- CHEROKEE CONSTITUTION.
‘We stated in one of otir last numbers.
®hat the Principal Chiefsol this Nationwere
40 meet the United State’s Acent, at-his re-
pidence, for the purposes of hearing I COom-
wmunication from the President in relation
to the nawly formed Cherokee Constitu-
“%ion. As many influential men of the ail-
jJoining States and elsewclere, pariicularly
members of Congress, either from misan-
| préhensinn, or seitled determination to op-
pose ~very Indian Improvement, have rais-
w@d th: cry, that an “Indian tribe in the heart
of the Union has assumed an attitude of in-
dependence, by forming a constitution and
~ought to be opposed,” we were tearful that
the Executive would make serious cxcep-
¢ions to some of the principles of our infant
fovernment, We are, however, happily
dizappointed. ‘The words of thie President
«<ontain no intimation that the Cherokees
_sgught to be prohibited from forming a Cen-
stitution, but on the contrary,that this Con,
stitution can-be recognized hy the General
Government, if its provisions do not inter-
fere with the relation existing between the
United States and the Cherokees, It was
~ never the intention of the framners of this
L onstitution, or their Constituents, to alter
that connection. We believe the Chero-
—Xees-are-aware-of the-importance,_particus.
Yarly at this interesting crisis, when ene-
mies abound, of holding the President’s
_hand, erin other words the General Gov-
~.eromert, and paying a suitable ‘regard to
the existing treaties. But without multi-
plying our own remarks, we present to our
 gcadeps the letter of the United State’s A-
- gent on this subjeci, and the reply of the
two Principal Chiefs. We publish them
Werbatim, ad titeratim.
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Friends & Brothers =~

- - It was in obedience to Instruc-
tions from your Great Father, the
¥resident of the United States, That
§ sent for you—you - have done well
‘&hat yu hmve come;—T thank you for

Wtig
L
‘. !tw-r-i-: - - r

- I have but Yittle to Say to you, and
what l*hm"ﬂ to say are his words—not

The -subject of your bavine formed’

-2 Constitution, and Constitutional Go- |
verament, lias Raised a Considerahle |
Clamour paiticularly in the adjoin-’
fng Stateswe - - ¢ 0 ddjoin-




-;;'r 8, “’ ca T

1 «“other light, then. s Regulatmm of 1
“pnrelyhsmunicnpal ‘Character—-And !l
¢ which-he wishes them: distinctly 0.,
"% uiderstand; will not be:Recognized, |
‘ap bhangmg any one of the Relations |
-« gnder which they slood to the Ge-|
-+ nerél Government, prior..to the a-‘- -
 doption of eaid Constitution.”’~e——

hese are- all ilie words which he.
" has ‘directed nie, to say to you-—-—They
| Contain but two sentences;—beth -of |
§ which are delivered with Considerable Y
o :emphe&ns,—-——-and ‘both, “of "which T |su
' | wish you to understand,” Take them | tic
®1 | and ponder them over, and over again |
*#* | —They are the words of" yourbdther»- de
o | & frieml— - | e
a8 | o some of you it may be necessa- | Cc
A= 1 ry, to c‘:plam what 1 understand by |} tal
WS I municiple Regulalwns, I under- | ly;
T 1 stand them to be siich  Ordinances, | yor
e ‘Rules, or By laws, as the Inhabitants | one
“3° 1 of any City, Town, or other Body Cor- | me
A4 1 porate, are authorized by their seve- 1
8= I ral Acts of Incorperation, to pass for | (he
8. | their own internal Regulation & Gov- | Un
¢ | ernment; - shy
&t To make this more plam, I wili i |
A give you an example~the people living | sel
G- 1 in a Town, apply to the legislature of | dir
21 there State to be mce*-'pmated, and it { thr
P | is granted, A Luw passes difining their | tha
£y Lorpor.lte boundarys, and authouzmg‘
% I them to Llccet conmncillars, to make
¥+ | such ordinances, or By Laws, as they
'¢ | deem necessary for the Govournment, |
D=1 and well being of the people Residing ]
< 1 within Their Lorpomtc fimaits (pm- ED
= | vided these By Laws suull not be Con- I
< | trary to the Lasvs of the state) and to { in o
~ 1 Elect Otlicers to Lxecute those By | Pre
~ | Laws,—which when so made, have all | day
* 1 the forec of the state Laws over those | that
» 1 peaple; But camnot pirevent, and must | esta
= {"not mllhtale azamnst, or impode, the | mer
Rezulur administration of the Lows | adije
of the State, over that same Per- { was
ctory and people. | | e |
A word or two now as to the Rela- | lisn
tions, under which you stood to the | ntr
" |'General Govournment, nrior to the dy.
o | adoption of said Coastitution, T
| when the United States took the (‘hr*— tod
~} rokees by the hand, and adopted them | easi
't} nao u‘nhlrc.«n vato thoe graat amcuivan | ehiat
° | Family, eertain stipulations were en- | ders
" | tered into; called a Treaty; By which { cam
= | both parties were bound; and neither | than
? 1 can annul, without the (,onsent of the | cipa
- | other.—In which the Cherokees | us+t
- save up to the General Government | reco
v | Certain Rizhts & privalle eges, which | rela
- | they prev mml) & while ma savage | to (l
- | state cnynvu ——and Received in l.u_,u- the
- { thereof, what was believed by your | 'The
ti I ..ttht"'s, o be an Lquivellent, the
-} You gave up to them, your Sove- |say
| reign, lnc.cl;eudume, and the Right | coin
t | to Regulatc a1l your lutcrcounse pinic
- | with Foroien nations, or Eudwstduai tiou
t || vreigners, and with their Citizens.— | not «
y | And in Lieu thereof, Received their { it W
t | protection;-In life, hberly and prop- | tion
g | erty;~But u -none of your 'Treutys | cont
- | with them. do 1 tind that you gave to ] state
~ { them,~the Rizht to Rwrulaie your [ twes
1 own Intercourse with cach other,—or | roke
. | to puimsh your own people for auy vi- | law
. { oiation of yoar own Regulation: ;—Un | vieg
o | less it is found in that Broad expres- | tion
. | sion; iu the latter part of the 9th Ar- | with
. | ticle of the Treaty at Hopewell; (viz) | stru
| *“and to manage all their atliirs i iy
¢ such manner as they think proper™= | re t
" I 'neither do T find in any of the Inter-]laws
| course Laws passed by Congress the | ties.
" | Right assumed to inforce a ¢ cmply- | tion
“lLence with contracts made betwern |salf
” | two Indians,~nor to punish one Indian, IREY
* | for an Offence Committed against an | you :
" | other;—ithin the Indian Teretory.— { i+
" | on the Contrary, I find in the 2nd seca peon
| tion of an act passed the 3rd march | Lewi
' 11817, Eatitled an act, to provide for | pora
| the punishment of crimes committed | pass:
. { withia the indian Boundary; the fol- | by it
lowing proviso, (viz),  Provided .that }reco
vé notlmw in this act, shall be so con- | e an
¢ atrued as to eﬂ'ec,t any Treaty now | done.
‘¢ in forcc.. between the United states | tion |
¢ & any Indian nationi-or to extend to | hein:
 any offence committed by one Indi- | UTnite
‘an against an other, within any Indi- | this !
¢ an bmlmhuf. |t s
‘This Explains to my mind satisfac- | its 1n
torily, what the President means in | ‘was
in Refereuce toyou; hy ¢ Regulations { Gene
nf a purcly mumupfc Characier.— - renc:
{ (viz).to enforce the payment of debts Iatio
.owing by one Indian, to another, to | affos
prevent (or Remedy) wrongs done, by | ‘ect:
one Indian, to an other, or punish one | view
ndian for crimes or offences commit- | L ties)y

ted agoinst an other.

and . te maxo:

not



I." of prﬂ'ent,
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"_'ast,?in- lmpe de,|

any | the- R“egia]a . “administrationof - the |
s of | Laws _made by ihe l:ngher Powers or}-
And ‘the. L:ustmg 'I‘:eaues- =UThis in my {
. 10-{;opinion is,. the’ Rchtwn in which you |
zcd, atond to,the General Gov ournment-—-—_
- In.cgnchision give me leave to add
Ge—' a few words of my own; 'llw) are al |
" a- | 50 the words of a triend; -.
— -—This is an eventfull perwtl in your |
he. _existance, as a pcople, every stepi
1ey | you take is fraught with evenis.—=— [’
of | It is my advice, to you, To view
ble | well the Path you meanto tread; Pur-}
I | sue it Carefully, :md tread lt ceu- | s
em | Uously.-—— .-
ain | Hold yeur Great Fathér the Presi-

i+ -dent fast by the hand dont move 2 sin-
gle step in any new path, with out his
Council; and advice.—a proper course
taken at this time and pursucd Slu(ll-

5d=~

by
)
>S,

its

2
€-

Ve

- selves—

cannot be

| contains o special article.,  which
1states, that all lawful treaties be-

| tween he United States and this Che-
b rokee Nation shall-he the supreme

b vicve of this \'ﬁzml s {0 1ts CMuIen-

| Yaves ofincorpavated Towns and Ci-
56‘][ t]v“}d}“a .H*S !”tl!lllﬂl””d SH\'t‘ICIgII
L you say. that to make It more plain
 porated and it is eranted and a faw

Frecomnended the adoption of a Repub.
 Hean Constitution, whu h has
- | done.

ly; may (with Ileavens Blessing) leac

you to Greateess and Renow n,—But

{
¢
s
t
t
C
t
f
0
|
i

one.wrong step moy be fatal and Re- | e

ml‘{IEIPbb.
Let your path be such as to secure

F

8!

the friendship and protection of the | fi

Umted States; & cultivate the friend-

- h

:],.p of the surrounding states; Live | e
in peace and fr |(=m!slup amongst your- | f

and may the Great Spirit,

h

direct your fect 1 the Right path, and | t

throw Lis licht around 1it.

1 MONTGOMERY. -

Agency Cheroloce Nution,
Sl 16, 18:28.
To Cern. H. MoxNtsomeny, Unrr-
ED STatTks AGgeENT,
JroTEER.—-Your commuiication
i ohedicnee to tostructions frem the

Presideni of the United Siates is this

day received.—We regret to learn |

that the circumstance of onur baving
established a Copstitutional Govern-
ment, has produced a clemour in the
adicine states. ¢ S ety when there
was no just canse for it us is evidene-
ed from the manaer in which Coneress
disnosed of the subjeet, when it was
introduced hetore that Houmablc bo-
dy.

The President has thought proper
to direct you to convene us on this oc-

casion, for the purpose of inferning us,
4 Y !]p X tﬂllqn | T Hl‘stlnf“l_’f IQ 111~

derstand that this act of "the Natiow
‘tewed in any other hmlt
thatt os regulations pureh of a muni-
npal character, and which lw wishes

us dlsllucily to understand will not be
recognized as changing any one of the
relations under which the Nation stood
to the General Government, prior to |
the adoption of our constitm.nn.”
'These remarks you state contuain ¢

the words which vou are directed to
say to.us.—We freely & with pleasure
coincide, with the Fixecutive in the o-
pinton, that our relation and conmee-
tiou with the General Government, is
not chonred, hut remains the same as

L it was before the Cheroliee Constitu-

tion wes adopted- That instrument

faw of the land. This proves, the
ttonn witd the General Government

without any shadmv of doubtful con-
struction.  Yoour éxplanation of «“Mu-
apcinal Reoulations,” however cor-
ro i i rexard, to l‘w police or by
tres. 1s nappliable to the true situa-
fton of s ?«'itmn that claims for it-

irisdiction overits territorial Hmit g—

“1will give you an example; The
people ’mwr m-a town, apply to the
Lexislaire of theirv state to be incor-

passes lefimnimr &e.”  This Nation
by its ovn Lecgislature authorized awd

l)eeu
It had no relation. or comee-

tion to ¢ State:o ask of it, its consent.
hetne onnected  and related to the
letwl%t'ltes nlone, by treaty. And as
this '\:tmn never sur rond{'rcd Her :rrht

1o self 3nvernment o the exercise of

] L tiesiith the [Taited ‘%htnq

| Geneal Government,
wencars nation, our improved Fowis-

latia for ourselves could not possibly. |
' ﬁﬂ'on any misanprehension, or a snh-

its inernal and domestic r@ﬂuhtmn. 13
vas aeedless to ask for. it from th-
to whom, as »

‘ectiof disapprohation ——As to vou -

view of certain passaves of our trea-
we do
not bem it ne(essary a.t this hme, Lo

'.
]

-1 again
.4 thank you. for your attendence..

all
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rep!f to them' and as the Pruldent of

lha Uinted 8 tes. mupet.ts all exis~!
tang**lmatm \'mh_ this. - Nation, ~we

~heartily join witlhim, heart apd band, -
2 thg odlmog, t_""tb&hct; lﬁp:lﬂatw;ls*
.are fixed and ggttobe ¢ e th-
-;out the ¢ous£f oF oth™ ?agrtléi?' (8
affords. us. pleasure, to have” lxs'cnedj
-t0 your: adec, for which you will ac-
cept of our sincere thanks, and please
to accept the . assurances. of . respect
and’ esttem from ~youk - frwnds and .
Lrothers ' *

(Sifmad) W ILLIA\I HICKS

. JOIIN ROSS '




