SPEECH OF MR. CLAYTON,

aves OF GEOWGIA, .

In the House of Representatives,on the New York
Memorial, praying the Interpofition of Congress
betwween the State of Georgia and the Cherokee In-
dians.

Mr, Seraxen: Ile calm, mil
course of the gentlerman last up, sdinonshes we to
equal moderalion of temper, and, Sir, it 180 imy

wer to give the praot of it to this House. The

ouse iz greatly deceived as to the Indian sftairs
in Georgia ; and it shall be my present busine
supply them with better information on that subject.

W’;u:n I came into the House this morning, I

knew not what was going on, and certainly little

dreamed of snch a memorial as the one on your ta-
ble. But, hearing the name of Georgia and the In-
ians, recollecting her Iate insult In relution to
the lalter, | was instantly alive to the rights of the
former. 1found, upon & close examination into
the matter, that ;l was a memorial from New York,
d ! rom M. h
Triends of Georgia, and that it

p hy a not
one of the best wes
not to take the usunl course of other petitions, but
was sought to be roferred to a select commitiee,
which, aecording to the custom of the House, 16 al-
ways favorable to the measure referred ; and bear-
ing strongly in mind the decision of the Supreme
Court, 1 believe jt was a systematic arringement
to force Georgin into terms and believing this, |
confess my feelings were fired to o very high de-
e of excitement ; and, althengh [ did not pre-

tend to place any restraint upon the languaie which
they seemed (o prompt, yet no oue can sccusc me
of raalice forethought. "1 will retract nothing, but
will say I am a person of an ardent temperament,
accustomed to think what I please on political sub-
jects, and to spoak what 1 think, never meaning to
offer disrespect to any individual, unless T belheve
it has been firot offered to me or to the State I rep-
resent. ~ 1 further believe it was my duty toinforin
this House, condully, wimt Georgia wonld do in
reference to this patter, and to warn them of the
consequences ; and this 1 was the more elined to
do, under the firm convietion thut they inight be led
into error, if the feelings of Georgia were not tru-
ly represented to them on this, the wost jealous
question that can possibly arise between the two
governments, 1 know f Georgia wers present,
she would have used the language [ did;jand |
could perceive no reason, in her absence, why her
representative should not do #o too. | meant
no threats, ns has been insinuated § [ have too much
respect for this House to use such language, and
certainiy too great a regard for my own character
to employ such a fecble weapon. Threats mesn
nothing ; and [ have long believed nothing nore 1w
18 intended wherever they are used, It is not the
mode of warfure of iny Stute ; and of this the Gener-
ai Government hns badmore than one proof. Tsolely
intended to utter the voice of warning, of csution, uf
prudcncn. and to convey this meaning, that without
theae, the subjoet before the House night lead to
the most disastrous consequences.  Ouis 18 not
a homogenious government, but composed of inde-
pendcnl sovereign N 3 these States are not col-
onies or dependenmcics, thatean be forced into meus-
ures by the sword § no part of such a prineiple las
ever entered into the compaet which binds them
together; and it is a fatal delusion of the Generul
Government to predicate any measure upon such
a monstrous idea, | elmmed Afthat free-
dom of dehate which i not even denied to a mem-
bgr of the British Padiament, much less to one
in this House, the boast of every tongue, and said
to be the freest nssembly 1o the world ! 1 meant to
convey nennilar losson to that which a friend of
the aoionies, befure the revolution, commnunicated | 8
to Parliament on the sabjeet of our dispute with [t
the mother countey, 1@ told them that we were [ 8
I, that we ‘were opprossed, that we were a |t
brave and pencrovs poople, that the Government L
ought to pruse betbre it further increased our din- e
contenta, that wo had as muech ag we could bear, | M
and that rea ice woulid bo the inevitable conse-
quence.  These were no thrents § it was the lan-
guage of trath. At that very tine, o momber rose
und told the parligment they had nothing to fear
the colonies dore not resist, and if they did, he could
ke a single regiment, *march threugh Amer-
ica, and crush the rebels to subjection!” This
eame gentleman no other than General Burgoyne,
afterwards endeavored to fulfil his prediction, not
with one, but with many regiments, and the soc-
cess was every way worlhy of the foolish attempt ;
for he was captured and made prisoner of war be-
fore he had {)cne(rnle(l fifty miles into the first col-
ony! The bl I from M I
setts, who has last npuf(‘eu, knows that one of his
own towns, the memorable city of Boston, is called
ed the eradle of the rc,'volulmn, and which to thia
day isits prondest boust. He will well recollect
what a little cuuse set off the revolution, It was
the trifling circumstance of s anow-balling between
s>me of the inhabitants Boston and the British sol
diery who hiad been sent there to over awethem!
To a people haghly excited by reason of the belief]|
that they are appressed and insulted, and where
that sense of'injury i3 wronght up to a pitch be-
yond which they can bear no more, the sinallest
circnmatasice kindles these accumylated but smoth-
ered resentments into a flame, the consequences of
which no human forecast can avoid. We should
learn wisdom from experience, There is a deep-
toned voice of complaimt already in the sonth, on
account of other grievances, It is a3 much asour
most sage und enlightened men can do to restrain | |
the Bcuple 5 and it has been done only to await the
lel ions of this C , under an anxious
hope, that all their, injuries will he redressed,
They, too, have remcnsteated from time to time
they have wawned you of the consequences of per-
sisting in a course which must inevitably lead to
mepapntion.  Now follow up these sore exactions
on & whole country by a reckless act ofngpreesion
upon one of the clusters of these States, thus in-
sulted and accused and the veriest green horn of o
politician must perceive that every thing but peace
and harmony will result.

Tconfidently believe that Georgia will not sub-
mit to the decision of the Supreme Court, much
less an interference by this House, into her private
and sole concorng, and believing this as one of her
Representatives, T oughit to have holdness enongh
to declare t. 1, therefore, take this responsbility,
and if 1 have misropresented the people of ieorgin,
as has been roundly intimated, they csn tuey e
out. Tho dread uﬁ’diupleasmg constituents, when
in the discharge of duty and the excrcise of my
best judgment, enters iuto no part of my rule of ac-
tion. 1 deliberately repeat, my constituerts will
resist, and | will now give the reasons for believing
ity and they will account not only for the great sen-
mtiveness of Georgia on thia subject, but fully jus-
tify, I trust, the feeling mamfested by me, when [
epoke before.  In the yenr, [ think it was 1811, two
men were traveling through the Cherokee nation
from Georprin to Tennesses, for the great tharongh-
fare frow the South to the West, passes throngh
that country. They had guns, and passing by the
house of & white tman, who resided in the nation,
were assuled by a dog who flew out upon them
m: with considerable violenee, - One of them

ediately turned and shot him. s owner
came to door of hiis cabin, and asked why they
hadthusteeated him, A reply was mado, connect-
ed with an oagh, that ifhe did not mind his busi-
ness, ey w treat himn as they did the dog.
Phis, o course, lod o a quarrcl, and the man was
accordingly shot dead in ?uia own door, &in the bo-
soin of hus fuiily.  OF course, such an outrageous
wutirder created wreat indignation, and these men
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committed the individoals to staud their trial atihe | bel
appronching term of that conrty i the city of Ha- | m
vannah, '}gm when the court arvved, it was found, | wlh
upon exmmination, that no luw of the General Gove | su
ernment vested any jurisdiction ofsuch enses in the | cof

Federnl Court, and it was turther believed, none | it.
couli be by any subsequent law 3 for, upon scen-

tinizing the Federal Constitution, ot will readily | ab
appear, that Congress can poss no lnws furthe pan-| be

ishment of eriwies, commitied within the Biuts off 1o
States, but such as relate to piracy, forgery of the| at
coin, and public sccunties, and, in fine, sue hous are | W
diroetly connected with the acknowledged powers| m
of the Government, expressed in the Constitution. | m
These murderers were consequently discharged, | pi
and thus went unpunished, one of the most flagrant | be
ontrages thatcan be committed against society. | C
The public attention was, ef caurse, awakened to | fio
an inquiry into the proper remedy for future and | H
similar transg i and the g Legislatue | i
pasged a luw, attaching the Cherokee nation to an
organized county of the State, anel extended s
criminal laws over the same so far as white men
were concerned.  Under that law, and one subse-| g
quently passed, dividing the nation into smaller | be
parts, and connecting them, for great convenience, | o
with the connties ndjomning the territory, has the | a
criminal laws of Georgin been administered for the | e
last fifteen years; and to my cortain knowledge, | i
white men have undergone all the different punish- | ln
wents attached to different erimes, from fine and | a
imprisonment uptothe severest penalties, At this | G
very moment, there are two wlite men, eitizens of | ¢
Georgin, suffering the punishment of penitentinry | q
confinement for stealing horses from the Tndions. | v
Yos, Nir, T will take upon myself to say, that this| -
very pm»pl-r whose treatiment soems to excite 8o
much sympothy abroad, and has produced such |t
canting hypocritical compluint among a certan | o
nort of whining intermeddlers, have been treatod |
with a8 much justice and humanity as in any other | ¢
part of the United States, and o great deal wmore, |
than in that quarter from whence come the most
noisy wuttering.  No one liss been a preater | /
trend to Indinn rigie than myself; and no one hiss ‘
suflered more on neconnt of it, for [ have beon sac-
nificed in consequence of it [ always maintained
that most obvious of all distinetions, and which
the Supreme Court ought to have seen, the differ-
ence between the rights of property and the rights
of government. A treaty right to land is no better
than a fee simple tite te' lond, and an Tndinn, under |
the first, has no more right to self government, than | |
a citizen under the last, all being within the same |t
Jurisdictional limits, and under the aovereign power | ¢
¢
0
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ofthe State,

“I'his question is not understood, or it wonld not
excite any concern whatever, and cven that which | |
now exists will cense afler a certain great election
is over, The jurisdiction of this territory is all | 4
impartant to the State of Georgio.  She cun ney- (0
ergive it up w ithont, at the snme tme, passing un- L
der the yoke o' a horde of snyay Can or does
any one expect this ? st more thin
AW YRATS B0, B CVize Teorgio, livinge in the
sottled parts of the State, went wito the nation, for |
there 1s & conatant intereonrse hetween them and| g
the whites, and there hired o horse from an Indinn | ¢
to go to o certain place at whieh, w hen arrived, he| p
tound it was necessary to go a few miles further;
for this act he was tuken up, charged with horse- | 4
stealing, tred in the woods, according, as it was| g,
said, to the Indian lawa, [nvain the man plead his |
innocence—in vain he nsked for n postponement of|
the trial until he could have his }ribmlu and wit- [ |
nessea around lum,  Deaf to lus expostulations, |
he way speedily convicted, without knowing one | h
word that was kmid, and sentenced to be punished | h
ymmediately with filty lnshes, to be laid on by five| o
exveutioners.  Ina few mome lie waa bound, | s
atripped, and suspended between the heavens and [ &
the earth, and, i the most cruel manner, was the |
scourge applied. ‘Towards the close of the tor-
tare, he rechned his iead upon his shoulder, and,
in the most touching accents, begaed to have the
last ten lashes remitted, but in vaing they were|
most nbamanly inflicted.  Te funted under the |
operation, and waa taken feam the tree as lifeless |
s the very cords that bonnd his wrists, and whick | or
had forced the blood from his finger ends, Ths, | v
Sir, 6 the combition o whick the pood people of
ieorgia ore to be subjected by declaring this na-
tion an independent government,  And 1 it possi- | h
ble sho has no mode of protecting hersel” against | p
enurmities like theae ? Does the good peopl u
these fTnited States ask of Georgin to bear this? | c
Have they no more efeling for a sister State 7— | m
Do they regard the condition of sayages with mora | 2|
sympathy than that of their own brethren? Do p
they believe that the Indians are better qualified |
to govern Georgin, than Georgin is to govern the | I
[ndians? Tmpossible! And nothing but » want
of proper information, and the great facility with f a
which an unthinking commumty can be played | S
upon, by designing men,could have produced such | I
an oxtended delusion, C
Sir, with the present feeling and tomper of the |

¢
J

Indinne agninst Georgia; it they think they are o
be protected by the genoral government, and per_}-
mitted to exercige the rights of governmont, nota
Georgian is safe.  Our ciizens, when either for-
ced or enticed into the nation, which can be easily | 1
done from the nature of the line that separates us, |
as well as from the travelling wiich is obliged to| ¢
ba done through that nation to the western States, | ¢
will be liable to every outrage which a revongeful | 1
people may choose to commit,  They will be lash- | t
ed, eropped and shot, the usual punisliment of these | 1
people, It will become a den of thieves and mur- | i
derers, and the people will be plundered, and rob- | |
bed, and massacred, without the possibility of pre- | |
vention, unless fired with an unguvvmlb{e sense | |

1

of injury, they fall upon them aud destroy the
whole nation, "And this will certainly be done’if the
rght to govern that country is wrested from the
Stato,  Can any one believo that Georgin is pre-
pared to surrender up her citizens to the wanton! :
firy of & relentless set of savages? 1 have given|.
you an_instance of theie cruelty. What will be|
the feelings of our people, it they should be com-
pelled to witness similar acts ol barbarity 7 Ro-
member the case of Verres, and think you not that
the citizens of Georgin are as dear to hier n3 was™
Roman citizen to lis boasted country ?  Sir, the )
copla of Georgia cannot submit to be scourged
by savages.  Ulion can not be desired under such
terms, nnd depend vpon it they will give it up a
thousand tines over rather than to n-llnqumlx the
protection of theirown laws, 1 da not wish to de-
ceive this House, and, consequently have spoken
freely, Candor is always best.

Gontlemen have said they wilf not believe that
Georgia will disobey the decree of the Supreme
Court. Let me ussume them they are hugging o
delugion.  Have they been indifferent to the pass-
ing events connected with this question 7 With-
out referring them to what occurred on a fomner
occasion, when this same attempt was inade to de-
rrn’n Georgia of her jurisdiction over this territory,

would barely remind them ot what hus recently
happened in the very case under debate. 1las
Georgia attended the summons of the conrt?—
What 13 to be mferred from that?  Besides, Sir,
let me inform gentlemen, that when this very sum-
mons was served upon the Governer, he communi-
cated the fact to the Legislature, connected witha
firm declaration that, by every consuleration of duty,
and by all the means placed’in his puswer, he would
repel the invasion of the State’s sovereign rights.
The TLegisluture responded, in a langnage equally
firtn, that they would support hin at every hazard,
and the people from one end of the State to the
other, and with an undivided voie

0= have proclaim-
ua| od to the Legislature they are ready to seal that
onr | pledge with their lives.  Oa this quostion there is
ri- | no division of opinion in Georgia, and gentlemen
ad | are exhorted to dismiss from Uieir estiinate ull cal-
s, | culation of success founded npon ths usual distrac-
st | tions of purty spirit. |

se| Mr, Serakes, there s one consideratirn con-

n | nected with this sulject, that wnnkes it almost in-
08 | tolerable, but which L am free to say, ndds such en-
a | eroy to the justice of our cause, that it will of it-
J1 | self’ sustain us in any course of detiance we may
re | ehioose to pursue,  What other State has been thus
e | treated 7 And what other State las not had Indi-
e- 1 ans within_their lindits 2 Where is there any oth-
| er independent tribe of Indiansin America ? = And
n-| how muny States are there now in this very Union,

situated precisely like Georgia, where such & pre
@ tension has never yet dared to raise s front ?
r-| My God! is jt possible, that the people of this
L geuntry Are w0 Juxt to principle and reason as to




believe that Georgia ouglit to fuld her arme qaub-
mission?  When ever that day shall come, in
which the atteropt will be made to force her to
'such a result, it will bring along with it the saddest
| consequences to this Uniou that can possibly befall

‘T'he right to petition, I deny no man ; I wish to
| abrdge no one of this privilege,  Gentleman say,
I because this iemornnl 18 respectful, we are bound
to listen to it, and duly consider its prayer. Is no
attention paid to the subject-matter of a petition ?
Wil this House cntertain jurisdiction of every
matter petitioners may choose respectfully to sub-
mit with regard to what lheg ask? Suppose these
jious memoria'tsts, in the abundance of their great
henevolence, had chosen respectfilly to ask this
Congress to strike Georgia from the roll of States,
for prisoning these mi 1es, would this
House, huve considered such petition? Now, al-
though the memorial on your table does not present
a subject, to the same extent, as absurd as the one
I hnve suggested ; yot if it submits a matter, with
which this House hius nothing to do, it should e-
qually merit its decided rejection. Is Congress to

| become a council of inquisition to examine 1nto the

sonduct of the States?  Are they to be arraigned
and brought before this body whenever a few rest-
less and officious men may choose to petition Con-
press to that effect? ‘I'he supervision of their
Inws was attempted at the formation of the Feder-
al Congtitution, to be conferred on the General
Government, but was promptly rejected ; it will be
xceedingly strange, am ng the con:-ant and fre-
quent acquisitions of power by this government, if
tus right shall be taken merely hy the force of
’ respectfud petitions !

n conclusion, Sir, [ wonld agnin admonish.gen-
tlemen to take eare what they do.  Tlhe South is
upon the very verge of explosion, one false step
y now, and the integrity of the Union s gone for
ever,




