'+, THE CHEEROXEES: i
- The General Council of the Cherokee Nation as-
sembled recently at Chattooga, instead of the usual
place of meeting, New Echota. This arrangement
was made for  the following reasons in part,” as
stated by John Ross, the Printipal Chief,in thedn-

]aucé lh;z'id}mlil;rof interest and hond of friendship < =

80 natural to the ties of such an nlliance, Something
I'hag also been said on the score of the publle defeace.
It ia true our population at present is small, but it

have not the Cherokees at all times been ready to
meet the common foo of the United States?  Did
they not sufficiently prove to the world their dispo-
sition on this subject during the last war? Did they
not moet and fight the enemy as became warriora?
Let the pallant commander, who now sdministers
the affaizs of the United Sistes Government, snswer.
Situated, thercfore, as wo are, under the - fostering
care and proteotion of a magnanlmous Government,
there is avery reason to cherish the hope that, under
the auspices of a kind and generous administration;
time would soon put to shame and lull to silence
all the sophistry and unnateral elamour so boiste-
rously peraded against our peaceful continuance
upon tho land of our fathers. By suitable encou-
ragement and proper culture, the arts and sciences
| would aoon flourish in every section of our natien,
and the happy period be hastened when an incor
Roration into the great family of the American Ro-
public would be greeted by every patriot, and pos:
terity hail the event with gmcl’u{ rejoicings. ffay
such ever be the views and the prospects to guide
us in our efforts to seoure for our posterity the incs-
|| timable advantages and enjoyments, rights, and li-
berties, guarantied by treatios in our present looa:
tion. On the other hand, by a removal Westof tho
Mississippi, under the policy of the present admi-
nistration of the General Government, (o a barron
and inhospitable region, we can flatter ourselves
with no utger prospect than the degradatiop, dis-
persion, and ultimate extinction of our race.” :
The Message concludes wiih a reforenss to tlia
nocessity of making ‘srrangemants for raising 1
fund to meet the exigencies of the Government"'—
to the img)orlanca of * providing for the determi-
nation of questions of controversy between citi-

—to the expediency * of appointing a delegation to
represent the nation befora the government of the

(s increasing as rapidly as conld he expected.. And

3

zens”—to the value and utility of the pablic press

nexed paragraphs, which we copy from his Message
to the said General Counci), viz: wifnisl
1. Because it is clearly demonstrated that the
cruel treatmént whicki oor citizens have experienced
from persons acting under the ‘usirped authority of
Gew%:mhnn originated from the extraordinary course
of policy which the present administration of the
General Government has adoptéd and exercised to-
wards ug-= U e :

. **3. Because the proper autliorities of this nation
are menaced by Georgia with an ignomtnious pu-
nishment in the event of their meoting in Gensra

it United States during the approaching eession of
Congress’"—and to the condition of the crops of this
year and the last, Al ' G

Couneil ‘at New Echota— . 1o e

3. It was apprehended that an attempt on the
part of the (ieorgia troops to arrest the members of
the General ‘Council, at the point of the bayonet,
amidst so great a concourse of our citizens as would
inall pml’:abi]il}yl have atténded at that place, euch
8 scene would havé occurted as ought ever to be
deprecated; and it being the ardent desirs of thia
pation that the peace and friendship which has so
happily existed with the Unitad States, almost half
a century, should be forever continued inviolaie,
you have’therefore considered it more prudent to
avoid. g conflict with the (febrgla troops on this oc-

casi 16t if be digti} dergto
ORIt s Tasone wy BaveT manaete
af_thid, time, to_mest: you-in Genéral Oouncil at
Chattoogs, instead of New Eohotai?, == :

[ The Mosings complains, thatiafler the President
of the United Stales had promised the Cherokaes
protection of their soil, and had stationed troops
within their territorial limits for the purpose, as was
supposed, of removing and excluding intruders,
these troops wera employed in preventing the Che-
rokees from working gold mines, belonging to their
nation, and were at lenglh withdrawn from. the In-
dian territory. It denounces the application of the
laws of Georgin to the Cherokfées as repugnant to
the treaties and Jaws of the United Stiates, and as
attempted “ for the express object of perplexing and
distressing them by intolerable oppression, that they
may be forced to surrendgr their lands for her bene-
fit.” We subjoin anothor extract from the Message
as a epecimen of the style and topics of complaint.
* Georgia has surveyed our country into districts
—she has. placed numerous intruders upon onr soil,
and in time of profound peace has levied fruops,
and still continues to keep them in service. These
troops without oivil precepts have arrested our citi-
zens at the point of the bayonet, marched them
over the country with chains around their necks,
and without trials have imprisoned themn inajail at
their military’ station! Missionaries of the Cross,
who, under the approbation of the authorities of
(the General Government were sent hither by the be-
nevalence of religious associations, to instruct the
Cherokees in tho precepts of the Gospel and the
arts of civilization, and Whe have met a welcome
reception in this nation, and were successfully pro-
secuting the objects of their laudable and peaceful
mission, have also been cruelly torn from their (a-
milies and ministerial charge, and stmilarly, treated!
Twoof these worthy and ineffensive men, who had
been delivered over to the civil authority of Geor-
gia, under the charge merely of residing in this Na-
tion, and refusing to comply with a law of that statg
which goes to infringe upan the rights and liberties
guaraniied to every jree cilizen under the constilu-
tion of ‘the United States, have "been sentenced by
Judge Clayton to the penitentiary of Georgia, there
to endure hard labor for the term of four years.”
! Referonce is next made by the ¢ Pridcipal Chief”
1o the decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States on the application in behalf of the Cherokees
for an injunction against Geergia, and it is stated —
¢ there can be no doubt that a majority of the judges
of the Supreme Court hold the law of Georgia ex-
tending jurisdiction within our limits to Le nncon-
stitutional.” The decision of Judge Clayton, inthe
Supreme Court of Georgia, in favor of the right of
the Cherckees to dig for gold within their territory,
and the opposition of Gov. Gilmer to the practical
operation of that decision, are next spoken of.—
‘T'hen, the mode of paying the annuity from the
United States government to the Cherokees, by dis-
tributing it among individuals, instead of placing it
in the hand of the public treasurer, and the amplAu)_"
ment of agents to persuade thern to remove indivis
dually or.in small companies, ara warmly denouvnc- |
ed. It is insisted that no evil can result to Georgia J
or the United States, from the contihuance of the
Cherokees, as a surnraln and independent nation, '
within the tarritorial litnits of the stale of Georgia.
Qn this topic the Messago says— |
«A weak defenceless community as we are, form-
ing an alliance with, and placed under tha protee-
tian of, and residing fnthe heart of so powertul a
Nation as the United States, and having surrender-
led a |mrlion of our fmvorvigmy as a acenrity forour
pru!eminu‘, and our intercoursn being coolined ex-
elusively with our protector, must necessarily pro-




