T wof pid ok ¢y

A R el h,

"t eral Colificil. |

CHEROKEE CONSTITUTION.

The followihg articles, extracted from the
new Lonstitution adopted by the Cherokee
nation, will show the fight in which the tribe
vieWw matters of religion : o ~

“ArT. XVI. Whereas the Ministers of

f

the Gospel are, by thgirdarof'essimi, dedicat-
ed to the service of God, a‘n_rl the care of
souls, and ought not to be diverted from the |

of any rellgious pursuasion, while he contin-

ues in the exercise of his pastoral functions, |
shall be eligible to the office of Prineipal

Chief, or a seat in tither House of the Gen- |

Art. XVII. No person who denies the
being of God, or of a future state of rewards
and punishments, shall hold any office in the
civil department of this Nation.

Art. XVIII. The free exercise of reli-
gioiis worship, and serving God without dis-
tinction, shall forever be allowed within this
Nation : Provided, That this liberty of éon-

great duty of their funciion, therefore, no|
.} minister of the Gospel, of public preacher,



—

science shil not be so construed as (5 ek-
cuse acts nf Dlicentipusuess, or Jubllﬁ praelL

‘ces mconsistent with the pE‘ace or safeiy of
 this Nation.”



