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+ | wit—Beginning on-the North Bank of
v | Teanessce River at the upper part of
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i | straight line to the main source of the
n-| Chestatee; thence along its main chan-

he
ce | hoochy; and thence:down the same to

1

i

'ﬂ" ty so favorable to the design, and im-
| ploring his aid and direction in its ac-

™ | eloses-1n on said river, about two miles

of | thence along the boundary -line which
«nl | separates this and the:. Creek, Nation,
2d | to a point on the Coosa river ‘opposite

CONSTITUTION OF THE CHE-
OKEE NATION,
Formed bya Convention of Delegates
from the sencrul Districts, at New E-

- “chotay July 1827,

Wi, Tut REPRESENTATIVES of the
people of the Cuknoxee Nation in
Convention assembled, in order to es-
tablish justice, ensure tranquility,
promote our common welfare, and se-
; cure to oursclves and our posterity
{ the blessings of kiberty; acknowledg-
ing with humility and gratitude the
goodness of the sovereign Rulerof the
Universe, in offering us an opportuni-

complishment, do ordain and establish
_| this Constitution for the Government
-| ol the Cherakee Nation. .

Arricee L

Sec. 1. Tuc Bounnantes of this
nation, embracing the lands solemnly
guaranticd and reserved forever to
the Cherokee Nation by the Treaties
concluded with the United States, are
| as follows; and shall forever hereat=
ter rémain unalterably the same—-to

the Chickasaw old fields; thence along
the muin channel of said river, includ-
i oll the islamds therein, to the
| moutir of the Hiwassee river, thence

cluding Tslands, to the first hill which

ahove Hiwassee old Town; thence a-
¢ long the ridze which divides the wa-
ters of the Hiwassee and little Telli-
‘¢o,to the Temnessec river at Tallas-
scei thnee along  the mnin channel,
including. Tslands, to the junction of
the Cowee ond Nanteyalee; thence
+ | along the ridee in the fork of said ri-
ver. to the top of the blue ridge;
thence alonz the blue ridge to the Uni-
_leoy Turnpike road; thence by a

>

nel, including slands, to the Chatta-

+ | the Creek boundary at Buzzard Roost;

ol the meuth of Wills” Creek; thence

ce, | downalong the South bank of the saiae
omn | to a pointopposite to Fort Strother;

1y,
| as

thence up the river to the mouth of
Wills Creek; thence up along the
1| Bast bank of said creek, to the West

no
of | braneh thereof, and up the same to its
cur | sonrce; and thence along the ridge

08
o

are
1e8C:
ppi-

which separates the Tombechee and
"Fennessee woters, to a point on_ the
top of said ridze; thence due North
to Camp Coffce on Tennessee river,
which is opposite the Chickasaw Isl-

18

voll |and; thence tothe place of beginning.
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t-1  Sec. 2. The Sovereignty and Ju-
visdiction of this Govemment shall ex-
tend over the Country within the houn-
daries above described, and the lands
therein . are, and shall renin, the
common property of the Nution; but
the imptovements made thereon, and
d, |in the possession of the citizens of the

e

8,

the | Nation, are the exclusive and indefea~

sible property of the citizens respee-
| tively whe made, or may rightfully be
in possession of them: Frovided, That

the citizens of the Nation, pessessing

a

e u-| exclusive and indefeusune right to
ery; their respective improvements, as ex-
bove | pressed in this article, shall possess
who | no right nor power to dispose of their

2k

Jov

it |improvements in any mauner whatev-

v.|er to the United States, individual

% af- States. nor to individual citizensthere-

swer | of3. and th
rman | Zen or

Tt
-
ich!

whenever any such eiti-
ens shall remove with
2| their effects out of the lmits of this
.| Nation, and hecome citizens of anv
ly other Gavernment, all their rizhts :\n'x\

nces, | privileges as citizens of this Naution
 had | shall  rense; Provided  nevertheless,
ently | That, the Legislatnre sholl have pow-
alor- | er 1o re-admit hy law to all the vights

| th
ion

ot | of citizenship, any such persontor per-
of | sons, whe may at any time desive to

s me | refurm to the Nation on their memori-

up the main characl of said viver, in-| s
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readmission.  JMoreover, the Legisla-
ture shall have power to adopt such
laws and regulations, as its wisdom
may deem expedient and proper, to
prevent the citizens {rom monopoliz-
ing improvements with the view of
speculation.
Arricer 11,

See. 1. Tur Powrn of this Go-
vernment shall be divided into three
| distinct departments;—the” Legisla-
tive, the Executive, and the Judicial.

Sec. 2. No person or persons, be-
| longing to one of these Departments,
shall exercise any of the powers pro-
perly belonging to either of the oth-
ers, except in the cases hereinafter
cxpressly directed or permitted. ’

Anrieue 1L

See. 1. Tur LeeistaTive Pawnn
shall "he vested in two distinet
branches; a Committee, and a Coun-
¢il; each to have a negative on the
° | othier, and both tobe styled, the Gene-
ral Council of the Cherokee Nation;
and the style of their acts ard laws
shall be,

o] *Rrsorveo by the Committee and
» | Council in General Ceuncil conven-
- ed”?

| See. 2. The Cherokee Nation, us
2 | laid off into eight Distriets, shall so
Y resmain, .
. See. 8. The Committee shall con-
2 | sist of two members from each Dis-
¢ | trict, and the Council shall consist of
i | three membery from each Distriet,
c{to be chosen by the qualified
z | electors of their respective Districts
o= | for two years; and the elections to
o4 | be held in every District on the first
v= | Monday in August for the year 1828,
2~ | and every succeeding two years there-
« | afters. and the General Council shall
0| be held once a year, to be convened
a-| on the second Monday of October in
»-| ench year, at New Echota.

25| Sec. 4. Noperson shall be eligible
~% | to o seat in the General Council, but
-z |a free Cherokee Mule citizen, who
s | shall have attained tothe age of twen-
o~ |ty-five years. The descendants of
«z | Cherokee men by all free women, ex-
- | cept the African race, whose parents
a1 | may be or have been living together
o-|as man and wife, according to the
(¢~ | customs and laws of this Nation, shall
be entitled to all the rights and privi-
leges of this Nation, as well as the
posterity of Cherokee women by all
frec men.  No person who is of negro
or mulutto parentoge, either by the
father or mother side, shall be eligi-
ble to holl any office of profit, honor
or trust, under this Government.

Sec. 5. The Blectors, and mem- |-
bers of the the General Council shall,
in all cases except those of treason,
felony, or breach of the peace, be pri-
vileged from arrest during their atten~
dasce at clection, and at the General
o | Council, and in going to, and returning
ar | from, the same.
ove|  Sec. G. Inall elections by the peo-
oo™ | ple, the clectors shall vote viva voce.
r, | lilectors for members to the General
, £~ | Council for 1828, shall be hetd at the
places of holding the sev -ul courts,
and at the other Lwo precincts in each
District which are designated by the |,
- | Jaw under which the members of this
Convention were elected; and the Dis-
trict Judges shall superintend the ¢
lections within the precincts of their
respoctive Court Houses, and the
Marshals & Sherifis shall superintend
within the precincts which may be as-
sied then by the Cireuit Judges of
their respective Distriets, together
with one other person, who shall be ap-
- | puinted by the Circuit dndges for exch
procinet within_their respective Dis-
triets; ond the Cireuit Judges shall al-
so appoint a clerk to cach precinet—
The superintendents and clerks shall,
on the Wednesday morning sucee ing
the election, assemble at their respe
tive Conrt Flouses and proceed 1o e
amine and ascertain the troe state off
the -poils, and shall issue to h
iember, duly elecied, cortifiente;
and also make an official returnofthe
statn of the polia of election to the
principal Chief, audit shall be: the du-
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:y of the SherilTs to deliver the sarie
to the Executive Oflice; Provided ner<
crliwless, Tho General Coungil shall}.
have. power, nfter the cloction of 1828,
to vegulate by law the precincts and |-
.upermu.nden's and - clerks of olcc-
tions in the séveral Districts. '

Sec. 7. All - free Male,_ citizens,
{excepting ne: rocs, and. deucend‘mts of | P4
white and Indian men by negro women, | ®1
_who may have been set fme.) who shall | #I7
have attained to the age of “eightoen | 41
years, shall be equally enmlcd Lo vote| 4
at all public elections.’- - - L

SLC 8. ‘Each IHouse 0mle Genernl B £
Council shall . Judge of- the " qualifica | ax.
tiocus, dccuom, and relurns, of m own oo

. members. D

Sec: 9. I‘.m,h House-of the: Gene- :

ral Council - may determing, the -rules
- of its ‘pr di pubish g ber'| 0.

for disorderly beh..wwul and,. with'the [ 94

. concurrence - of two™ 1h|rds, exp;.l a

member;but not . a second ume for !

“the same cause.

Sec."10.-Lach - House of the. GLn-' .
oral Council, “when. :\ssembkd,;shnl ;
¢hoose its own officers; -3 majority, of | ¢
each, bouse shall constitute a quorun: BT
to do business, but a smaller - -number | ¥
miay adjourn from day to day, and com-| B¢
pel the attend of absent: bers | R
11 such manner and- under such. pe\ml- R
“ty, as each house may prescnbb el

Sec. 11, The members . of lhe e

Committee shall each receive: from,|
“Yhe public Truasury a &ompensation |

for their services. which - shall be, two ¥

- dollars and_fifty cents per, . day during | &

their attendance at ihe General Coun- [

cil; -and the members of- the Council | ™
ahall each receive fuo: dollars:

- “for their services, during:their atteu-

dance at the General - Council:—=Pro-

wided,. That the -same-may betinéreas- |- -

" ed or diminished by, laiv; Butno altera-|

" tion'shall take. effeot-during'the perivd]; :
. of service ‘of th¢ members: of the/Ge
expl Council,’ by.whom ‘such alter
hon shall hnve besnmade.’
“-Sec. 120 The General u !

almll regulnte by law, by “whom’ and | 9

in whal manner, writs of ¢ electlons T

shall be issued Lo, fill” the * vacancies |®

which may- 4lappeu m enher ;brauch -
taereof. . ':
“Sec.. 13; Each- member £:- the |’

General Council; -before he takes his:

-~ seal, shall take the following oath,.or-

aifirmation; to-wit: I, A2 B..do. so<
... lemly swear. (or affirm-aé the case may:

be) -that-T have not obtained my ‘el

‘tion by Bribery, T.rentes, arsany:

* due ond unlawiil méansiused by. hia-

. self, or‘others.by my desire orappro-

batlon, Tor that purpose;-that’ 1.

* sider myself Oonmtutnom]ly uall

“as-a_member_ of :

that, on’ all’ quemons and measurcs

whu,b _may “come: before me, 1’ will]

‘80 give my- votc, and' 50 conduct my-

sell, as may, " inmy Judf—ment,, appear|.

mosl. ‘condacive; to" the -interest. and |
prosperity of this'Nation;, and that J |
will bear true faith and*allegiance to |
the same, and to the utmost.: "of . my. a2 |

‘bility and power observe.conform to; |-

support, and di.fend the Conmtutmn '

thereof.” 3

Sec. 14. No person‘ wha mn_hn .

- convieted of felony before any court.of |-

this-Nation, shall be eh()xble tonny
.~ ficeor nppomtmcul of honwr, pl'un

. trust, within this Nation

. o Z. Sec.- 15.>- The ', General Couneil {:

shalt have power to. make. all laws :md _l

“yegulations,. which'they shall deemne~ |

cessaryﬂnd proper for the good of the |

Nation, whigh shall not be contrary’ to '

»!hls Constitation: - X

Y See. 16, 1t shall bethe: duty ofthe

. General-Couneil to- <pass such laws.as|

. may be necessary and: proper, "to de-

" cide. differences by ‘arbitrators | tobe |
: appomtad by the perties; who ‘may’|

. choose’ t.lmt summary mode of ' adj t-)
ment Lt : |
“Sec. 1'7. No power “of suspendmg
the Jaws of this Natiomshall be exer|
cised, unless hy the Le«mlature or: lts

nntharxty. S

Sec: 18. No retrmpq aln\v, nor, |

.- -any law impairing the obllgnt'lons of
guntracts shall be passed.

- Sec. 19.'The Legislature , 1hnll
have power to:- make Inwa for laying
ond-collecting taxes, “for the purpusc
of raising a revenue.

Sec, 30, _All bills mwkm"appropn-
“ationsshall orizinate in the Cominittee,
‘byt the Council may propose amend-
meats opreject the same.

See. 21. Al other -bills mny origie

.pate in either honso, salu@ to the,
+ concufrence or rejection of the other.)

© See, 23, All acknewledced Trea~
ties shall be the Supwme lnw ol‘ the

- land.

. Sec. 23. The “General (‘ounﬂl

ghall have the solo power of deciding

‘ en the qonstrucuou of all Treuty :mp-
-ulxmons.
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* See., 25, All -impeachmen!
bo, tried;. by the Committ:

sitting. Tor-that purpose; the;
shalt be pon’ anth or afirmatiory. and |
o person  shall be.-convicted without
the concurrence.of 'two thirdsof~the

members_pres¢nt. L0V Tk

8687 %ow The Principal’ Chief,.as-]’
sistant principal Chiefy andull:civikof: |
ficers, underthis-nation, shall-be lin:
ble to inpeichmént for any misde:




