelings of the most unfeigned sa-
tisgizetion, that | communirate to vour Excellenc

that the command dispatched to the lower Mineﬁ
has returned to the encampinent, without encoun-
tering any obstaele in its progress, or having had oe-
easion, in any instance, tor the exereise of jts m;.
thority.  The country throush which their route
lay was all quictness and submission, and their re-
coption, if uot welenme, has buen, at least, friendly

and respeettul. 1 doubt not, but intel]
} . elligence of the
decisive and energetic conduct at the Ford, has cop,



tributed mainly to this desirable result; and [ hope
its recollection, will still Tontinue them in a gourse
thus conducive to theirhappiness, and their weltare.
1 amn aware, however, that whatever may be appear-
ances, there is at this time, an extreme repugnance
té our jurisdiction, and nothing, in wy opinion, pre
vents its violent manifestation, but the paueity of
their nuniber, and the imbecility of their power.—
Conscious of’ their own impoteney, they look for-
ward with hope and coufidenco to the Supreme
Court, for an arrest of our proceedings upon these
premises. T'hey are still deluded with the belief of
the success of their application,“hnd that Georgia
will be compelled to recede from the position she has
assumed. Should, however, its decree be averse to
their pretensions, the agony is over, ** aye und for-
ever.”  Their Chieflains, rather than longer submit
to our dominion, wiil loek to n region, where they
can withouttrouble or molestation exerciso their own,
I'his event will probally take plaoe, happen what
will, if Georgia be only trae to herself. "The operation
of her laws is attended with daily inereasing disqui-
etude in their ranks, and with utter dismay in those
of their counsellors,




