Jmeet the United State’s Agent, at his t‘usidcncu,'

formed Cherokee Constitution  As wany wflu-
lential mei ol the adjoining Stiates and elsewhere,

Loppose every Dndian Improvemaent, have raised

q

[for the purpose of hearing a conmuntcation

Lopposed,” we were feartul that the lxecutive |2
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.Hii'(“i pAVve ii:l f () tllL‘f (;I'IIL“I"Ill (]‘fl'b'pr““}t-“t C(r-
Chtan riehts and privilleces, which they Previons.

F.

‘But without wmuluplyine our own remarks, we

From the Clherokhee Phoenie ddpril 24, 1828,
CHEROKELR CONSTITUTION.

We stite 1 in one of our last muubers, that

the Principal Chiefs of this Nation were o

form  the President o relation to the newly
particuniarly members of Congress, either from
mi:-inpp!‘cln'miun. o set'led determnation  to
the ery, that an *“Indian tribe 1 the heart of|

the Eraton has assnmed an attitude of mdepend-
eice, by forming a constitution and oueht to be

would make serious uxrepliunﬁ to some of the

t a8 am . e

o,

C

principles of one mlant government.  We ave,
iwever, hapily disappointed. "The words of the
Prestdent contain no mtimation that the Cher-
akees onght to be prolubited from lorming a
Constitution, but on the contrary, that this Con- |
stitution can be recornrzed by the General Gov-
ernment, 1l its prm'i-inns do not interfere with
the reliation existing between the United States
and the Cherokees, It was never the intention |
of the framers of this Constitution, or thetr

F Constituents, to alter that conneection. We bhp

Heve the Cherokees are aware of the tmportance,
sarticularly at this interestiee cnsis, when en-
ies abound, of holiline the President’s hand,
or 10 other words the General Government, and

paving a suttable rexard to the existing trcutiu:-.l

]

sregent to onr readuers the letter of the United
Stiate’s Azent on this sabject, aad the reply of
the two Peincipal Chiefs. We  publish  then
verbition nad literatiin,
Uomnnvication to the ('hf*f:i r{f the Cherokve

Nution V6t il 1528,

I'viend e and Brothesrs

[t wias tnobedhience to mmstructions from

vour Great Fathe, thie President of the United

States, that [ sent for vou—vyou have done well

hat you have come;—1 thank you for it—
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I have but little to say 10 you, and what 1
have to Sy are his words—nnt wmine.

The subject of your haviog forimed a Consti-
tution, and Counstitutional Government, has

=

ratsed a constderabie clamor particalarly in the!

:uljuining S1ales—— i

it has been brought before the Congress of
the United States——and the Preesident has been
(Micially notified ot it————Anid has directed
meto “Convene the Chiets, and mform, them that
e wishes them, destinctly to understand that
this act of theters. cannot be considered in any
other haht, than as Resolutions ol purely muni-
cipal chacncter—And which he wishes them
destinetly to understand, will not be recoafitzed
as changinz any one ol the rujations under which
they stood 1o the Generil Chsvernment, prior to
the :ﬁl'iirl'mnn of said constitution.®™~

These are all the words which he has gireetod
me, tosay vouo Phey contatn but two senten.
ces; both of which are delivered with constider-
ihle cmphases; and both of which I wish vou
to understand, take and ponder them over, and
over again,  They ave the words of your father
and friend. |

To some of you it may bLe necessary tn ex-
plain what I nnderstand by mumctple reguli-
Hons., 1 uaderstand them to be such ordinan-
ces, rales; or by laws, as theinhasitants of any

pass tor (hewr own internal regulations and gov-

!erlmluut.

To make this more plain, T will give you an
example.  The people hiving in a town, apply
to the ltegislature of thew state to be Enmrl}ralt*{T,
and it 15 granted, a law passes defining their
corporate boundaries, and authorsing them to
elect councellors, to make such ordinances, ov
hy faws, as they deem necessary for the ravern.
ment and well being of the *pcuple restding
withiu their corporate Hmits (provided those
by faws shall not be contrary to the laws of the
state) ana to elect ofliers to execute these Dy
Liws; which, when so made, bave all the force of
the state laws over those penplu; but caonnot:
prevent, and must not aulitate amainst, or im-.
pedde, the regular administration of the laws of
e state, over that sameoe 'l.'urri!nry and peo-
l}it’. |

A word or two now as to the rpI;ni(mq. under |
which vor stood to the Generyl Goveraoment,

o tathe i'ulnpfi*u:l of soid (Tmmutim:; whenthe |

s e ol -l

United States ook the Cherokees by the hand,|

and  adonted  them as children into the areat |

American Family, certain stipulations were en.
tered intos called a treaty, by which both par-
tres swere bounds and neither can annal, without
the cosent of the othier In which the Chero-

,!I_V atd wirale 1w <avace stage cojoyed. And

;I'l'l‘l‘!“-'i'l| reobiew thereo!, what was betieverd by
vivour Bethers to Lo an equivallent.
-

)

Y o S an s them your savereren insde-

‘| l"'i'- . 1 q . =
et s b ey e, And i

city, town or other Body Corporate, are author- |

-lized by their several acts of corporation, to |
i
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Coendence d the vl o reaaiate ol vour in-
tereamrse- sk torese g nations, or ihividuad



e thereof, Recetved thew pl'nfeui“n; In |,
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Freaties with them, do T find that ygy rave
them, the right to rezulile your gyy |,,Jh
conrse with each other, or to punish vy, "
weaple for any violation of your owy 1-9;:“]“““
hnlvss it 15 bound in that Broad expregag.
the Latter part of the 8th Article of rl:n
ty at Wopewell; {viz) “and to manage 411 41
Firs 1o such wmanner as they think Prope
neither do Hind in aoy ot the [itereoy,

l{[rlws |::i.~!sell by Congress the right AsSu e

infurce a compliancee with coutracts thade |
tween two lodians, nor to punish one Iy
tar an Offence committed againsy anotier.

o

Swithin the  Indian Terttory. On the congpy

L fiad in the Sod section of an act pagged
30 March 1827, Entitded an act, to provige

- rlt!ur punishment of crimes committed withiy

[ndian Bouadary; the falowing provisy, (v

4l"ra.n.'itlml that nothing 1o this act, shall
construed, as to etfect any T'reaty now inf,

between the United States and any Indig,
tiun; or tn extend to Ay offence L‘,Illlillliltl’h-!
lune [ndian ugaiust another, within any L
boundary.

This explains to wy wmand satisfacto
what the President meians 1ty Relerence tg y
by v Rezulations of a purely maniciple Chay
ter-—(viz) to entorce the piayment of (,
owing one Indian to another, to prevent.
l{cmud}') wrotyes done ll__V une l!h!iit!l, to anoy}
or punish o' e Indian, for crimes of another,
and to make such other vegulations as iy y
Judgemeut will promote good order in soey
with a view to the Happraess and prospenry
your people. i

But these regulations, as in the example
er1, wmust not contradict, preveat, millitate
oainst, or nupede, the Reugalar admioistran
of the laws made by the hizher Powers ort
Existing Treaties.  "This in y opinien s, |
Relation in wich you stand to the Great G
ernment,

In, conclusion give me leave to aldd a [
wordg ol iy own; They are also the words of
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{ et your patls be st

[t is mygadvice to you, To view we
Path you méan to tread, Parsue 1t Grac
antd tread it gGutiously., fﬁ

lold vour reat Father the Presigent g

fil

hy thie hand any dont move a single steping
S new path, withoyt his Council, and giidvice,

cen at this tunegnd persig
steathily; may (withy Heavens lllt‘%illg} leal ¥
to Greatness and renown; but ghie wrong st
may be fatal and reidyless. ¢

hoas t@secure the frind

In"np:!r couirse 1,
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toislation for oursclves could not possibif’, &

ship and protection of lm'ﬁaﬁuitml Slates) A
calculate the tricndship A0 the surrounds
states; Live 1 peace aggd friendship amon
yourselves; and may the Feat Spuritdivect y
feet in the richt path, and Brow histightavoe
it—1 again thank yu{;ﬁ%fm' vour attendence.

AN TGOMERY

Acevey Curforrr NaNt

o Cul. M. .ny}:mnm'y, istey

ey, April 17, 1
States Jr
n i odeden
n'lf the Lut
States, is thig'day received. We rkgret tol
that the cirgumstance ot our having establ
nal Government, has producd
the adjoining States, espectally w
no just cause for it, as 1 aguder
in which Congress dispyse

Broraen—YHur communicatiy

‘The Prestdent bas thought proper to ¥
you to convene us on this vccaston, tor thep
pose of mlorming us, that he wishes us ¢
Ftinetly to understand that this act of the ¥
j{iun,, cannot be viewed 1n any other Light thar
rexulations purely of a municipas character,?
which he wishes us “distinctly to understa.
will not be recognized as changing any on
the regulations uuder which the Nation s
to the General Government, prior to the &
tion of our constitution.” ‘I'hese remarks/,
state contaia all the words which you arec¢?
ted to say to us —-We freely and with pies:
coincide with the Executive in the opinioa
our relation and connection with the Ge
(yovernment, is not changed, but remains.
same as 1€ was before the Chevokee Cossl
tion was adopted.  That instrument cond®
special article, which states, that all !:H'f'f“‘_“i'
ttes between the United States and this f’j"-.
kee Nation shall be the supreme lawu
lamd.  This proves the views of this Nat#.
to 1ts connection with the General Govern™
without any shadow of doubtful constre
Your explanation of '-Municipui Rﬂgllh“ff
however correct in recard to the police?
laws of incorporated Towns and Cities ¥,
applicable to the true situation of this M.
that claims for itsetf and always wman’.”
soverelzn jurisdiction over its tvrl*iluriﬂf":"ﬁ'g
you siy, that to make it morve plain, I \“\f?f-
you an example: The people living a8
apply to the Legssiature of their stateto?
corporated, and it is pranted and a lawp;:
Ldefininge &c.” 'This i’;ltiun by 118 own Liif
ture authorized and recommended the atiEs
of a Republican Constitution, which h#:2
done. It has no relation or connection tﬂf'”:_
to ask of 1t, its consent, being cunneftdﬁﬁ
related to the United States alune, by tré;
And asjthis Nation never surremdered her'
to self Government or the exercise of 118 -
pal and dowestic relations, it was needf-"-__,._‘_f‘_j_';
task tor it from the General (mvernﬂlf%_;;;
whom, as a generous nation, our (Mproves

e

i

!

r

. : - - s
any misapprehension, or a subject of Li’h‘:‘g

batian.—As to your views of certain {725

Ve A
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of our treaty with the United Stateés &<
not deem it necessary at this time, t0 e
them; and as the President of the Unite q:*
respects all existing treaties with th f

el
twe Liearttly join wath bim, heart arnd ‘I!'L.f:_;l.

| ’Hm opinion, that their stipulations are hil,,

: anf S
not to be chanced, witheat the consenth 2
s LAY

Iii"':.
l-*“'_:

Cer,

-k

| ..
| parties. It afivrds us plu:lsm'e. to |

L

Ced to your advice, for which you wil FI
Conr sincere taianks, and |1Ieu.~+e to 4 L 1
Lassurances of respect and csteem o |
"Friends and Brother. i
- (Signed) WILTLIAM JHCM
JOHN ROSS.



