CORRESPONDENCE,
Between Gens. Gra s Damds:m fmi
Cocke, iate Comimsssioners of the U

_qited . States, and. JMessrs. . Juha, Ris ...

and Ridge, on the pm‘tqf thz Cherad
Aee Nation.

[Cﬂ\*‘;iﬁ'ﬁhb.]_ﬁ_hl_ i e

i‘rnnnmna Aapwéﬁﬂ
Seer. 24, 1821%.

MEessRs. JI\O Ross & Masor Riners.
GentLEMeEN:—The enclesed lottey
has just been hended me, W ith o row
quest that § would. forwmd it to ym .
with'as little deloy g practicable.—s
Mr. William Cov-an ie” theréfore d@s
§ patched with irstroctions to'do'so.
. L again request your.prompt’ attens
tion 10 their call,.and. hope:it tsrzlLb@--
treated with that tespect and’ attens
tion which is duetoit. . .
 Very Respectfully, your denuﬂ' |

servant :
H MGNTGO.“IFRY‘ -

m

Cﬂanosnn AﬂENcr., -
- SepT. 233,3,827.

Mtssns. 3onﬁ" Ross: A!‘-p Ma.mmj;’ ;

RlDGEi g
Gm*ru:m:w -»-Thﬂ nnﬂem e&_’.
Cﬁmmz ssioacrs of the Uni ed Blates .

tknmvledge the rece E a' m_zg 19_3@
latter, bearin f ‘dife the TR Inmtant.

which reactied them fate.c en yeﬂu may,
We avail ourselves of the earliest mew
,_ment to-reply. and despatch 8. apecmi
messenger 4 at no delay may. BETUE I .
commudicating to you . eur ‘petovishs -
ment and regrei ut‘*tge c:mteﬁﬁ” ‘ :zmir”
letter. . . You speak. of - onr, ilwiﬁaho : ?_
for o Ge&hral Ccm il of tﬁe Chéres. -
kee Nation os ¢‘suddep and’ nu@mct-

ed, and thaf the time’ and;-p i
appmmed withoit ‘corsultini the ¢a 3
verience. of the inémbérs o :tﬁo“{'
mittee and Councils - To reply-46’ h‘“ﬁ

part of your letier F,m takﬁ hﬂr ﬁ“
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~the Uiited Sfates. ~ This occurred oo
“the 4th of Jaly; as you both must well
“‘pecollect.” How thea.can it be <‘sedden
" and wnexpected?’’: Oa thid visil to the
M'Coy, the priacipal Secretary oi the
‘mation, for the names of the Commit-
‘tee and Council, which was promised;
but was aiterwards informed. by the
Scoretary, that -Mr. Jobn Ross had
directed him not to impart that mfor-
“mation. Thus it became impossible
.o ‘‘consult the -coavenience of the
members of the Committee and Coun-
cil”’ by the act of Mr. Ross, who the
undersigned suppose to be the same
person, whose signmature i@ fixed to
your joint letter.  You then mention
the great expence that would attend
the nation in consequence of the pro-
—posced meeting, - Theundervigued with
jcasure assure you that ample means
Eave been afforded them by the Presi-
dent of -the United Stetes to defray
every expence, and the necessary sup-
“phies are now provided. Should the
- wmivitation be disregarded. it cannot be
considercd by the goverument of |
which we are the represeutatives in
any other character than as disre-
spectlul and contemptuous.

Since the arrtval of the undersigned
at the Clierokee Agency they have
been furnished with the written Con-
stitution of vour nation. establishing a
gcoprate.  Independent Government.
Bot ameaszble nor subject to that of the
Uniied States.  We take leave to en-

. quire, is the present refusal to meet
us i1 Cowcil intended to shew that in-
dependence? or should the states,
tvithinwhose limits the Cherokee Na-
t10n 13 located, extiend thelr ¥asws and
jurisdiction to those lhumits, can the
Cherokees expect the interference
and aid of the governmentof the Unt-
{cd States. |
. The undersigned address you as |
two Chicfs of the Cherokkee Natloa.
They are uninformed of the fact, nor |
hve you, in your Jetter, stated wheth-
er you act in a public or private ca-

“pacily not even by your signatures.

, We again remark that the Agency
1s the place designated & established as
the place totransact all business be- |
tween the United States and the Che-
rokee Nation, and located by the spe- |
cial request of the Cherokees; and
where all treaties records and docu-
ments, in which the Umied States and |
the Nation are interested, are depos-
ited. 1t is also the duty of the Agent |
to cuard the interecst of the Clierokees.
Wear his residence must be selected

%o enable him faithfully - te- discharge-
that trust.  The undersigned will ve-
main, and altemi daify at the Rattle
Snake springs near-the Agency; orat |
the Agency, which ever is most agree-
ablc to the Nation, until all may have
a suflicient time to attend, that think
proper. ‘They must then retire and
yeport all the facts to their govern-
m~nt.  They renew-their invitation to
the Chiefs. Head men and Warriors

‘of the Cherokee Nation to meet'them
for tho purposes mentioned in their
Petter of the 23d of August last. -

ALEXANDER GRAY,
JOHN COCKIL,
GEO. L. DAVIDSON.

HravorLoosy, Cuerorre NaTroy,
- SeprEMBER 26, 1827.
Cor. Hucw Montoomery, Sin:
. We bhave received your letter by
Mr. Cowan enclosing a letter fiom
G ens. John Cocke, ‘Alexr. Gray and
{zeo. L. Davidson, and requesting our
prompt attention to their eall, aud to
fraat it with that respect and atten-
-_ '@’_’im@q@jp it. We assure you that it
_is_sincercly. desired. on.our. past. to-
o 70 L 38 e my : -
4 wi:lt_ﬁﬁj.ﬂg Pn’lﬂ;ﬂ A ents of the Gen-
- Qrai __ _Gﬁv‘eﬂtﬁcﬁt iﬁtﬁ proper respect
dnd atteation. - 'As & manifestation of
that disposition those Gentfemen were
invited in attend the General Council
. of the Natior at New Echota on the
~ 8th day of Oct. next; at which time
“and place it would afford us pleagure
“to s> you also, and we hope that you
‘will maoke it-couyspient ¢o pay our
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july
| New Echota,
| together with his Secretary, to the
Committee and Council then in scssion.

' Inst.
' Flchota on the 3d. of July. in compa-

| dy.
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reply to their letter.
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To GENLRA

GexTLEMEN:—Your letter of the
23d. in reply toours of the 15th mst.
was received by your special messen-
zer on last evening, and we. avail our-
selves of the opportunity presented by
his return in replying to your remarks.
You express astonishment and regret
at the _Eontenls of our letters. We
‘assure you that it was not intended to
produce those feelings; but when facts
are fairly and impartially scrutinized,
we hope that no just cause will be
found for your astonishment and re-
eret. And inreply to a certam pa-

-

ragraph of our letter in winch were-}

marked that your general mvitation
for a General Council of the Clierokee

Nation ~was <sudden and unexpect-7°

ed,’’ as “the convenience of the mem-
bers of the committee and Council
had not been consulted,” in fixing the
time and plact appointed b you—
you observe that you will renund ug
of facts within our recollection, aund
then proceed to state that, “early m
tast. General Cocke reached
and was introduced.

by Major Ridge Spealer of the Nution:
and in Addressing them {the Com-
mittee and Council] be { Mujor Ridee]

informied that General Cocke and two

others were apl-}ohlied hy the Presi.

dent of the Untted Slates to hold
- Couns-tls with the nation, aud recom-
miended to them the extension of the
hand of friendship, as a tolen of their |

respect for the General’s character,
aind attachment to, and confidence
the Government of the United States:”

' amdd that <*this occurrved on the ath of

July as {we] both must well recol-
lect.”  And you ask *-how then con it
Le sudden and unexpected?”  lere
you will please permit us to reply,
and to state fucts attending General
Cock’s visit at New Fobota in July
The Gegeral arrived at New

ny with a Gentleman whoin he mtro-
duced as Major Hyne, together with
Meesrs Lewis Ross and Joseph Coo-
The General Council was then
in session, and was expected to adjourn
cn the evening of that day; but, m
consequence of its havinz been rumor-
¢d from newspaper reports, that Gen.
Cocke and two other gentlemen from
North Carolina were appointed by the
FPresuldent of the United States to hold

a conference with the Cherokee Wa-

tion. for a certain object, and as (ren-
eral Coecke had arrived, it.was deem-
ed proper that the Council should be
prolonged, with a view of giving Gen-
eral Cocke an-opportunity of commu-
nicating to the General Council the

object of his visit, and 16 assertatin if

he had come in the capacity of 3 Com-
missioner from the Vaited. Sfates.—

Accordingly a resclution was passed to

postpone the meeting of the Conven-
tion to the 5th of the month provided
the business of the General Council
should not be disposcd of on the 41h.
And when the Council was convened on
the 4th, Gen. Cocke and Major Hynre
appeared in front of the Council house.
where Major Ridge

dersigned;)  speaker of the Council,
an old acquaintance of the General's,
went forward. and took the General
by the hand, and the General then in-
troduced Major Ridze to Major Flyne,
Major Ridge then Conducted them -
to the Council room. and introduced
the Gen. to the members as an oid
acqguamtance, who had commarvded

the East Tennessee Troops at Fort §
Armstreng in-the -first-Campaign -of”
He then conducted

the Creek War.

the General and Major Hyne up into
the Committee roum; and on entering
the room Major Ridge- observed to
the members of that body, ¢‘This is

Gen. Cocke, a friend and an old ac-|.

guaintance, swwho had served in the
Creek War, and no doubt he is known

to some of you; give him the hand of
friendship.” At this introduction Mr. ¢

the accompanying Communication in
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Cocke applied to Mr. McCoy, the

|

| anold i

| Cocke, ~Afler being seated a wh
{ they#étired, and the Council continu-

- “L_.‘

.'-'- T ke
wh, 14

-

then istrodaced by
“house, each in succession, rose and
shook the bands of the General and
Major Hyne, and tlleir' pames wer
respectively. “imparted to Geseral

' '.Aﬂer,beiug- seated a while,

od inzession until towards the latter

‘baving madé no intimation of his ap-
AR U e

pointment, nor Communicated the ob-
ject of his visit, the General Council
was then adjoured, and the members

ace of . the Geoeral's..
the General to Ma- | any other pe
“members of the

¢, and {Neir mames were

-partofthe diy; ~and Gineral ~Cocke

-

L

of the convention then met and orgasi-

ised themwsclves for business. Thus
ended the Council m July last.. And as
General Cocke did not make himsell
known as a commissoner, nor suggest-
ed any thing on the sibject of his visit,
or of your intention te appoint a place
and time for the purpose of inviting
a General Council of the Cherokee
nation, previous to the session which
is to take place at. New Echota on the
8th day of next month, therefore we
could not but have said that your iu-
vitatien was -‘sudden and unexpect-
ed.”

~ Further,.you state that ** General

Principal Secretary of the Nation, for
the rames of the Committee and Coun-

“eif, whiehi wiss promised,” buf was af-

terwards nformed by the Secretary.
that Mr. John Russ had directed him
not to impart that information, and
thus it became impossible to “*consult

the convenience of the members of the

Committee and Council” by the act
of Mr. Ross. who you suppose 1o be
the same person whese signature s
fixed 1o our joint letter.
we bee leave to remark, that General

Cocke remained several days after
the rise ol the General Councii. and

durine the sitting of the Convention.

in the course of whieh time it was un-

derstood. that the General had enquir-
ca of a private individual, it he could
furnish him with a hst of the nimes
of the mambers of the Committee and
Comn-il.  Beinz answered m the ne-

~eative. the General then on the eve

of leaviicz New Lchota ashed Mr.
M. Coy. elerk of the Committee, andd

who wis ther acting as secyetary to
the Convention for a list. Upon rve-

| ceiving this information the members

i of the Convantien cxpr'trs'sr'*il a CUTI051-

ty to knoew the aobject of the Generval

for applyinge for the list in such a pri-

vate matper. and he not having com-

municated to anv person the ohject of

his visit, they in order to draw frem
the General an idea of his visit, os
well asdiis design for soliciting the list
of nomes. requested Mr. Ross. then
P'resident of tl.e Couvention, to ask
Mr. M=Coy if Gen. Gocke had given
him any reasons for requesting a Dst
of the nemes. and 1’ not, to reguest
Mi. MeCoy to defer turmshing the
list. until the General sheuld give
some reasous for making the request;
this request of the members. s stat-
ed, was communicited to Mr. McCoy.
who said that the Generel had ussion-
ed no reasons for making the request;
soon after this the Geneval and Major
Hyne left the place. withour hearing
ony thing further respecting the list
of nnmes.  You are not misiaken i
supposing that Mr. Jno. Ross. refer-
red to is the identical person who sign-
cd the joint letter you received from
us. ._
Gentlemen. these statemonts are
indisnutable facts. ond can be estah-
lished by the membeis of the Com-
mrittee and Council. aind of the Con-
ventiton. so far as erme within their
respective knowledge; and tt is pain-
ful to us to he compelled to mrke
statements i contrad? ‘tion {o your

own undeestanding; altho” we canngt

for a-moment suppose. that the [{an-
orable Gentleman. who communicat-
ed what you have stated. could have

Flere again

L

~aljieit; such as the

'
- fing

Cocke Lo bave inteduced the subject

Yok Rs) (cue of tho ndomiigned,) | more propérly the province of General

ought wot unjustly to cast blame’ ol
LE0L. e

" You say that ample means bave
been aflorded

pense, and that the necessary supplies
are now provided. There are various
incidental expenses attending the
meeting of the General Council  of
the nation, independent of supplies ol

cd you by the Fresident of
the United States to defray ecery ex-

“employment -of -

cooks, members’ pay for services &c..

&c. which we cannot suppose are con-
temnlated 10 he embraced in the amp!
means aflorded you by the Fresident.
- You further remark, «Fhould our
invitation be disregarded, it cannot be
considered by the General Govern-
ment in any other character than dis-

respectful and contemptuous.” We

ik
L ¥

would here assure you with profound

siucerity, that nothing is more remote
from the inteniion or wish of the re-
presentatives of this Nation, than to

treat the Public Agents of the Gene-

ral Government with disrespect or
contempt. -

You hiave also thought proper to
speak of the Constitution of the Na-
tion. as establishine a seperate -Inde-
peudent Government, not amenable or
subject to that of the United States;
and you enguire if the present refusal

to meet you in Council is intended to

shiew that independence; or should

{
!

e i o

L

the States within whose limiis the

Cherokee Nation is located extend

their laws and jurisdiction to those
limits con the Cherokees expect the

interference and aid of the Govern-

ment of the United States? We
would remark that the Coenstitution Is
not considered in any respect to
change the relationship which the
Nation sustains with the Government
of the United States. It was adopt-
ed with no view to set up anindepen-
dence unwarranted by the Treaties
with the United States, therefore we
have every just reason and confidence
to expect the protection of the Umt-
ed States 1o good faith, m supporting
such rizhts as are secured to the Che-
rokee Nation by ounr Treaties. And
we hope, Gentlemen, after all the so-
licitudes which have been so laudably
manifested by the greatest and best
of men. General Washineton, for the
civilization of the Cherokee Nuation.

Government, and wiich ohjects have
heen patronized by the succeedin
Presidents, and now, when the Chero-
kees are beginning to embrace the
comforts of civilization, that yon are
not dispesed, as Commissioners of the
present administration, to find fault
with cur improvement in Government-
2l as well as in domestte afiairs: hy
endeavering to disorganize our system
and complamning vf-our Constitution.
even after one of you, General Corke.
having .expressed his opiuion voluntar-

and for an ymprovement in thenr el

lv to XMr. Joha Ross. one of the uader- .
strned, in Calhoun, that the constitu-

tionn whiech the Conveutroners made,
1s a rood one. '

We deny- having refused to meet |
| vou in General Counctl, snd  contend
thaut o respect 1s due to the econven- 4
ience of the Nation in hxiny 8 time
and pla-e for holding a General Coun-
cil. And as it s well Enown that the
Cherokee Nation for eicht gears past.
have permanently established thetr
seat of Goverament at New ¥cehota,
where every convenience for {he Ac-
conrnodation of straneers, as well as ‘
{or the members of the Comt. & Coun-
ril. are provided, 1t is the only pace |
where voo can in reason have a right

to expect o be met in General Coun-

c¢il of the Nation; and at which place

we have tvited your attendance on

tho day appointed for the meeting of
the approaching session.  We ¢an |
see no reason for vour persistance’ i |
rencwiny your invitation at the Rattle
Snake sorings or Agency, where no

preparation, for the acecommodation of

Louncil in geseal

it bécame ““impossible to  consult] find letters from the Chiefs to. Col.
their convenience” '

h

‘him ks business.

designedly misrepresented them,there- | the members of the Committee and
tore we must believe that he has heen! Council have been made, and where

ml_g_mformed i these partieulars. thyo' they would he 2xposed to the weather,
the medmary of misinterprefations. — | a5 a conzregated assémblage of rude

E
i

General Corke betng mtroduced to! People en a hunting cx51e1litio:1. B

. . |
the members of the Cmnr_mttoe and | vou will examine the public docu-
on. \we cannot see how ments at the agency, you will na doubt

€0 on the subject of | Meirs. former Agent. by which you
appointing a piace and time for a Gen- i will discover that you arc mistaken
eral Council.  We bhelieve it would}ag to the Agency being Tocated at a

ave heen uncourteous and imperti-| place desionated by : .
g - t-} place . desienated by the special re-
nent for the members of the Commit-1 quest of the Cherokee WNation. And

|-tee and Cruncil to have called upon} e are also convinced, that you are

General C_ncki‘- or any other _giﬁﬂ‘l!t"*'m}t aorrect 10 supposing, that all bp-
man, for informnrtion respecting the

* s e  8iness between the United States and
object of hig visit, and fc have asked:the Cherokee Nation wwas intended to

‘Therelore it Wﬂsiba’.transacted* at the Agency, solely..

1
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' We admit that there are variousig
ness between the Unied Stutes oy

P

 transacted at the Agawy, Wlul*ﬂ

‘the Natiou at the Agency without ¢!

t on the cccasion, especiully when Yi
I their object to commuiiicule in Gogg
{ ral Council the views of the Genepy

wdividuals of the States and of g
Nation, which are necessary g4

thro’ the Agent; but we-cannot age
that Commissioners of the Uy,
States are justifiable in demanding,
Convention ol the Generel C_ﬂomi

sulting the convenience of the Chilef;

Governmnent on subjects caleyjy,

blen om

ﬂﬂ tru' Fi‘_ﬂmf}tﬂ.um mtﬁraﬁi' ﬁlll]‘ila =R
aess of the Cherckees. as well “‘!E
welfare of the citizens of the Uity
Stales. - L o

- You appear to be at a loss {o "M

whother we -are acting in a private i |

| public capacity. 1f you are not 4|

ware yourselves that we act undmj
authority. aud'if you de not choose
be informed through the Agent of oy
official chiaracters, and it should pa

| forgotten by you that General Cockyl

was introduced by Major Ridge,;
Speaker of the Councii, t0 the mem}
bers of the General Council, api

| ‘that Mr. Jobn Ross presided over thek
Committe as President of that branchd

of the Legisloture, we will inforp}
you, that the undersigned are the pre.§
siding officers of the Commitice an})
Council; and smce the death of thek

wo Principal Chiefs, of the Nation§

the corresponding department of th§
Nation has been entrusted to the Pref
sident of the Commitice, and the by¥
siness of convening the General Coun
cil. devolves on both of us. and having:
consulted some of the most influentisli

| members of the Committee and Coungs

cil on the subject of vour circulars o
the 23d of August last, we were ad),
vised to address you the letter whicli
you acknowledge to have received.
¥We can only add, should vou declm?,
attending the General Council at Newl:
Echota, and think. proper to transmit
to the General Council comqiurzic%
tions on the subjects of your i'ﬂs.’lrlif5

tions frem the President of the Uit
States, they will be received with §
proper respeet by the Committee apk
Countcil, and a considerate reply wif
be made to them.
We are. Gentlemen, very respect::
fully, your ob’t servits. | '

JNO. RORS.
his
}L\.JORH RIDGE.
_ mark.




