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THE CHEROLEE QUESTIO\'

ALBANY, 20th June, 1S32.

Afr. Croswell,
Sir :—I was desirous that the following:

article shonld appear in the New-York Ob-
server, as that paper has been particularly in- |
dustrious in circulating statements to the pre-
)udxce of Georgia. Having been refused ad- |
mission to its columns, I must beg the favor of |
you to permit me to use yours. ;
Since the note to the editor of the Obser- |
ver was written, it has occurred to wme that it |
might be well to mention the following fact. ‘
Georgia has, at this moment, a controver- |
sy with the government of the United States, |
nlehho-mapan of thetemluyof[-‘loﬂ-;
da. Tt is her desire that this conuoverq}
should be settled by the Supreme Court; be- |
cause she believes that tribunal has, under the |
constitution and laws of the union, jurisdic-|
tion of the case. Accordingly the Erecutive |
authority of the state has been directed to!
edop! measures fo bring the question before
that iribunal for adjudication.
lmenhonlhsmtasnapokggfor Geor-—:
gia.—That state, knowing that she is right, |
would spum from beranvofheruamnswho
would attempt to make qdogus for her con-
M in relation to the Indians and Mi@m |
liberation,—ith a full view of all the con-
m a perfect knowledge of her rights,
and 2 ',mm m them, at |

. {
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Still she is not indifferent about the opin-|
fons her neighbors may entertain of her. All
she asks is that facts may be fairly stated and
attentively considered :—being perfectly sat-
isfied that whenever this is done, the decis-
jon of all impartial and unprejudiced men
will be in her favor.

If you can, without inconvenience, publish
this note, together with the papers which ac-
company it, during the approaching session of
your legislature, you will confer a favor on,

Sir, yours, very respectfully,
JAS. CAMAK.

To the editor of the N. Y. Qbserver.
New- York, June 1, 1832.

Str—~Since I left home I have cofiversed with |
many persons on the subject of the missionaries
who are confined 1n the penitentiary of the state of
Georgia. [ have been greatly surprised at the opin- |
fons entertained and expressed, in relation to !he*
cowrse that has been pursued by Georgia;—and the
miore so, as these opinions appear to me te be found-
ed on an apprehension of the factsof the case,al-
gether erroneous.

To dispel error, and to give to those who sincere-
ly desire to know the truth, an opportunity of grati-
fying that desire, I request the publicatien, in the
Qbserver, of the enclosed decument, and the notes
annexed thereto. Permit me to express the hope
that it will be attentively read, and patiently ex-
amined.

In the Baptist convention lately held in this city,
the writer ot this article is informed, that the ques-
tion concerning these missionaries was agitated. Mr.
STocks, president of the senate of Georgia, being
one of the delegates, had the report and notes pr nt-
ed and circulated among the members of the con-
¥ention. The result was an bpanimous vote in fa-
vor of Georgia, as the writer has been informed... |

The author of the report, E. A. NesBiTT, of
Morgan county, i2 a member of the Presbytenan
church: and, as a jurist, a man and a christian, he
will ot suffer any thing by a comparison with any
man of his age'in the country. The author of the
notes is a distinguished member of the Baptist
church; and has been, for many years, president of
the senate of Georgia—the second officer in the
state government,
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na‘t\e‘g:;v the rifhr of Georgia to extend her Jaws

over the Cherokee territory, the writer refers mt)’n:
fideutly to the re e norf-,‘(a) t_md t(; ]u;
treaty between the government of Geordid and he
vernment of the United States, in 1802. 'So alsq
szea he refer to the repert as to the e':rpnfmn'y of
such & measure, on the part of Georgiag but more
rticularly to the note marked (0,) as gontmung a
statement of fact, among many ethers of a like cha-
racter that might have been made, the force of
which, he thinks, i irresistible.
Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
JAS. CAMAK,

of Milledgeville, Georgia.

port, to th

CHEROKEE QUESTION.
Report of the commiltee on the state of the repub-
ic, presented to the legislature of Georgia, De-

cember 15, 1831,

The committee, to whom was referred so much of
his excellency the governor’s communication as re-
lates to the enforcement of the law, making it penal,
under cortain restrictions, for white persons to re-
side within the limits of the Cherokee nation, to-

ether with the documents in relation to that sub-
fecl, have bestowed upon the subject such reflec-
tion, and given it such investigation, as its impor-
tance wmerits, It does not appoear to your commit-
toe, 8o far as the people of Georgia are concerned,
at all necessary to enter into a defence of this mea-
sura of the government. Our people with one ac-
cond, your cemuuttee believe, approve both the poli-
cy of the law and the manner of its enforcement
'l“he policy of the state towards the Cherokee tribe
of Indiany, in regard to the unsetiled lands within
her limits, and particularly in reference to the mis-
mn;:::“;'l:’? thhavc atnndol themselves obnoxious to

! e act of the last legislature, has bee
and still 18 already [abroad] the subj e
sentation, and the t}mmc of v‘lu‘ 5 o bt
el represented as usarp itaperation, ~ We have
; S usurp'ng rights which belong to
&0‘ IndltilI}S. a3 exercising dominion over a m(ﬁ,}e
b Ty ;‘;;‘:l?@hdem. and ay disregarding the sa-
&5 Siims: ‘X‘d holy functions of the missionaries

~ people of the regard to thy moral sense of th
ple of the Union, and a : >
' Tacter of the > Just vespect to the cha-
 that, upon ‘ﬁﬁ.th:?;by our committee believe, requira
’ Ject facts should be exhibited,

- m‘ inciples of action which have governed

ale be w '
Shos nnh..a‘..f.n understood,
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the stat Pl};ml.r{“lu)- well understood
the state should be we - . i s LA
By alaw of the state, passed at the last session of! P

the geneml assembly, all white persons, exoqzt P
wents of the United States, are p_ruh|bited from re- | te
siding within its territory, _occup@d by the (:hcm- E 2!
keey, unless anthorised by license from the governor | a
or his agent, upon taking an oath 10 s’upport the con- | tl
stitution and laws of this state. The right of ghe T
. state to pass this law, results as a neces=ary conse- | fy
ence to the right which she has to the soil and ju- | ¢]
risdiction over 31(3 Cherokee lands. Her right of | |
jurisdiction is co-extensive with her chartqrcd himits, |
aud embraces the persons 2nd things swithin those | ¢
limits. No enlightened jurist of the present day; no | ¢
one familiar with the custom which has governed all |
the states of the Union, who have had Indian tribes |
¢

|

(
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within their limits (a); or who is conversant with
the policy of the federal government, since the ad-
ministration of Mr. Monroe, will for a moment doubt
the rii"t of the state to extend her criminal laws
over the whole of her chartered limits. This is not |
a vexed question. At all events, its elucidation
does not constitute a part of the duty of yeur com- |
mittee upon the present occasion. ‘
(6) The reason und necessity of the law are as
obvious as the right to enact it. A teading object
‘with the general government has been, for many
years, the removal vl the Cherokee Indians west of
“the Mississippi. This has been held by the most
bensvolent, and also the most distinguished of our
 statesmen, the only mears left to the government to
: ,me. the wretched remnents of th:s ofice numerous
wﬂ?’\:neu:tpmtgn- from moral rui? as individuals,
o > tﬁpc ion as a tribe. Year aiter year,
the tribes within the states have been secn to de-
in nuimbers, and to sink lower and lower in |
, depravity and sin.  The parental arm of the
ent has been extended to their relief, and
‘and state governments have united thejr
*liém’n them from their present habita-
locaty -ﬁ\etttnebc_ﬁ\d tiIhe Mississippi.—
, 1e protection of the govern-
alike from the crines and theﬁ:upid;-
mmb live in their own peculiar
Y and loraly masters of the forest.

&




of Ly mlenssl L (U be:ml-!
it e an object of peosi of her Chervkee |

lay of the federal
ligations. The Cherokee o
| titude of an t ration, with
! and lavws distinct trom, and me.qeadmﬂ the shate
g authority. The discovery of immense wiveral
| wealth within the limits of the nation, acting upon
| the avarice and cupidity of men, had brought into
| the termitery 2 numerous body of med, hiwless, aban-
‘duned, and hostile 1o the policy of the state. (€)
' These circumstances imperiously 3 ked of the state
' decisive and promptaction; and on these accounts
z she enacted laws, 2b g the Cherckee govern-
| ment, making it penal te and pumsshing 2
| rewdent within the lemtf-r?ﬂd the resident
. would take an oath to cbserve the constitution and

K

Ehwsot the state.

sens from the Cherokee lands was the dictate of

j licy and necessty.

The exclusion of all white per-
[z was well ascertained that

eﬂixrta of whites resident in the nation were directed
to a preventisn «f the removal of the Indians. They
dissuaded the Indians (rom emigrating, evcouraged

' them in their ideas of independence, csented

' the policy and intents ot tha gov ernment, and thwart- !
cd by all the means within their power, the views |

.  of the state. It became mecessary, therciore, thet |
| ' the state should abandon her poncv and ceass her|
1

efforts to remove the Indians, or rid hersell’ of the |
' selfish and corrupt whites who bad settied awong |
them. Hence the passave of the act making it pe- |
nal to reside within the limits of the land occapved
bvthe Cherokees, without a lcense, and mthnnl_

an aath to observe the constitution and aws
d‘the state. The eath and the hcense, it was
thought, weuld beasuﬁcm&pmlechmof&epdr

Ty ot the state, from any

m\hu@lmwmumm R
10 ﬂrebenewdent views of the

were well
state, the m!h would be no
it would exclude sech as were

to defeat it, by

block, whilst
e to herilla—

‘ves's and her policy. And the fact of permi
residence there, upon such terms, proves

sively that the law was intended to operale apon
such only as were defeating the great

state. Removel of the whites was mtalnnehn&
sired, as the destiuction of that infiuence which was
:tmwththemtem tofGeor-n.
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It is worthy of remark, that the federal govern-
ment, acting *‘in loco parenlis” to the Indians,
delegated to her Indian agents more power over
i i i t Jeorgia seeks
whites, resident in the nation, than Georgia §
to exercise, in the enforcement of her law. They
were instructed, by order from the war departmept:
in the following words: *¢ You are to allow no w_l:nlt(,
person to enter and settle on the Indlar}. la‘nds \:1! 1;
in your agency, who shall not,on e“te"'l‘$’ Pr‘f“'i.n
to you approved testimonials of his good © mm(‘_..ur or
industry, honesty and sobriety; nm.“thqn, \\1tho_ut
the consent of the Indians, And if, alter permis-
sion is given under such testimonials, the person or
persons to whem it 1s given shall become lazy, dis-
honest, intemperate, or In any way setting vicious
examples before the Indiavs, exciting them against
cach other, or inflaming their jealousy and sus-
picion against the general government, or any of
its acts towards them, or attempting to degrade in
their eyes the agents of government; thereby des-
troying their inliuence over the Indians by false ac-
cusations or otherwise, you will forthwith order such
person or persons out of the Indian country.” Tt
is here seen, that Georgia, inher sovereign charac-
ter, and in the exercise of an iudubitable rigl.t, has{
scarcely assumed as much power over these persons,
as the federal government thought proper to commiit
to her agents, who were to a great extent nrespon-
sible. Both governments had mainly in view the
the same object, in the suppression of any infiluence
amone the Indians adverse to their benevulent de-

igns towards them; ana yer, mn a 1oy 0 those
who admit and justify the measures of the general
government, condemn and reprobate the law of this
state. Your committee are of opinion that when
this matter is understead, it will be admitted that all
which Georgia has dore was made necessary in or-
der to effect the removal of the Indians.

Let those, too, who clamor so much about Indian
rights, and who weep so much over Indian suffer-
itgs, know, that this law was necessary to the prod
tection of the persons and property of the Indians,
from the violence, the intrigues, and the corruptions
of the whites. Here it is well understood, that
white men are the greatest enemies to the Indians,
whether in the character of the selfish, avaricious,
and ambitious resident within their limits, cr the
character of the political knave, or canting tanatic
without their limits. At no time have Indian rights
been better protected, and at no time has tie Cher-
okee tribe exhibited more evidence of peace, quiet,
and protection, than since the extension of our laws
over lhem.T The Georgia jurisdiction has been their

x so, but the law excluding tl
whites, was Intendea> ﬁ ,l,e_

tend, protection to those who are willt
its penalties, by complying with its terms. The
laws and character of the state are a guarantce to
such of more right than they ever enjoyed there.—
By a strange perversion of principle, or a wretched
ignorance of {acts, a mild and benevolent policy has
been corrupted into the veriest despotism; and that
law, which created a right for the white man in the
Cherckee country, which he had not before, gnd
protected him in the enjoyment of it, has been de-
nounced as arbitrary, unjust, and unholy. At no
time, under the intercourse laws, have the Indians
been so effectually protected, and at so little cost, as

o e Al e s T el sl s Busih seiPA S el P |

under the laws of Georgia. Your comnmiitee have



DR A A i’ “\l:'ur comnmittee have
under the laws of Georgia. ‘ ooy
said, that the act of the general nss_ombly ;} as n(f (‘,t(lﬁ
sary to carry into effect the benign POUCY O t“;
state, in reterence to the Indians; that ;t ope ira o
as a pmleclion to them, {rom thc.mpncny‘nm vio-
lence of the whites; and that, so far from its being
an unwarrantable pmscriptioq of them, it actually
conterred privileges which, of rnght, ‘thc_\' have net
before possessed.  The latter position 1s made mani-
fest by adverting to the fact, that before the passage
of the act, no white citizen could claim his residence
(here us & matter of right; but the moment he com-
plied with the reasonable requisiions ol ‘lhe law, he
became, ipso facto, entitled to su;h residence, and
all the benefits it conterved. It is true, that many
were upon the soil at the moment of passing the acty
but their residence was assumed, and only tolerated
by the state: they were only residen s at the sufter-
ance of the state. ‘The missionaries themselves will
not deny but that their condition, in the Cherokee
nation, under the jurisdiction of Georgia, was great-
ly preferable to what it was under the dominion of
the agents of the United States.

The law which has excited so much feeling among
our brethren ol the eastern states, is not partial or
exclusive in its operation. The first citizen of Geor-
ia, the most abandoned of the refugeo adventurers
for gold, as well as the meek and law-abiding Mo-
ravian missionary, are within its provisions—all clas-
ses, all grades, and all professions, are alike liable to
is pena\tius‘ Ourlaw in this, as well as all [other]
cases, aits at no individual or individuals, and re-
cognizes no exemptions.  And had the most talent-
ad, or the most dignified of our sons, resided within
the limits of our lauds in the possession of the Cher-
okee Indians, without having taken the oath, the
law would have been administered upon such a one
with unsparing rigor and untelenting severity. Your
committee, therefore, declare that no objection can
be rged against the state, with any propriety, upon
3!\0 score ol its inequality, for the state made all men
| ** equal under the law." ,
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?]qiqe law of the lastlegislature, herein adverted to, |

did not, according to its provisions, take effect im- | tin;
mediately. The commencement of its operation chi
was fixed ata time sufficiently remote to put all | of
persons interested vpon their guard; and ample cp- | {
portunity was afforded for a knewledge of 1ts exis- | sal
tence and of its provisions. No man was ent.l'apped; P
and 211l who offended against it s_mned against lhe. th
anthority of the state, with a perfect knowledge of :_;o]
the consequences. Most of those persons who were | in
residents in the Cherokee country, - either removedi as

| {rom the state, or submitted to the requirements of | co
the law.(d) The board of directors ot the United

Brethren’s mission at Salem, believing that the ob- | p
ject of their mission to the Cherokees, under the pe- | er
culiar circumstances of the state and the Indians,| st
could not be cffected, instructed their missionaries | c
to remove {rom the country. Acting, as your com-
mittee believe, from a sense of respect to the laws | t
and authorities of Georgia, they were unwilling to |
interfere w ith her laws or her po'icy. Inthe conduct | n
of these unobtrusive and devoted missionaries oi the | li
cross, is exhibited in bold reli f the pure and sub- | tl
lime principles of our holy religion. Some there | J
were, however, who refused to remove from our |t
limits, and who refused to comply with the condi- | t
tions of residence prescribed in the law. These in-
dividuals were either missionaries, or persons who

were under their intiuence, and acted under their
advisement. The most conspicucus and talentcd of
these individuals, are the Rev. S. Worcester and
Dr. E. Butler, Missionaries of the American Board
of IForeign Missions.

These persons had long been conversaut with the
policy of the general government, and with the
rights as well as the laws of Georgia. The law, to
whose penalty they became obnoxious, was known
| to them. The law had raised within their hearing,
| its warning voice, and admonished them of their

duty; but the governor of the state, reluctant to en-
torce upon them the penalty of the law, respecting
their sacred profession, and respecting still more the
mast holy cause in which they were engag-d, kind-
ly and politely, and in the spirit of forbearance,
warned lhen_\, yet again of their ciime, and invited
them away [rom their own ruin. A persoral address

E
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al was made to each of them by his excellency, and
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ten duye given o thely veu ovileeall thi did ve
avidl. Phey not only peesisted i their Hegal oo
dence, but ventured wpon the jostifeation of e
N‘hnu\nau adidrons to the exeeutive ol the wlate, Oy
dove were then given toavrest thet, that they migh
ool the Ml penalty of our lawe, ** sinoe such wa
thetr voluntary eholoe'  They were wrvested,
oy mnd convioted, nnd now, inmatos of the state pri
oy, they auffur the melaneholy doom which thei
perveras ohatinaoy, o mimgaided weal haw brought
upon then,

What veproaeh eould ho cast upon the state for
thelr convietion, and what juatification or extenias
tfon ean be had tor their vielation of the laws of the
wlate ! Noneo  No mon would hesitate to pronounes
thetn the wilful perpetrators of ther owin ki
finess 100 be said that they were residents upon
thone lands by permisaion of the United Ntates' go
vornment, and therefore the state had no dght
i‘“"“‘h them your committes answer, that the go
vornment of the United States has no power to hu‘
wtow & tighty which fe adverse to the vights of Geo

fo, amd that this permbeaon was good o them s
onge i the state aegquiesced it and no lomger; (e)
anid thae ennoting of the law, muaking the vesidence
orlmingl, 4o a deelamtion of te state’s disent to it
106 e ovndid that thelr residence was by permission
of the Indiane, and theretore the atate could not
make (L penalcyour comniites answery the Indi
alm, (b tiae, bave o vight of uwu\mnv‘\'; but this
vight of veeupaney s persennl to themwelves, and
eannot he by them delegated o any peson whats
ever: theretore thely consent o o rosddence ¥ no
fuatitieation,  The uwltmate fee o the lands e in
Gootgia and so e s Goeorgla and all the world
(oxoept the Tndinng) v eonverned, sho v the abae
[wte wngualified owner < As your cominittes befbre
romnrked, the ght of jurisdiotion s fn Goorgla, and
of commequence there e no limit to her rpat of pe
nol enactinent,  The state owned the lands, aud it
Wik pertootly vompetent for hory to \'ru-t'l‘ﬂw auch
ornn to residunee upon them s ahe devied Gt and
expediont, Lt will not ba dented that the state has
the vight to praseribe sueh conditions to e restdence,
upon the atatohouse square in the town of Mik
lodgeville, an she may think 6t 8o far as all the
world (eacept the Indiane) i coneerned, there e no
diforencoe botween the title, whieh the state has to
her statehouse square, and hor titde to the Cheros
koo lands,  In eithor case the geant (20 her, and
ecan never be divested but by her own aet. it s
wald that the state did mqu\xna the missionaries to
take an oath, which i conscience they could not
take, or sutler the penalty of the law ] your commits
toe answer, that the state invelved (e missionaies

o sueh desporate ditemma, 1 the oath Was (s

Ko, 1t wae n voluntary ety and the oath conld haye
boenavalded by removal Dom our limite (/) 1 the



¥ was suflored, it was a voluntary act, which {
might have been avoided either by taking the cath,
| or removing from the limits.  The missionarics were |
left free ta choose between the oath, the penalty ot
the law, and removal; and they chose the penalty
of the law. Why then should the state be censured
for an act, which was the result ot cheice on the
pert of the missionaries; and which your committee
tear was sought by them, either for the purposes of
| political effect, or to exhibit themselves to a sympa-
thising fraternity, as sufferers for righteousness’
sake?

They surely cannot claim for themselves exemp-
tion from the operation of the laws of the state by
reason of their profession or their vocation. The
laws of Georgia interfere not with the religious pri-
vileges, or conscientious opinions of men ; and qha
tate lends her aid to all etforts for the dissemination
of the truths of revelation : she is the auxiliary ot
the missionary, in teaching the heathen the great
truths of Christianity; and her constitution and laws
are based upon the principles and dectiines of Him
' who spake as never man spake.  Still the law is no
ii respicter of persons ; and he who v olates it, whe-

ther Jew ot Gentile, Christian or Infidel, Mahome-
ton ar Pacan wust expect to meel its sanctions, and

R e S SRR B

feel its penalties.  Ttis for the mismvnaues «w oo
concile their precepts with their practice, and to
prave to the world that the religion which they pro-
fess allows, much less encourages, disobedience to |
laws, insubordination, and resistance to the powers |
that be. It remains for them to show that resistance |
to rightful civil autherity is either a chnstian duty, or |
a christian privilege ; that things which are Casar’s |
are not to be rendered to Cesar; and that consai-
entious scruples can defeat the operatien of laws, or
stay the hand of government. 1t the opinion of ev-
ery sucject, as to the constitutionality of the laws

under which he lives, can exempt him from thvir'

ration, then 1s government a mockery, and law-
m:jw and goveinors, the mwerest toys to be

i besnavaided by removal from ourlitnits.( f) It the |

| ¢ 1o the whims and caprices of
i ~ In the of these individuals to
the .ﬂietumofthdrremﬂtoohgth'
laws ol Georgia, is to be that they did not

believe the srate had right of jurisdiction over
the euﬂs;. and believing as they did, they could
not do vivlence to their consciences by taking the

‘ ‘e _that scruples as to
duty to remove. They cannot deny the BEhTOT AT
men to judge for themselves of the constitutionality
or propriety of any law; but it is a new idea, that the
law, as 1o such an one so judging, is to fail of its ef-
fect and become a nullity. These who do assume
tus oviginal, natural right, and act upen it, as the
missionanes bave done, must expect to sufferas they
are ing, the consequences of their rash juig-
ment.
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j mﬁ:l:“;]-e Rev. Samuel A. Worcester and Dr. Elizur

| Butler were warned of the existence of the law they
have violated. They were politely  invited to re-
move, and time given for their removal. They re-

| sisted the authority of ‘the state, and repelled with

disdain the kind offices of the governor in their be-
half. They were arrested, defended by enlighten-
ed counsel, tried before a court d_lstmgunshed for its
legal wisdom and benevolent feeling, and convicted
and sentenced. Still, the authority of the state fol-
lowed them with anxious solicitude to relieve them;
still kindness and mercy and forbearance would
have staved the execuiion of the sentence. At the
gate of the penitentiary they were met with the of-
fer of pardon, upon the casy terms of removal {rom
the territory, or taking the cath. This offer they
repelled—these overtures of mercy they heeded not,
and entered the penitentiary, a living monument of
lanaticism, political knavery, or egregious folly. Not-
withstanding all these ihings, Georgia has been
ranked among the despotisms of the east; and her
late benevolent, honest, and talented governor pla-
ced among the Neros, Dionysiuses, and Dracos, of
infumous memory. From the enlightened, the can-
did, and the pious, of all parties and all creeds, the
state must receive a judgment not only of acquittal
of error or crime, but of high commendation.

Resolved, That this committee recommend, and
do hereby recommend to the general assembly, the
printing of forty copies of this report for each mem-
ber of the state delegation in congress, and that his
excellency the governor, be, and he is hereby re-
quested to forward to our delegation in congress,
forty copies each of the 1eport.
; Read and agreed to.

THOMAS STOCKS, Pres.

Attest, 1. L. HAnmg, Sec’y.
~__In the House of Representatives, concurred in,

Dec. [24] 1831.
ASBURY HULL, Speaker.
Attest, W. C. Dawson, Clerk.
Approved, Dec. 26, 1831.
WILSON LUMPKIN, Governor.
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NOTES—By THomAS Stocks.

The foregoing Report was drawn up by a dis-
tinguished jurist and esteemed member of the
chureh, and unanimously agreed to by both branches
of the Legislature.

(a) New-York and other states had done the
same. Extract from the law of New-York in 1822:
—<The several conrts of justice, organized under
the constitutionand laws of this state, possess the

| sole and exclusive jurisdiction of trying and punigh-

ing, in the manner preseribed by law, all persons,
as well Indians as others, for oftences and crimes

| committed within the boundaries of the state,” &c.

3

“J'or a long succession of years,” says the Su-
preme Courtof New-Yerk, ‘‘we have exercised
entire supremacy over all the tribes within the
state, and have reguiated by law their interral con-
cerns, their contracts, and their property.”’

(&) There was no safety to persons travelling
through the nation, and no authority to punish for the
most enormous crines. Two white men wantonly
murdered another aho was residing within the
limits of the nation. They were arraigned before
the Superior Court of an adjoining county; but the
Judge could not punish them, because tlLe constitu-
tion of Georgia requires ali criminals to be tried in
the county where the crime was committed; but tie
Cherokee country was ot a county. Unwilling,
however, tolet such an infringement of personal
rights pass without punishment, the Judge bound
the prisoners to appear belore the United States
Court for the District of Georgia. There the Judze
decided that he had no power to punish them, and
they went at large! When these decisions were
made known, the number of out-laws and villains
was greatly multiplied, and they swarmed into the
Cherokee Nation.

(¢) These men, together with the chiefs, control-
led the whole hody ot Indians. It was their inter-
est lo retain possession of the country, and impose on
the ignorance of the great mass of the population.—
The chiefs, most of whom are nearly destitute of an)
Indian blood at all, received and made use of the
annuoities paid by the General Government, for
themsclves, and expended it for their own interest
Latcly, however, the President has directed these

| aonuities to be paid to each ramily; ana hence the

! head men, in order te fee lawyers, have resorted to




} the spocehsmaling plan smong the Northem Staten,
\ (oW venre ago, some hundreds secepted the oftoy
ol the Clovernment, abd vemoved wWost of the Mixei-
Cabpply but, o prevent further ewbgation, the chie
pusaed w e ﬂ'mlun walking death the punishiment of
any farily that would entol for this purpsact The
eotnmon Tndinng telt it was their interest 1o remove,
and all would have gone ere thie, had it not beon 1oy
the |||m‘m".“| ol |I|_O rrulers,  Theb RO (s Ol
and it e well known they are too indolent 1o |n“mm\.
Wil many of them are in s most wistehed canis
thon,

(ef) Moy, My, O'Bryan, & Baptist missionary, way
in the nationg but he did not think it was his duty
to dely the laws of Georgla, Teeture on politics, and
inault the government.  Nor did he lose the confl.
dinee of the Indians for his respeet to the lawe,
More than elghty tanilios begged him to go west
with thewmi he has eonsented, and they have now
probishly serived beyend the Miwissippi,

(e) The yight of sl and jurisdiction was in Georgia
previous to the fermation of the federal constitution,
Nhe permitied the United Statos government to vega.
late tntercomse with the Indians, vntil it became
necessary for het to assuine {mimlicuun. :

(/) The missionarion could have removed if they
diliked the law, & few miles, either into Alabama,

Tennessee or NortheUaroling, and theve, within the
e fibe, pursied their benevolent labors.  There
v nothing (0 the Georgia law which infvinges at all
thoir rights of conseienos, or hinders them from
preaching the gospel.  Should it be said that the
talcing the oath would destroy all their hope of daing
pood with the Tndians, it mav be answered, that it
ionot trae; for ME O'Rivan's obedience did not
untavorably tmpross the Todiane towaids him,

Lot it be anked, wonld Massachusetts suffer the
Mashpee teibe, within that state, to declare twell an
independont nation? Would New-York, or any
othor atate, suile 102

it should besald that Georgla i wresting the
lands trom the Cherokees, [t is hot trae: she has

poneral government will xoon fnduce them tp e
wove beyond the Missssippii but she does not e
tond to dinpessess them of the vight of oceupaney.
They may romain ax long as they please,

This report, and these few notes and vewmarks,
have been reprinted to correct the many erroneous
impressions that are abroad un this subjeet,  Had
tho pressos at the north given publicity ta the ve
port and other doeuments, retuting the many slan-
dot cast upon Georgla, thix pamphlet had net ween
the light, TUHOMAN STOCRS,

divectod the wurvey of them, In expectation that the ¢
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