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friend of Mr. Guess, who lived near

_ Mr. Guots Is in appear

father on biv father's side was a white |
man. "~ He has no_ knowledgze of any |

a4 - e g R

" laageage but the Cherokee, conse.

quently, in his invention of the alpha-

- bet, he had to depend- cutirely on his

own native resources. He was led to
‘think on the subject of writing the
Cherokece language by a conversation
which took place one evening at Sauta.
Some youngz: men were making re-
marks on ti€ superior talents of the

 white. people. Ope said, that white

l
l
‘men could put a talk on paper, and 1
gend it to any distance, and it would |
‘be-undersiood by those who reccived |,
it. They all agreed, that this was |
very strange, and they could not sce |,
(

how it could be done... Mr. Guess,

altor silently listening to their conver- |
sation for a while, raised himself, and
putting on an air of importauce, said,
“you are all fools; why the thing is | .
very easy; I can do it myself:” and, |
picking up a flut stone, he commenced |
scratching on it with a pin; and after |
a few minutes read to them a sen-
tence, which he had written by mak-
ing a mark for each word. This pro-
duced a laugh and the conversation
ow that subject end2d. But the
inventive poswers of (uess’s mind
were now roused to action; and nothing
short of being able to write the Cher-
ckee language, would satisfy him.~He
went hiome, purchased materials, and
sat down to paint the Cherokee lan-
suage on paper. He at first thought |
of no way, but to make a character
for cach word. He purauzed this plan
for about =z yecar; in which time he
“had made several thousand characters,
tfe was then convinced that the ob-
ject was not attainable in that way:

oy ok e A O e O A O~ a

but he was not discouraged. llc ;
firmly believed, that there was some |
way in which the Cherokee language | ¢
would be expressed on paper, as well | .
as the Linglish: and, after tryine seve- |
ral other methods, he at lensth con- | ¢
ceived the idea of dividing the words |
ito parts.  He had not procecded far |
on this plan, before he found, to his |
great satisfaction, that the same char- |
acters would apply, in diflerent words, |,

and the number of characters would !,
be comparatively few. After putting | -
down, and learning all the syllables | .
that he could think of, he would listen |,
te speeches, and the conversation of | .
strangers, and whenever a vwword ocecur- § |,
red which ha da part, or syllable, init, { ,
whicli he had not before thouzht of, he |

3

- would bear it on his mind, until he had |,

made a-character for it. In this way |
he soon.discovered all the syllables in | o,
the language. In forming his charac-

3 , uC
ters, he made some use of the English |
letters, as he found them in a spelling
book, which he had in his possession. | o

Aftér commencing vpon the Jast men-
tioned plan, I believe he completed | ;.
kis system in about a month. A n

During the time he was occupied | 4.
in inventing the alphabet, he was | ¢

- strenuously opposed by all his friends |

and neighbours. ke was frequently | ..
told that he was turowing away his | o.
¢ime and labour, and that noune but a |,
delirivus person, or an idiot, would do | ;.
as he did. But this did not discourage | o
Him. Ee would listen to the expostu- | 1,
lations of his friends, and then delibe- | ;.
rately light his pipe, pull his specta- | ;.
cles over his eyes, and sit down tohis | 4
work, without attempting to vindicate | 1.
Kis conduct. : After completing his |
system, he found much diftculty in | g¢
persuading the people to learn. it.— |,
Nor could he suceceed, until he went | 4
to the Arkansas and taught a few per- | 4,
sons there, one of whom wrote a let- | o,
ter to some of his friends in this Nation, | o
angd seut it by Mr. Guess, who vead | ¢
it to the people. This letter exci‘ed |, -

—_ —

~ much curiosity. Here was a talk in the | g

Cherokee language, which had come |
all the way. from- tlie Arkansas séaled | 5q

- up in paper, and yet it was vory (g:lain. A

mode of writing would:be of some use. | ;.

~ Several persons imme’;}igtely.,dem. na

mined to try to learn. ayﬁcceed- 8
ed ina few days, ond froms this it {ga

quickly spread all everthesation, and |y



the Cherokees, (who as.2 peaple bad
always been illiterate,) were. in the
oo b
or expense of time, or money, able to
, ,,,ﬁd”e:ﬁﬁ’ﬁ;lhdﬂmm language.
|- This astoolshing discovery certainly
| etitles Mr. Guess (9 the' warmest
gratitude of “his count®y; and; should
the Cherokee language continue to be
| spcken, his fame will be handed down
to the latest posterity. G. C.




