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Feheeen Convmissioners on the part of
(he {nvted Stales, and the Council of |

1)

the Cherokee Nution, o the year

1025,

[rm‘*'ﬂmvz‘n |

The follvitng 18 a veply freim tlie Com-

INLSSIONETS {o the Ceunetl,

Newrows, October 27, 1825

g Fiiends and  Brothers: Youi' Cont-

e il i,

('\.J

munication of yesterday was handed
us by your messenger. We feel con-
sirained by duty ’md instruction {o 16-
pl} and 10 reserve to ourselves i
privilese of wpw a5 often as we ma
consider it nece essary. In domg tms.,
¢a viclale no sentiment which e
have herciofore expressed, with 1(‘3 f
card to this nation, Noﬂmla vyouls l
E 1 ¢ US d (‘[t”‘!ml lf" lf‘i th&:i L0 I’u
E that our (*omulﬁ‘n @ ims been mis-
placed, ¢ and oup encomiums Impiroper-
i
B

Sl

iy bestewed.  Of this we have poap-
prehension at present, and shall pur-
sue the mhmlz ion under the hope,
Cihat it wili vet be elosed in @ manner
wehich shiall comport with the just ex-
- pectations of the Gov ernmeaent.
Srothers: The relation whieh 1his
nation stands to the Government of the
tnited Siates, 1s somewhat peenliar.
- The origmal title of this soil 15 ac-
| imoxa'i dz:;r::d o have been mm you.,
‘t'here wasa Lime, when most of tha
territory now composing the United
siates, belonued to the varicus tribes
of Indians.  The people of Kurope |
were the first white men wno landed
upon these shores.  As soon as they
pstablished colonies, they ciaimed the
sovereicnty of ihe soil by the right of
discovery.  For along pen{a{l of time
this severeiguty was exerciﬁﬂd with- |
out resistence. At length, the coion-—
os crew to a size whic 11 enabled them
in take management of their own af-
fairs. A war ensued, which lasted
SCYEI Yeals, A then Gﬁd'{'}d i1t a4 COH-
;yluu success of the Colonies. What

! Jurope claimed by wscovery, was
|

T

then vested in the paople of the Colon-
tes by  conquest, Al the CouRiry
which w 3 conquered fell to the con-
querors. '1he Cherokees, the Creeks,
and almost every Ind.anttne power-
ful and numerous as they were, took
sides against us.  All shared the
same fate.  All became subject to
the government afterwards establish-
ed, under the title of the “Umted

States of America.”’

This subordination and loss of pow-
er, would have followed conquest as a
matter of course; but, m order that it
micht be reduced to a certanty, and
made plain, and recorded, treatics
were entered into, In every mstance
with the Indian tribes, who v ere parf-

nes to the war.

i ~ The Delaware surrendered their
‘sovereignly at the treaty of Fort Pitt;
f the Six Nations at Fort Dtanwix; the
; Creeks at New York; the (;hwkamw
at Hopev"el] and the Cherokees at
Hopewell in the year 1785, and so on.
I By these, and by great many other na-
tions, a cnmplete surrender is made,
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of the United States, n the freaty of
Hopewell, rives peace to the Chero-

—
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and protection claimed.  Fhe language |
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- kees and veceives them into favor and

protection. 'The language of the

herokees 1s suhmissive, and accepts
the offer. Do complete was. the au-
thovity cquire(‘l by these meinorable
operations, that the territory of all
those tribes was made the subject of
callotiment.” Al the lands which
they now hold, has been ¢“allotted” to

| them.  Their origimal title 1s forever

sone. First, by dlS covery. decoid-

ly, by ccnqufest “And, thiedly, by
treaty.  But the surr enders which
have been made from time to time by’
he Cherokees, go still. further, and
authorize the Uniled States to “‘man-
age the trade of thﬂ Llwml ecs as they

may think proper.’

Brothers: We have reference to
these matters of history and compact,
not to shew your humiiity, but to
snew your dependance. On the con-
travy, it dom not degrade you to give
yOou the evidence of y your depenr]mu*

weted with, and dependant upon, the

 Government of the United States.—

There are tweniy-four states and
three territories, wlhich are found to
acunnwledze fhlS conhection and de-
pendance. 'The advantage 1s mutual.
The United States ¢ eive laws, give sta-
bxht'» and p:oteumn to the states,
nd the states sive obedience, sup-
porh, and taxes, fo the Government.
By this upion, the Government be-
comes  pow e'ful-'——-by a division, 1t
would he feeble. As relating to the
Jifferent tribes of Indians who have
settlements withm the states, the
Government 1s prepared fo speak
with candor and decision. It they
cherish the idea of independence and
seif covernment, the sooner they are
corrected, the bhetter. The United
States will not permit the existence of
separate, distinet, t, & independent gov-
crhment wilinn ln,.r lioits. Al the
peoi;le on her soil must be hers, and |
ner 1aws must, sooner or laler, per-
vade the whele. Fo quuiify you for
citizenship, the Government has, with-
in the last twenty years, expended up-
on vou upwards of half a million of
dollars.  You have heen told that you ’

it ts a matter of dasumtw'}, to he con-

ave the President’s favorite children.
You are indeed so.  He seeks not to
destroy, but to preserve you.  There
15 nothing amubilating iy his scheme.
When he ¢ qualifies you as citizens. you
must become so. 'The process of
qualtfication will follow you wherever
you go, and as fast as you become cit-
1zens you become subject to ourlaws,
Whether this sul yjeetion to our laws
is tobe individu aliy or collectively,
depends in a great degree upon your- |
seives.  As long ago as the treaty of
I{iol)em‘-‘ciL m 1785, the 1dea 15 sug-
ested of your hecoming a territory Of! *
thc United States, with the right of
representation m Congress.  1f this J
nation would preserve a compact |
form, not wilhin the limits of the
states, 1o obstacle would remain fo | .]
the orgaunization of a territorial gov- |
ernment cemposed of ilu‘amselves.-—-—l
While they ave within the limits of |
the states the state soverignly must |
prevail and they must become merged |
i the white population, and take the
standing of individnal citizens. J
Brothers: Let your choice be as 1t | 1
may, your condition wiil be bettered. |
The government which you have laic- ,
ly formed for yourselves, although i
is greatly to your eredit, vet is ()l}gc(‘-r
tionable to mauy of its nnpmt aut fea- |
tures. A territorial organization un- |
der the United States would be great-
ly prefecable.  Such Lh'mf‘fPS are
COmMINon among natnons, and (}ften to |
the advantage of both parties. But,
if this scheme is not yet sufliciently
matured fo meet your acceptance,
then a cession of a part will quict the
solicitude of Georgia and of the Uni-
ted States, for the present, and give
time for further deliberation. The ces- }
sion of a part need not affect the wish- |
es or interest of any individual, wnth |
respect to citizenship. If those who
live upon the part ceded are not dis-
posed to become eitizens, they can |
be mdemnifiad for their losses in re.
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moving, and retire mthm your ]mcs
I thcy are disposed to become mem-
bers of the states, they ecan be secur-
ed i a residence, and let into all pr4
vileges of ordinary citizens.

Brothers: We have thus iaid before
yoil some new mpws for discussion.
These mvelve consiaerations of vaost
importance to yourselves and to pos-
tevity.  Listen {o them, and answer
with calmness anc d“]ll“”ﬁll(‘ll

You are not engaged in lwht dlb-*
putes or trifling cwudemtlons. Na-
tions are pamcs to this. correspond-
ence. I we knuw. our. Government
and-ourselves, e design you no harm.
Ouar object is the good of the whele

American family. . _
We shall now proceed to notice
some. ¢f the remarks 1 your commu-
nication of }estermv, '*nd close for
the pie sent. e |
The picture whtch }eu have drawn
of the separation of friends and rela-
tives at the cmigration to Arkanses,
is honorable to the sympathies of your
hearts. But the heart often bleeds
at what the judgement approves. A-
mong ourselves, these separations oc-
cur almost daily.  You advert with
some emphasis to {he ‘circumstances
and means w hich c'msul the separa-
tion.”’

Brothers: We wunderstand that 1t
was wholly voluntary, and that your
cifizens prejecied the scheme themﬂ
selves, as long ago as 1808, At thg
time the President was aware ﬂ\&i
the season was lll]]thlthdS for 5o s
rious an operation.  his land Le} wﬁ‘r "
the Mississippi had not heen evnlo ored;
The distresses of the peepla and NV
ernment were ﬁ'reat, and the p osp(_,c:i..
of 2 war wasm view. The Pregids
et acted as a a‘te‘"{ and ceod 1o i"”f*r
to you and adwsed you not {6 £0.—
Since that time it has beon ascertain-
ed that the conntry admils of elizible
settlement and organization, '1"1d the
| most admnnwnons terms have been
| allowed for your remos al. Inallthis,
we discover notinng hut the chavacter-
ostic maenanimity of the American
Government.

fSrothers: You state that you “‘once
posscssed an extensive country, but
that you have made cession after ces-

sion, until your himits have been cir-

cumseribed.”  Would you, if you
could, reposscss yourselves of all the
so1 whuh you once held, and allow it
to be peopled ouly by yvourselves?
W ould you (l(‘moh‘h temples raised to
scicnce and dedicated to God, that
beasts nught hme a wider range, or
game a broade - play?  Wou! ' you
tay waste a cty, that a wigwoem
might rise upon its ruins?  No, broth-
ers; you are now drinking of the
streams of c1v 1hz‘dt1m s, and leavig
far behind you the litile and volzar
prejudices  of untutored barbarism.

Th[}”“ are “‘lVlll "‘ p]‘]'f‘ ]q{r ﬂﬂd'

liberal conaeptiom of hg. wrh‘{s of
man and the bounty of man’s (frealm-,

You sugeest that the eagerness of

- your new‘]‘nonnw brethren to obtain

[anils is s0 btmng'., that a small Cessioll
would not satisfy theni. Tt is true
that self-interest 15 a stronr principle.
of achon, and in its operations often
requires restraint.  Inthis case. how-

ever, this eagerness is considered rea<
sonable. and your father the Picszdent
sives it his sanction.

Ne

We assureyou that a small eession
will have a much greater quieting in-
luence, than no cession at all. It ig
not altogether f“m' to set lmul s {o
eacerncss when 1t is founded upon

' 11{:1119.

Your allusion to the sub oot nf the
]m run under the tlmty of 1819,

W 1IE receive due attention befme we

close our cerrespcndfance. .
With ereat respect for the. couneil, ;

“and increasing rexard for-its members,'
‘we again subscnhe ourselves, '

Your friends ind brothers, -
"DUNCAN . CAMPRE LL
~ JAMES MERIWETHER.
To the Cozmca nf the Cherokee Vw-

twn,



