" | Convention, and at every fourth annual ses-
¢ | sion thereufter, on the second day after the
> | Houses shall be organi d, and -competent
b |'to proceed to business, elect a Principal
_ | Chief. .

- See. 2. Nopersonexceptanatural born

<1 citizen shall be eligible to the office of
- | Principal Chief; neither shell any person

+ | Principal Chief from office, or of his deuth.
v | resignation, or inability to discharge the
. | powers and duties of the said office, the
o | same shall devolve on the assistant princi-
- | pal Chicf, until the inability be removed
- { or the vacaney filled by the General Coun-
cil, -
- Sec. 5. The General Council may, by
= {'law, provide for the case of removal.
d death, resignation or inability of both the

I, Piincipal Chief, until the disability be re-
:s moved, or a Principal Chief shall be clect-

i)

1y | ished during the period for which they shall
he | have been elected; and they shall not re-
ly | ceive, within that period, any other emol-
d- | ument from the Cherokee Nation, or any

Ir- | ters on the exccution of his office, he shall
his
rk | faithfully” execute the-office of Principal
he | Chief ol'y 1

en- | to the best of my ability, preserve, protect
er- | and defend, the Constitution of the Chero-
on- | kee Nation.” . .

oon| Sec. 8. He may, on extraordinary oc-
ng. | cusions, convene the General Council at the
 on | Seat of Government. . .-

'm, | Sec. 9. He shall from time to time give
po-| 1o the General Council information of the

(]

0se | to their consideration such measures as he
e at | may think expedient.

fter | Sec: 10. He shall take care that the
nin- | Jaws be faithfully executed.

rent | Sec. 11. It shall be his duty Lo visit the

e 5t- | different districts, at least once in two
Bi- | years, to inform himselfof the general con-

| too | dition of the Country.”

yene|  Sec. 12. The assistant Principal.Chicf

MAN | of the Government, at all tires during his

in | continuance in office.

v
>

; See. 1. The Supreme Executive Power-
| of this Nation shall be vested ina Principal

s | Council, and shall hold his oflice four ycars;
: to be elected as follows,—The General

, | have attained to the age of thirty-five years

1 tant Principal Chief.
n

d | declaring what officer shall then act as

ed,
-1 Sec. 6. The Principal Chiefand assis-
r-| tant Principal Clief, shull, at stated times,
10 | receive for their services, a compensation,

=

{coNTinuLD.]
'CONSTITUTION OF THE CHERO-
‘ KLEE NATION,

Formed by a Convention of Delegates from
the several Districts, at New Echota, Ju-
ly1821. -

ARTICLE 1V.

Chicf, who shall be chosen by the General

Council, by a joint vate, shall, at th_ci!' se-
cond unnual session, after the rising ol this

be eligible to that office, who shall not

Sec. 3. There shall also be chosen 2
the same time, by the General Council, v
the sume manner, for four years, an assis-

Sec. 4. In case of the removal of the

Principal and assistant Principal Chiefs,

which shall ncither be increased nor dimin-

other government.
Sec 7. Before the Principal Chief en-

take the [ollowing oath, or affirmation; 1
do solemly swear (or, affirm) that I will

he Cherokee Nation, and will,

a| State of the Government, and recommend

shall, by virtue of his office, aid and advise
the Principal Chief in the Administration

+ 1.
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> in- Sec. 13. Vacancics that may happen in
fane | offices, the apYoianent of which is vested

rrec. | in the Genera

Council, shall be filled by

1not { by the Principal Chief, during the recess
sant | of the General Council, by granting Com-
‘me. { missions which shall expire at the end of
cred | the next Session.-

d to Sce. 14. Every Bill which shall have i
eman | pagsed both Houses of the General Coun- |.

anic | cil shall,before it becomes a-law, be pre-
hut | sented to the Principal Chicf of the Cher-
that | oleee Nation.  If he approve, he shall sim
vear, | it, but if not, he shall returnit, with his ob-
1o | jections, to that house in which it shall
d 10 | haye originated, who shall enter the ob-
d the | jections at large on their journals, and pro-
soci- |'cced to recousider it. - 1T, after such ve-
some | consideration, two thirds of that House
 that | ghall agree to pass the bitl, it shall be sent,
emen | together with the ohjections, to the other
Y 8= | house, by which it shall likewise be recon-
ino- | sidered, and if approved by two thirds of
Ier- | that house, it shull become a law. 1f any

bill shell not be returned by the Principul




Chief withinfive duysr(b'uudny’s excepted)

|

v

BLE Y

dfter it shall have been presented to him,
the same shall be a law, in like manner as
it he had signed it; unless the General
Louncil by their adjournment prevent its
eturn, in which case it shall beu Juw, un-
exs sent back within three days atter their
next weeting.

See. 15. Members of the General Coun-
cil and all officers, Executive und Judi-
cial, shall be bound by vath to support the
Constitution of this Nation, aud to perform
the dutics of their respective oliices, with
fidelity.

Sec. 16. In case of disagreement be-
tween the two bouses with respeet to the
time of adjournment, the Principal Chief
shall have power to adjourn the Geners
council to.such a time as e thinks proper,
provided, it be not toa peviod beyond  the
next Constitutional mecting of the same.

Sec. 17. The Principal Chief shall,
during the sitting of the General Coungil,
attend at the Seat, of Government

J 18, There shall bea Council to
consist of three men to be appointed by
the joint vote of both Houses, to advise the
Principzl Chief in the Executive part of
the Government, whom the Principal Chicf
shall have full powev, at his discretion, to
assemble; and be, together with the assis-
tant Principal Chief, and the Counscllors,
or o mujorily of them, may, {rom time to
time, Lold und keep a Council for ovdering
and divecting the ulluirs of the Nation ac-
cortding to law. .

Sec. 19. The members of the Council
shail he chosen for the term of one year.

Sec. 20. The resolutions and advice of
the, Council shell be recorded ina register
and signed by the members agreeing there-
to, which may be called for by either
house of the Genera! Council; and any
counsellor may enter his dissent to the re-
solution of the majority.

Sec. 21. The Treasurer of the Chero-
kee Nationshall be chosen by the joint vote
of both Houses of the General Council for
the term of two years.

Sec. 22. The Treasurer shall, before
entering on the duties of his office, give
bond to the Nation with sureties to the sat-
isfaction of the Legislature, for the faith-
ful discharge of his trust.
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the Treasury, but by warrant from the.
Principal Chief, and in consequence of ap-
propriations made by law.

Sec. 25. It shallbe the duty of the
Treasurer to receive all public moneys,
and to make a rezular statement and ac-
count of the receipts and expenditures of
all public moncys to the annual Session of
the General Council.

ArticLe V.

See. 1.- The Judicial Powers shall be
vested in the Supreme Cuurt, and such
Circuit and Inferior Courts, as the Gene-
ral Council may, from time to time, ordain
and establish.

Sec. 2 The Supreme Court shall con-
sist of three Judges, any two of whont
shall be a quorum.

Sec. 3. The two Judges of each shall
hold their Commissions four years, but a-
ny of them may be removed from office on
tie address of two thirds of each house of
the General Council to the Principal Chief,
for that purpose, R

Sec. 4. The Judzes of the Supreme
and Circuit Courts shall, at siated times,
receive a compensation, which shall not be
diminished during their continuance in of-
lice, but they shall receive no fees or per-
quisites of office, nor hold any other offico
of profit or trust, under this Nation or any
other power.

Sec. 5. Noperson shall bo appointed a
Judge of any of the Courls before he shall
have atlainsd to the age of thirty years,
uor shall any person continue to execute
the dutics of any of the »said offices after
he shall have attained to the age of seven-
ty years.

Sec. 6. The Judges of the Supreme
and Cirenit Courts shall be appointed by o
joint vote of both houses of the Genernl
Council.

Sec. 7. There shall bo appointed in
euch District, under the chislutivc au-




thority, as many Justices of the Peace as
it may be decmed the public gopd requires,
whaose powers, duties and duration inoffice,
* shall be clearly designated. .

Sec. 8. The Judges of the Supreme
Court and Circuit Courts shall have com-
lete criminal Jurisdiction in such cuses &

Iln such muner as may be pointed out by

W .
Each Court shall choose its own Clerks
for the term of (our years; but such Clerks
shall not be continued in oftice unless their
qualitications shall be adjudged and approv-
ed of, by the Judges of the Supreme Court,
and they shall be removable for breach of
good behaviour at any time, by the Judges
of their respective courts.

See. 10. No Judge shall sit on trial of any
cause, where the partics shall be connect-
od with him by aflinity or consanguinity,
except by consent of the parties. Incase
all the Judges of the Supreme court shall
be interested in the event of any cause, or
related to all, or eitler, of the purlics, the
Legislature may provide by law for the se-
lection of three men, of good character
and -knowledge, _for the determination
thereof, who shall be specially commis-
sioned by the Principal Chief for the case.

Sec. 11. All writs and other process
shall run, in the name of the Cherokee Na-
tion, and bear test, and be signed by the
respective clerks.

Sec. 12. Indictments shall concludey
“against {He peace & dignity of the Cher-
skee Nation.”

Sec. 13. The Supreme Court shall hold
its Session annually at the Seat of Govern-
ment to be gonvened on the sccond Mon-
day of October in each year.

Sec. 14. In all criminal prosccutions,
the accused shall bave the right of eing
heard, of demanding the nature and cause
of the accusation against him, of meeting
the witnesses face to face, of having com-
pulsory process for obtaining witness in his
favour; and, in prosecutions by indictment
or information, o speedy public trial by an
impartial jory of the vicinage; nor shall he
be‘ compelied to give evidence aguinst him-
self.

Sec. 15. The people shall he secure
in their persuns, houses, papers and pos-

i from unr ble seisures and
gearches, and no warrant to search any
place or to seize any personor things, shall
issue without describing them as nearly a8

* may be, nor without good cause, supported
by oath, or aflirmation. All paisoners shall
be hailable by sufficient securities, unless
for capital offences, where the proof is ev-
ident, or presumption great.




