REMARKS OF MR. CLAYTON OF GA,
I the House of Representatives on the Internal In
provement Bill,

Mr. Speaker: | feel very confident that na one
will charge me with & want of proper regard tor the
8tate | have the hanor in part ta represent, of to
be unmindful of its interest whenever the guestion
of that interest comes properly hefore the House.
L think [ have given, on a former oceasion, proof
suflicient for this body at least, whatever my con-
atituents may think about ity that 1 hold the” rights
of the State uhnlly nnassudable fromany quartor
and [ should therefore excevdmgly regret that one
among the first acts of kindness she has evereype-
nienced from the Genoral Government, should be
at the expense of her virtue and integoty. 1 ean
not agree to the amendment offered by my col
longuo (Judge Wavse,) becanse 1 heliove the
State | represent 14 enticely opposed to the whale
system of uppropriations of money for what s called
internal iinprovements, or auch Improvements on
the coast nnd at the mouths of rivers as the Gener
al Government has drawn to itseltthe nglit to ke
under the idea and torced consteuction that at be
Tongs to the regulction of commerce. e roven
ges of the Government drawn prineipally from the
south, are all to be expended in projects of this
d, and we all know where they are chief!
ried. Ourrepeated complaints on this subject hnvu
been totally dur\'-vur.lml we hnve voted time after
time agunst these prodigal expondiures, and such
a the clamor connected with snother groatenestion
relaung to our oppression, that small upproprin-
tions, such as that now contemplated, are fieely of-
fered to usby way of lalling our appreliensions
and quieting our complaints. [ cannot consent 1o
¥ieﬁld the pnm‘u-lx-lnpnn ls-u“» terms. .h'u wrong |




before we received any benefit from the system it
must continue to be wrong, and T will nothe so -
consistent, after having opposed the arigimal bl ou
your tabin, and all it amendiicnts now to vote e
this amendment merely beeanuse it makes  pueinl
rovision for a river in my own State. Mo enl
eague soys the npptnhallnu 18 nsked o rorgove an
impediment thrown o the river during the rovo-
lutlonnrv war.m prevent the Braish from up prroneh-
ing the city of Savanuah, and a prineiple of justice
should induce the Goveriment to take away the ob-
structiona which she hersclt lud placed in that
<hannel. T cannot perceive the &
an artificial obstroction, and an
one thrown into the river by the bt of yan, and
that which sould resalt fron a lugher poy I, espe
enlly when itis recallectod that This was funp b
fore the formntion uf'tiie presnnt government,  PBut,
llr.l Ohy'\.l to it apon principle ; we hiave not the
zight ta squander the poblic manay npon such 4.
Jects 5 and once w
first b) the bait, and 1oy |
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by the convnittal, which
inevitably resuits frow =uelvatos, wod the '[reasiry
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hns attended the very bill to which my colleague
has offered his amendment.  When it was first re-
posted by the Committee of Wnys and Menns, it
asked o sum somewhere botween twelve and thir-
1y thousand dollars, for oljects whieh that conumit-
tee conceive to be the proper subjeets of appropri-
ation 3 now, by various sinendaents, it has swelled
to the ensrmous sum of miore than a million of dol-
lars.  Such a waste of public money cunnot be
borne by a frugal people : und, Sir, when we re-
member how the taxes come, how they are drawn
to the Treasury by the consmnption of the very
net aries of i, we ought 1o be extremely cau-
tons how we deal it out an frnitless and useless
projects, ofton not g0 much to promote the public
iterest, 1s o serve some loeal object, or advanee
some private views, 11, Sir, we conld trace, from
the public treasury, the streams of taxes as they
flow from the varions quarters of the country, up
to their sources, you will find many a sum wrung
from the hard earnings of some destitute family,
paid on the very salt that seasons their bread : and
a proper recollection of sueh exactions shonld in-
spire nostrong desire to expend the public resour-
ces with a sparing hand. 1t i< from & conviction
of ths kind, that I have vated against all these wild
appropriations, and shall continue to do ity not even
allured fromany purpose by an ofter to share the
spoils with my own State,




