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qo visit your Nation for the purpose
“of ascertaining, as far as-_-.gtgqtlc;;ble
at this time, the disposition of the
Clicrokee Natiun, to cede to the Uni-
ted States, o strip of land sufficient to
" moke a Caual or the Rail-road on, (as
~ the case anay be,) so as to uuite the
waters of Tennessee with those of
“Ala, at some point on the Conasau-
" ga. . Tt is proper that 1 should state, |
~that T hiave no contracling powers of
apy kind whatever, my instructions are
to couverse freely npon this very im-
ortant subject, with such of the lead-
{ao men of the Nation as. 1 could meet
svith.. ‘This I have had the pleasarc
of doing today, with yoursélves and
Major Ridge—Upon my report—If |
necessary——Cominissioners will be ap-
pointed to meet the Nation at such
time and place as may be ngreed on
by the parties, for the purprses here-
in stated. |
I flatter mysclf from the conversation.
tvhich we have had this moring, that
your answer to this communtcallon
will be such as to authorize me to
“make a report, expressive of your
willinzness to confer with Commission-
ers when appointed.
With great respect and esteem, |

tave the Honour to be Your Obt.

Servant, | L
. . W, ARMSTRONG.
“Headmen Wy Hicks &

Jonux Ross, Present.
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From William Hicks and John RRnas,
Principal Chiafs §. to Mujor Fran-
cis BV, Jdrmstrong. |

Ripces I'nrry C. N. Jury 15, 1828.

Masor Fravcts W. ARMSTRONG,
Sin.—tWe- have had the honor to
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date, informing us that “you are in-
structed by the Secretary of War to
visit the Cherokee Nation {or the pur-
pose of ascertaining, as far as prac-
ticables at this time, the disposition of
the Nation fo cede {o the United States
a sirip of land snflicient to make a Ca-
nal or Rail road on, (as the case may
be) so as to unite the waters of Ten-
nessee with those of Alabama, at soimne
puiiit on ine Canasauga.”  In reply to
this part of your communication, we
will inform vau, that the seutiments of ‘
the Natton remains the same, as has
becn made known to the former au- |
thorized azents of the United States,
wwizo had been instructed to negotiate
‘swith us on this subject—that s, the
Cherokee INation objects making fus-
the~ cessions of lands to the United
- Hor-anv parpose wimtsoever. - Theré-
fora bemz so deeply sensible of the {
unchanzeable disposition of the Nution |
en ibis point. e camnot in ibe sleighl-
est degree fatler v 1o mzke » re- i
port  that will miuce ke Geooerad

Npyrerzment to apprst Compaieninweny o
for e surpase &f revering the syl
tect foz pepotiztion. Ly o prosonuan
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sentimands of The Hylwd. wme Lo
Sir, v -wiian e ARenussd W
pute this obrectior 29 W wulntowdy I
focelines of 1he Nawbouw Lowands fie
States mleresied pu 1258 GTOCBRIOL. Do
view their deciaions emanwiny Lo
'8 gri}% _ignﬂm:wfs of Yt el Eilak}:xrt'-*
tance and the y1ifty of romevnd e
provements; especiaily swhes sou -
flect that some of Your ows anliviten-
3}11 St&mﬂ Ila‘i’e € mriﬁﬂ@d 4 ﬁ-ﬁ{?ﬂﬁl‘ﬂ‘ﬁf i
-towards-the United States ex ercisiny
ﬂbejpﬁwﬁ'm‘ﬁf 'mjé_l"Elj' mal{ing i.i’ihfﬂmi i
* jmpravﬂ_ments.wﬁhiﬁ.the limiw“&f the 4
States without infringing  upon the |
_ goveraign Jurisdiction -of -the States—-
But_Sir, what would be the aituation
of the Nation, were they tomake a ces-
gion gr:fand oy a  canal or rafl road
- thioagh it?". However small or insig-
nificant the.cession may appear tobe,
‘80.800R 381 -is-tradd 1o the United
States, the right of sovereign jurisdic-
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