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JupGge CravyroNn—NvurnrLiFicarioN. A late
number of the Georgia Journal contains a long letter
from Judze Clayton to Colone! Cumming and oth-
ers, citizens of Richmond county, who, it scems, at
public meeting, had passed a resolution requesting
to be informed of his (Clayton’s) *“ sentiments in re-
gard to Nullification.” The following quotation from
Mr. Jefferson, he says, contains hisopinion in full;—

“* When powers are assumed, which have not heen
alelegated, a NULLIFICATION of the ACT is the
AIGIITEUL ReEMEDY : That EVERY 8TATE
has a NATURAL RIGHT, in cases not within the
compact, to NULLIFY, of their OWN AUTHOR-
ITY, all assamption of power by others, WITHIN
THEIR LIMITS: that without this right, they
would be under the dominion, absolute and unlimit-
‘ed, of whomsoever night exercise this right of judge-
ment for them.”

Mr. Clayton, however, does not rest satisfied with
this ¢ opinion in full,” and proceeds to give his views
in a more ample form, laying down these proposi-
tions, with the very logical conunentary which fol-
lowsg :—

1st. T'hat an unconstitutional law is NO LAW, and
no man or cominunity is bound to obey it, nay, they
gre bound to resist it, for every man is sworn o sup-
port the constitution.

2d. A law “ unjust and inconsistent with the spirit
of the constitution,” is a vielation of the constitution,
because it i3 a perversion of that instrument, a per-
version is a breach of its intcution, and according to
al rales of construction, lezal or moral, the intention
must govern.

3d. That the general government can pass no law
for which it does not find an authoiity in the consti-
tution, and that if it dees, it is no more bindinz upon
the States than if passed by a foreign nation, for as to
all ungranted powers it is to these states a completely
foreign government.



The two tirst positions need no commentary, the
Iast sugpests these reflections,  Suppose Great Brit-
ain should pass an act tor the benefit of her manufac-
turers, to operate in Georgia, what would the State
do? I care not what, but whatever was done, pre-
cisely that ought to be done, in relation to the same
act passed by the federal government, for the right is
wholly and absolutely usurped in both cases. If
South-Caroling, our neighboring State, were to pass
such a law, every body would see its ahsuudity, and
Georgia would nullify it in an instant ; then wherc is
the difference between one State and twenty-three
States ? Where ig the difference between the north-
ern States doing this thing, in their separate State le-

islatures, or, under the pretence of constitutional
authority, combining and meetiog in the halls of Con-

rass for tlie same purpose, if both methods be equal-

y out of the pale of the constitution? Why should
we not as readily resist an usurped act of the gener-
al government as that of any other government?
There is no reason for it, and in four distinct cases
has the State of Georgia applied, as Mr, Jefferson
calls it, this RIGHTFUL REM¥DY.

It is not to be disputed that, as Mr. Clayton affirms,
Georgia has four times resorted to Nullification. The
first case to which he alludes as an instance of oulli-
fication, was the refusal of Georgia to ohey the new
treaty of 1825, by which the government attempted

to annul the old one,

What became of the new treaty ! Georgia nulli-
ficd it. She resisted tho authority of the general
government because its act was unconstitutional,
and being in the right, though force was not only
threatened, but arrayed, she trinmnphed, and the old
trealy was sustained. So, the tederal troops march-
ed to Flint river, and then ——--— marched back a-
gali. o




~ The second instance was the casc of Tassels. A
mandate was sent {froin the Supreme Court of the
United States, to suspend his execution uuntil he
conld be heard before that Court on a writ of error.
What said the legislature ?

“ Resolved, That the governor and every other of-
ficer of this state disregard any and every mandale
-and process that has been or shall be served upon
him or them, proceeding trom the supreme court of
the United States, for the pnrpose of arresting any
of tlf'ﬁ criminal laws of this state.”

‘! Resnlved, Thatthe governor, with all the force
and means placed at his commond, resist and repel
any and every invasion from whatever quarter, upon
the administration of the eriminal laws of this state.”

The third instance was the case of the Missiona-
ries—the refusal of obedience to the mandate of the
Supreme Court. The fourth, he says, i3 now actual-
ly going on. He alludes to the survey and occupa-
tion of the Cherokee lands.  The survey is already
made, and thce commissioners are makig prepara-
tions for the lottery, the drawing of which is to com-
mence in October, and, in all probability the posses-
sion of the lands will pass from the Indians before
the close of the year. ¢ our times (says Mr, Clay-
ton) has Georgia tricd this matter, and just as certain
as fate, fourtimes she will have proved it. Andif
she will try it the filth time, she will mcet with the
same success, for no man can belicve that when the
alternative is presented to the gencral government to
give up the Union, or to cut the throats of her citi-
zens to pamper the wealth of a priviledged order,
that tlie choice will occasion even an instant’s hesi-

tation.”’




Mr. Clayton avails himself of the opportunity to
address ¢ the balance of his remarks’ to his constit-
uents; and this ¢ balance” iy so peculiadly charae-
teristic of M. Clayton that we present to the reader
the principal part of it.

If in my late service I have advanced opinions on
the floor of Congress you do not approvae, orif I have
misrepresented your sentiments to your oppressors,
you ought to turn mc out. Undeceive them asquick
ag it is tn your power to ao so, and | have no doubt
they will greatly rejoica atit. It will be an actalike
due {o tholr superior discernment of your vicws, as
well as to your own sincerity, and it will be certain-
ly ajust, though a severe rebuke to my want of fi-
tﬁ]lit}n But let me pray you not to be deceived by
the mere force of words. You cannot be made to
helieve that Congress has any thing to do with nulli-
fication, or that your libertics are in danger from the
doctrine in that body. Depend upon it, whenever a
vote shall be taken in Congress to nullify the tariff
system, it would well behoove you to have as many
aullifiers there as possible. You owe it to your un-
derstandings to make this enqguiry, ** what possible
harm can a nullificr do usin l’nu:ress" ! DPerhapy,
of all the places 1 the world it is the one where Hm
could do the least harm : and if even Congress should
attempt to force the tariff upon the South by avms, it
is the ene which might be able to do the most good.
At least there would be more dependence upon his
vole to withhold the neecessary supplies, than upon
that of an anti-nullifier. Itisonly athome you have
to dread him, if there be need for dread at all, Dut
fou may rcly upon it, there is nothing in that name,
wstile to your liberty, which ariginated with the

reatest friend liberty bas ever had on this sude of
the Atlantic ocean. Thoush a constant effort is inade
to throw around the word mullification the greatest
possible odium, and to render it snother name for
treason, yct did not M. Jeflerson so conceive it. It
was employed to rid ourselves of the unconstitutional
acts of Great Britain; it was reccommended by this
immortal sage to subvert the tyranny of the sedition
Iaw; it has been successfully practised in our own
state, and 1 aflirm that many other cases can he ad-
. duced from other states. It means, it can meannoth-
ing more than, disohedience to arbitrary and oppres-
sive lawa, and in that sense is there a man amonc
you longer prepared to obey an edict that exacts haff
the fruits of yonr labor, and forces from an honest
ploughman sucli a slavish contribution as that every
lemw which he runs, under the scarching beams of
a summer's sun, vields ita produce to a northern na-
boh? Who iz there that is not willing to wage an in-
terminable war against an extortion that subjects




ou, your property and your prosperity, to a tribute

imited only by an interest that has been dealf to rea-
son, dead to sympathy, blind (o justice, and bent enly
ttpon the full fruition of 1its unboly desires?  Would
to God you could have personally witnessed the late
deliberations of Congress. | tell you by all thatis
holy in heaven, that this protective system is dictat-
cd by the manufacturers themselves, that they attend
by committees and agents, around the halls of Con-
gress, for the purpose of giving instructions to mem-
bers of Congress, as to what must be taxed, what
must be {ree, and what must be the quantity of the
burthens. Itell you in the same sacred manner, that
members of Congress rise from their places, and de-
Ii!mmlcly drawing from their desks letters received
from their manufacturing constituents, witt read out
their demands for an increase of taxes, and they are
as deliberately granted, against the ardent and repeat-
¢d remonstrances ot your protesiing representatives.
| tell you solemuly, that it isnot an uncommon thing
for thuse members, friendly to the manufacturers, to
fix the rate of daty on one day, and then change it to
a higher amount on the next day althe mere instiga-
tion of manufacturing agents. [ tell you that they
assert on the floor of Cungress, that the protective
-?'stmn shall never be repealed, and give as a reason
that it was imposed by the South, that the nation is
now pledged to continue it, that the manufacturers
have two hundred millions of 1noney investedin the
business, that to take off the systern wonid bankrupt
the capitalists, blast the prospeets of the farmers, beg-

ar the operatives in the Factories, and, in fine, re-

uce the manufacturing districts to communities of
paupers; and rather than submit to such a state of
things they say they are willing to dissolve the Un-
ton, They present the alternative that YOU or
THEY wmust submit, and they most solemnly de-
clare they shall not.  What hope have you from a
prospect so gloomy, if you can believe my testimo-
ny ?



05 We are pleased to have itinour power to pre-
ent, inthe same paper with the foregoing extracts
from a letter of Judge Clayton, who secius to be up
to the hub in the mirce of nullification, the following
views of a redpected correspondent, which may
serve as a suitable commentary upon the ridiculous
notions of Judge Clayton.



