~ Trom the Richmond Enéuirér. |
A CHEROKEE NEWSPAPER!

The press has heen employed in New

1 York and Philadelphia for establishing

newspapers among the Africans in those
cities. It is now shedding its Jight among
the Indians. We received yesterday mor-
ning a newspaper printed in the Cherokee

1tribe: A partofitin the English charac-

ters, and a part of itin type specially cast
for the purpose of representiag the Chero-

| kee Alphabet invented by Mr. Guess. It

is a singular specimen of typography-—and

is Jeft at our office for the inspection of the|

| curious. The first page and half of the
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{ while in Koglish the same sound may have
{half'a dozen different signs, or the sam-
{sipn may represent as maoy differen,

2nd. present a part of the ¢ Constitution of
the Cherokec nation, formed by a conven-
tion of Delegates {rom the several districts,
at New Echota, July 1827. 1t is printed
in both the English and Cherokee Alpha-
bets in parallel columns. The Lord's
Prayer, both in Prose and Verse, on the
4th page, and two other articles on the 3d

page, are also displayed in the Cherokee '

type—and a key 18 furnished in a very in-

teresting communication, on the 4th page,|
of.the. Alphabet of the Cherokee language|.
—the number of characters is 85—more|
than 20 of which are represented by En-}

glish types corresponding to the vowelsand{
{the consonants (d, g, b, k, l, myn,s,t, w,|
-1and y)—The rest are characters specially
shaped and cast for the purpose. ¢“Each}

character represents a syllable by itself.”—
Two very important advantages are claim.
ed for the Cherokee Alphabet over “the
Roman, as applied to the writing of the En-
clish language: One is, that excepling the
variations of longer or shorter, harder or
softer, as from (d to t,) and more or less as-
pirated sounds, each character is the inva-
risble repiesentative of the same sound;

¢l



yNow, though the number of consenants and
1of vowels is the.same in each language, yet,
-if our arithmetic be ‘catrect, the number .of
‘| possible ‘syllables in the latter is 1536,
Y while, in the former,’ it is only 96.”? E-

1ly explained to the reader, without his hav-

1 It disclaims all sectarian doctrines.in Reli-

{ly for the benefit of the Cherokees—to en-
{ lighten their own minds, and to clear up all

‘mistakes and misrepresenfations abdntabim,
{ from the minds of American politicians.—

|impress upon them; that it i3 neither their

| are 1nclined to believe that they are acting

| We know the pride of the lndian chztac-
{tee. We know how strong is the atiagh-

| his nativity. . We know how deeply this
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i sounds.’——Rwther source of. wonder. in

{but in one every syllable ends with a vow-

j dinott; and issued weekly at $2 50 if paid in

{ with the charities of our white brethren, is

|is patronized by, and under the direction

regard to the Cherokee alphabet is; that so.
few syllabic characters aré sufficient to write
a’langoage. Certaioly they ave sufficient
to write it; and that; ia a manner. vastly
mofe perfect than the-English language is
written by meéans of the Roman alphabet
of letters. Two things account for. the
fewness of the requisite syllabic characiers:
First, the fewness of consonant sounds in
the lapguage. .Secondly, and chiefly, the
owcumstnce that every - spllable. 4n. e

-

tlé calculation will show what g vast ¢, ./
ence the latter circumstance makes i1, . -
number of possible syllables. Suppose, tuf
example, the namber of simple and com-
pound consonant sounds in each of two
languages to be 15,and the nomber of vow-
el sounds 6: in either language a vowel

standing alore ‘may constitute a syllable;

el sound, (as in Cherokee,)—~in the other,
(as in English,) a syllable may either be-
gin or end, or both, with a consonant.—

nough, however, of the peculiarities of - the
Cherokee Alphabet; which cannot be clear-

ing the Alphabet itself before him.

~ The 1st No. of this newspaper .is issved
on the 21st Feb. at New Echota—Its Che-
rokee title defieg the expression of our pen;
but its English Synonyme is the ¢“Chero-
kee Phaenix.”—1It is edited by Elias Bou

advance—It is' handsomely printed on a
Super‘Royal Sheet, with new type. ¢The
establishment, lately purchased, principalily

the property. of the Nation, and the parper

of, the Cherokee Legislature.”’—The spir-
it in which it is to be conducted is disclosed
in a long Editorial Address to the Public—

gion; or the taking of any part in the Pre-
sidential election. It is intended principal- |

One point it seems particalarly anxious to

interest nor their wish to imitate the Creeks,
Chickasaws and Choctaws in the abandon-
ment of their own country. It declares
that they are unanimously opposed to any
emigration from their own lands to the
country west of the Mississippi.—Yet we

upon an erroneous policy in this respect.—

ment of almost every person 10 the place of

sentiment is strengthened among the In-
dians by a'sort of superstitious reverence
for the ashes of their ancestors. “\Yhat!”?
(exclaimed the Indians in Canada, when
the French were persuading them to re-
move from their native fields)—*“Can we
say to the bones of nur fathers, ¢Arise, and
go with us to a foreign land?”—But the sad
experience of so many years ought to read
this melancholy lesson to the Cherokees;
that the foot of the white man is continual-
ly treading upon their heels; that the re-
sources of the surrounding whites mast gra-
dually destroy all insulated epposition on
the part of the sons of the forest; and that
it is better for them to remove to the West
of the Mississippi; where uniting with the
other tribes, in their moral and physical re-
sources, they may gradually develope, on
a more auspictous theatre, the netw experi-
ment of Indian Civilization. = |




