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Lrom tiic Athennion, 23d uli.

JUDGE CLAYTON’S OPINION.

We present 1o our readers_to-day the decision

of Judee Clayton, in the case of the State vs.
John Sunders, and others, lndians,
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cruieent, in the Federal  Censtitution, but on
the contrary wus expressly refused.  (Seed our-
nal of Federal Convention, pages 70,277, 309,
310.) | o | .

‘That so far as Georgia is concerned, they
have uever been- relinquished by any conven-

We have

been struck with the sunilarity of yeasoning vp-

on several points i the opimion, with that of
“thereport of My, Bell i the ouse of Repre-
seutatives, and woe consider it dee 1o Judyge
Clavion to state, that his opinion was delj-er- |
ed betore the report of My, Bell had come 1o

h:and. _ *
T'his decision will be taken up to the Supreme

Couri, by a Writ of Enor—when the question | overnmeuts.

wiil, for the first tune, so far as (zeorgia i con-
cerned, undergo a solema adjodication.

HALL SUPERIOR COUR'T.

The Srate,

1 Indictment,
vs.
Joun'Sanp >
HN, ERS, { and Assault and
and others, Battar
Indians. - 4

Plea to the jurisdiciion of the Court.

The following facts in the case, are submit-

- ted ;—One Jesse Stansell, a white mun and a
resident citizen of Hubersham county, in this
State, was arrested by an officer of the Chero-
Kee Nation, for the critne of horse stealing, and
bionght before an authorized Magistrate and a
jurv of'said nation empannelled for the purpose
of trying said case. - ‘That the defendants con-

stttuted the Court, and the officers necessary to |

the execution of their'sentence, and the evi-
driace exhibited before said court, proved that
the said Jesse Stauscll, had hired a horse to

T

1

:iun or treaty made by the General Govern-
ment wiih her, and if made with any other pow-

‘ler on those subjects, is void.

That the Indiags have never been consider-
ed, or treated by auy of the states or the Gen-
eral Government as civizens, or entitled to the
privileges of citizens, nor have they been per-
mitted any where in the United States or its
terstiories, to set up for themselves independe ut
As a people, they have peen
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denied the right of suffrage and representation
in any of the Siates, Tertttories or the Feder-
al Governmeni, and the: states within whose
limits they fali have the exclusive jurisdiction
and conrol'over them, except in such cases

False Tiprisonmeant, | that the constitution of the U. S. has declared

oinerwise,

IF'romibe foregoing, it is confidently maintain-
ed that Georgia, within her chartered limits,
so far as relates to territory, jurisdiction and
sovereignty, is supreme, and no other power
whatever, lias sny right to questiou it only so

far as she has parted with either by any wriiten )

Instréyment, -

And it is most positively denied that any -
strumcnt exists by which (Georgia has wransfer-
red to any state, or the General Government
(except as a part of her territory, and sites for
Forts and Arsensl) any part of the aforesaid
rights, and that none can be produced. And
the fact that a part of her Territory and sites for

t Forts and Arsenals, have been purchased by

Fide about two miles, and that after riding that | the Geperal Government from the state, is a

distance, he had tukea the liberty without per-
wnissien fram the owner, to ride his horse sixteen

or cighteen miles; and that he had declared his.

sntention to ride the horse out of the nation, and
thus make him his own property, but had not
carried that nfention into eflect,
this evidence, the jury daclared  the said Jesse

In view ef

1

clear recognition of the above rights.

I am aware that it is claimed for the Gener-
al Governnient to protect ihe Indians, within
the States, from two sources, 1st, .from the
Federal Coastitution, and 2dly, -from trea-
tics. ' |

Let us impartially consider bo'h ‘grounds.

Seansell to be guiliv of forse stealing, which ac-] § have alreads stated, that when the Federal

cording o the laws of the nation, subjected him
to a punishment net” exceeding one hundraed
lashes.  Aad accordingly the said Jesse Stan-
sell was bound, stript, and veceived fifiy lashes
on.his bare back. K

The nl=a founded on the zbove facts, is sub-
5. chially this, that the Cherokee nation of In-

Constitution was under consideration, the very
subject we are now discussing, was distinctly
brought 1o the view of the Convention, as is ine-
dispuiibly attested by the journal of that body,
and was most unequivocally deaicd to the Gen-
eral Government. I the journals of deliber-
ative assembles, are taken for any thing, 1t s

d* v s onn independent government, entirely | inconceivaible how such 1« pretension s set up

sepn - aand distine' from that of the State Grorl

gi-, 'That ‘hey hve the richt to cstihlish laws
an ! vendations different from those of Gearein,
an’® Y - byvone of itherr Iaws, thev had the right

to o wlestis eharged noainst themy 3 that the af-
foncee alledoed wascommetied within the natian,
and 1t is nocrime bv the laws of theli~ gavern-
maeat 2 and that the Conrts of Georein have no
rich: to entertain jurisdiction of said case.

The Yaw of Georpia nuder which-the ease is
breosh into thisicourt, was passed an the 21t
nf . cember, 1822, and afier aitnchine certain
noviinng of the Cherokee nation to the adjoining
francer counties of this State, and particularty
that vart of it ta Hall county, in which 1the . «f-
frure ic said to have been enmmitted, has the
folt svena provision, viz: “all offences conmii-
teo svothip the said tracts of unloeated territary
~ag nvethe Stare, and oll eriines committed by
P citizens, of this state or of the Tpited
B and entitled to the privilenes aforesaid,
o ny of-the citszens of this State or the
U:seed Siatas, shall be tried and punished in
the coanty to -which the 1erritory, in which the
said counes and offences shall he rommitted, is
hev by added and anmexﬂ:L in the ssme man-
ne- < f said ertmes or offences were com-

ookt 5

-

m ol wihin the limits of anv of the oreganized:

cnatos of thise StoteY?

F- s obvious that the ohjeet of the above Inw
war to oxtond the eriminal 1aws of the State
pver he Ohergkep nat'o a limited decree.
CThe peisdiction was anst atended to reach to
c: v where Fndians aloas were eancerned, byt
Oyt thosn 'tﬂ'enens compmiste| 7)_7/ a1 a,&ai’nst
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for (i rovernment, aad if they are not to be
repnrded as evidence of motives or intention,
why are they prescrved? Why recorded and
pablished 7 Beuer by far to deswroy them, and
let the insirumen:, whose history and consum-
A0 1‘119‘.' P part 1o pive, s;mnl{ for itself,
and ihen we should be spared the morfication
of witnessing the exervise of power, falsified by
stubborn and notorious facts,

But in this case, let us resort to the insiru-
ment itself.  In no part of it from the bepin-
mag to the end, can the word Indian or any
thing reliatineg to that name. be found except
in one solitary vlace, and that is the followine,
“the Congress shall have power to regulate
commerce with foicion nations, and anove rhe
several states. and withithe Tndian wribes” Now
{ ask, can it be-seriously contended tha trom
the pawer to reguliite commerce with the Indran
trihes, chat the states have surrendered he riohn
to exiend their criminal laws over snch i+ bes as
may be found within their linits T 1f such a doc-

quence 1 Is it not perceived to wi.at an absurd
couclusion it leads ? In the very same clause
18 cenferred \he rivnt to regulate commerce a-
mong the several states ; will it be asserted th o
this power vives the right to protect the people
of the states, from the criminal laws of their re-

spective Legislatures 7 Aud why not if the o*h-

er arguinent be sound 1 But extending this idea
sill tarther, from this power 10 regulate com-
mer e “*with foreign nations,”! who is so bold as
to affirm, that ihe General Government has
‘ue right 10 pretect all the rest of the world,

¢ ronag.-—1"A - rirpe wag perpetrated by a eytis ! from ihe torce of 'he:r own penzllaws 1 Thoush

AL
a eety, the affapdey hepame 1 nmedirtely .
0. - e coour Flour:s nf'iuctice_

e vorv wanld be, naan the commiecian of an

ol . could onr Conrte take coonizance of
llh <4 VAT, pt‘O\';{iPd 't l.!!!r’ l‘rrmn m”nm:.:,,:] witha-
i, .-~ Pmits of an
aric ng riele tg the ease 2t har.  Sumipnce the
defv - anis, or indeed the same nsumber of
whit wian with no atherauthority hiad areested,
tied «nd pnnished a citzen in the s:me manner
in b wwn of Gainesville, wonld anv one dige
puie s Court’s jurisdiction -over the case ?

Buiiiis denied to the state of Georgia, 'he
richt i0 oxiend her lhws over the Cherokee
paton,  This brings us to the cansideration
of a ::hjeet that seems to have created mueh
moro excitement abroad that at home, and al-
thoeh it might seem that this i< not the proper
pl: re o notire any thine foreign to the imme-
dinte qquestion befare us, yet ns the whale char-
acter of the state, including its Canrts of justice,
have lmderﬁune the severess 'imbutf\ﬁtmﬁ., 3}
aense of self respert, requires that a full inves-
tivation of this snbject should he 4ad, if not to
disthbuse public opinion, at lenst to repe)! un-
just charges against the civil institarions of the
conntrv. -Nothing T reast shall eccape me, o
beeoming the moderation due to the station [T
ﬁll s arw iS 1t :ﬂltnw?ml *n ttﬁ'{u* anv tlﬁnn frnm
th's lvce disrespeciful to the opinions of others:
1t S ~acnestly dtesired, that whatover i said
becand what 1s abeolutely necessary 1o o decis-
10 of a legal question, mav be received ina
spirit of candid enquury and considered alrogeth-
el detensive, '

[ proeeed by laving down the following prin-
ciples : That when the siates declared :them-
seives wdepen-‘ent of Grear Britain, each pos-
sessed preciseiy the syme rights, sovereigniy
and tenitory wiicn they held under, or helono-
ed to thar-nion, except whatever may have
been delesated 10 the confederation.

T'bat no part of the territory, or the jurisdic-
tion over i, was 1elinqmshed by the siates, in
the articles: et ihe contederation, but on the
contrary was expressly refused, (See 1 vol
Secret Journal ot Convention, pages 74, 295,
310, 362, 369. 378, 437, 440.) |

That at the vecognition of the Tndependenc
of ihe States by Great Britain, each state still
held its separate territory, jurisdiction and sov-
ercignty in as full, ample, uad complete 2 man-
pes, as if it had remained attached (o shid gov-
ernment, or had been alone detached from it.

That if there had never been any Union,
cachstate would have asserted and retained,
without any question, all these rights. .

That netther of these 1ights has ever heen
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nreasmized county ? Tier us
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—ramstan Indian, or by an Endian rgeinst | 1's gelf same power, to the dismaoy of the states,

has vpened upon their rights a most  destroy g

An'd tha ante ! flod; It has nat yet quite reached such anithim-
itable expansion.

So far then as this clause parts with the right

- of Georgia to territory, jurisdiction or sovereign-

'y, over the Leople red, black or white, citizen
or aheo, fon: within s acknowledged limits,
[ ilunk T m.y sately say, she is safe, and as to
any other gi-at of power 1o that effect, tn that
instrument, b sayv, and speak advisedly, none
raqa be found, |

But the strong ground assumed for the Geuo-
eral Government, and in which the whole force
of argument and ingenuity is arraved and spent,
is, that by wreaties, it has promised profection
to ‘the Iudians within the limits of stries, AR
that under ihis clause of the federal constittion,
viz. the President shall have power, by and wih
the advice ‘Iﬂt‘]d consent of the Senate, to make
ireaties,” said government had a right to make
such treaties. Now lei us consider tins ground
also, ‘ S

I againlay down these principles.

'T'na: all zoverumenms, whether with, or with-
out a constitution, must ac: witlhn some himited
powers, so as at least, 10 respect the rights of

' oiaers, and that treaties bind only the contrac-

i

Log parties, and no (wo nations can treat.away
the vights of apother, bLut by the law of the
SOroargest arin, .
Thai the General Government is a strictly
limiieo Governmenty,and ‘hasnot a single power
withoat its well known bouundary,. and tha the
powei 1o make trenties is not unlimited, but
wust be confined wiihin the sphere of the other
puwers conferced upon- thai Government. 1f
this is not admitted, then the President and Svn-
ate, the two functions of Government farthes:
removed from the people, can 'do more than all
the rest of the political machinery besides!
Can do what Congress dare not, dispose of
states and their rights at pleasure; indeed,
maugre all the studied restriciions thrown a-
round the gavernment, through this power is let
in the power to do every thing. . Such acording
to M. Jefferson, was never intented. ~
That the General Government is imitid 10
the power of making treaties to the sphere of its

eral government would disdain' to contend for a
contrary principle. oo

With these principles -¢onstantly in view [
procecd .0 the following statemat.—Aflter the
Federal Governmeunt wentinto operation, there
were - ery mmny of its principles and powers
but little understood and required 1o be drawn
out in praciice beforé their proper tendeuncies
could be fairly tested. These principles have
been ‘developing ever since, and new powers
or rather strange lights are making their ap-
pearaice cvery -hour, in the natienal firmament,
I was not wonderful then, that many acts ot the
General government, while the staies were
young and inexpérienced, should be done with-
out astrict scrutiny into their legitimate conse-
quences, and having full confiderce in the integ-
| rity of a governmeant, founded upon the best af-
 fections of the states, consecrated by common
- dangers, sufferings and distress, it could not be
beiieved,.that-if such a government snould be
found tohave transcended its bounds, 1t would
for one moinent hesitate to retrace its steps and
repair the injurv. This isthe precise situatiou of
Georgia. Many traeties were made between
the General Government and the Indians, to
| which she was no party, within her limits, and
though the very first was objected to, yet that
and all the rest have been acquiesced in as much
from filia} duty and respect, as from any
thing else; but this cannot make that right,
which was fundamentally wrong. But there
was another circumstance which kept the state
respectfully silent on this subject.  No state in
the Union has suffered more from Ladian dep-
redation than Georgia, and such was the con-
swunt scene of savage butcheries, and desola-
tng contlagrations on her frontiers in the days
of those first treaties, that she was willing to
have peace on any terms snd submitted to what-
ever the General Guvernment, in her parantal
solicitude, might impose, for the sake of any re-
spite from those ‘horrid massacres to which she
was daily exposed. Andif these treaties imi-
posed any obligations, are they to be alone
binding on Georgia, w/o was really no party to
them, while one of the comiracting parties hus
vioJaied them from time to time, in the carnage
ofout womerw and children, avd the rapine of
our frontiers in an extent of four hundred miles ?
it is not too much to say, nor s it snid m the

- L

our people, can at this dav he pointed to which
hive bees bloaching upon the naked earith, and
scattered from the anbucied bodies.of many
who were Yorvvared and muvdered long sinrce the
brst freaty of perce with thai nnfortunate race.
Who does nor know that war puts an end 107all
ireaties hetween-the belligerents, and who does
not know, that there have been repeated wars
aud ravaging incarsions by the Indians, since

W .-
Georgia attempt to ameliocate her .penal code,;

‘

Ay treoiy where the tranquility of Georgia was -

concesned, wnd in which tho faith of the Gen-

etal::Governinn has been pledged to protect
tﬁ*éiu_ wonrn e b sts T Boraside from all these
consider::ons, the 'une  is come when we
5“"}(*”]"“” ‘A373) rip’h't'-‘-. secured 10 Us h}' the
constitwion,  If the Geueeal Government has
bonnd selfto perforam o 2t which will violme

-

a4

tne rorhts of a state, will vt enforce that act, con-
trory (o the remonpst: ace of vhat State 1

Ave: the rights of Geoenin less to be respee-
ted Jhan the suponsed righis of the Indians ¥—
We sav thei the Geperal Government  could

{ make no :rHat}* ,With rhe l_miians, within lhé

|

rine be maintuined, what will be the conse- |

!

limits of Goorgia, other than such as regulated
commerce, and that precisely in the woav the
same objeet was effected amoneg the several
states, anid anv stipulations, either in Treatles

'm‘ Laws beyond this single poinr, are void as

far as Georgiv is conccrned.  And the very
cane before vs proves, as | said before. that the
period has arvived -when the error must be cor-
rected, for we must govern the Iudians or they
will govert us, and ihis is a question that admiis
L of no debate,

Thev are within onr jurisdiction and our ter-
riory, 'nd the Federal Conrt hasso determined.
{Sec 6 Cranch 140.) Ever Judze Jobhaoson
who dissented from the ubove opinion deckired,
to his nsual strong and forcible manueer, than
“:he rizht of jurisdiction s essentially connec-
ted 10, o ither identificd with, the navao]

SuVﬂrEigllI}'. Topart w:ibh 11 s 1o comme. 3
species of political suicide. T fiet 4 power io
prodnce.its own annihilation s an absvdity n
terms.
o » politieal as 1o a pacaea] person.”  We have
never part d with ftto the Gen?l Governnment,

{ much tess 1o the-tndwans, Daes auy «.ne Lel e

that Georgio would ever have entered nov tae
| Un on, sf it had been reguired  of her to uck-
| nowledge the independence of the [ndians,
theneoccopving four-fifths of that verv 1eretios v
whis she bed—conquered from Grear Bovaio
and her Tgdian allies, and which, as 1 have
shown, w;ls{?mnrv o onee refused irt_lm Gen
ersl ‘Governmen: T Impossible! 1f Gerrein
Pwatdenor grant this richt directly 0 the [ndi-
4518, @nd ::-.ill{'.h an pr”f‘r!?;lll} connng fiom them
would have been sopremely ridiculous, surely
no oue can tmagine, and be hopest, with bis un-
derstandine, that she his mdirecily given tao the
General Government the right 10 do this verv
thing, to set them up for thenmiselves, in the very
hesrt of the state 3 -

el
h |

-
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and soften the rigor of cruel and bloody puunish-
meats, if the savages in her very busom, are al-
lowed to tear open the wounds, it has been the
anxious effurt of twenty years te heal,

Government at best is a state of restraint,
ard made for the benefit of the many over ih«
few, and ne one will deny that it s better for
a savage, to be under the goveroment of a civ-
ilized poople, than for the latter (o be subjecie..
to the horrid irregularities of the former, Th.
sime laws that rcvern us, will govern thein,
with no other exceptions than such as their pe-
culiar situation will oatarally require, At all
events they will not be more severe, they will
be treated with humapity.  Their righis have
always been respected by the state gevernment
witness the numbeir of white persons who have
been rigorously prosecuted and punished for 2
violation of their persons apd. property ; Wit-
ness the successfol issue of the case of tfieir re-
serves, than which none-could have met with
more violent opposition—Witness how few of
them have ever been punished by our ceurts.
Have they ever come among us without receiv-
ing our “eady charhy, and kind hospitality 1
The reproaches against Georgia for rhe unjust
treatment of the Indians, to say the least of i,
is undeserved, and could eur Northern brethren
know the truth of this matter, we should have
been spared their.unkind censures.

Itis true they are deprived of many privi-
leges that belong to the citizens, but their con-
dition is precisely the same in the rest of the
states. ‘They huave never been put upon the
same fooling any where, and it is a great act of
insincerity towards (veorgia, and 3 fatal delusion
to the Indians to attempt to inspire such a be-
lief. Aud it cannot be expected that Georgia
will submit to any thing to which other states
have not submitted. It is true we have said
they shall not be witnesses against white men
this 1s a municipal regulation and is entirely of
our own concern ; subject to Bo -other scrutiny
than that which refers to the wisdom of any oth-
er regulation ; we may be censured for our fol-
ly but we usurp no power. The same authori-
ties that exclude slaves, infidels, convicts and
idots, from giving testimony in courts of justice,
on account of a defect of moral principle, can
do the same. thing towards any other class of

spirit of reproach, that the bones of many of | persons, whom they in their judgment may

deem to be labouring under the same disability,’
and we aré answerable to no one but ourselves.
With regard 1o other privileges, the Indians
catinot expect to be.placed upon the same foot-
ing with- our own citizens ; we do not

that to enlighiened foreigners, muach less (o
wandering savages, and I beg to be consiidered
as not using this term here or elsewhere re-
proachifullv. This is a prerogative that be-
longs 1o all governments, and must.be exerciser]
vader thar sound discretion which is supposed
to rest in every well reculnted society.,  Taa:
power i government which prescribes five

the vights of a citizen conld place a limi: of
fitfv vears to the saine privilege, nay they could
deny taltogether, and where is rthe greater in-
Justice in exercising a précisely simpla poves
in ieluiion to 1the Indians, @ people mach less
cntiled .o such a vight, ehher. from moral ‘m-
proprovement or iatelle el elovation. No!
the truth is, whenever they Jaserve it they will

Itis a power as utierly incomounieable |

]

Lt u- exanine some of the consequences of

this duvc.aime. We have o frontier of somothing
like two hundred m;les in length, separaied in
some places, hy.. only.au imueginary line from
the Cherokee nation.  On this line there are
five counties, and four of them by {=y the most
populous of any in the Staie. Besides thisthere

receive it, but thi: must always be lefi, as is
:very other sociilrule, 10 our own best judg
ment, .

A case has been presented, in this state,
wineh serves ro ilusivete the principle of exclu-
sive jarisdicion s contended for in the forego-
M remam ks, Sume vears aco the Indian title
LRI IR 4 13T of he Cherokee nation was exijn-
puished, leaving however in different parts 4
uumbere of fleserves of one mile square, to which
deir futle was not extinguished, and these fell
00 separate orgapizeda counties of the siate,
and we:e occupied by the Indians for whose
henefic they  were: reserved, like very many
sunitar Reserves, in other states. Now will ¥
be con-euded that these Indians and these Re-
servations coustituted independent territories
wiihin the counties where they were sitvaie,
and that the L:ws of 1he state could not extend
imto the:mn? ‘That their inhabitants were be-
youd any contol from state jurisdiciion so long
as thev Kept in thelr vwn bounds, and that with-
i those limis; they might commit what crimes
they pleased 7 [o favour of such a doctrine, |
hutbly conrceive, neo one can be found.

Then what is the difference, between one
[ndian on one nule square and 5000 Indians
cn two hundreed miles, beth beins within the
| sesnowicdped chartered limit, of Georgin 1—-
| 1ius sobjeet considered in refercnce o the firs:
cise 1s perfectly within the comprebension of
e nagrowast capacity, but increase the num-
hers ana enlarge the limits, and a principle, be-
t fore as plain as noonday, vanishes into doubs,
Lond uil i once becomes a question of “very
delicate” specolanon. | |

I cannot conclude without greatly commend-
ing the jorbearante and dignified moderasion
of :he-people of Georgia, under the laie mulu-
plind misalis they have received from various
parts of the Union. Time will dissipate ihe
ervor that lies o1 the foundation of such gratui-
ous vakindness,. Bu! if contrary to all reason-
able hope this just expectation should not be re-
alized, and ous wdversaries abroad, by their
sickly solicitude, should ecnuse an invasion of a
new settled and decided right, they will not
ouly have to contend against the force ofan
undiwided people, but they may find, behind

|

is necessarily much aavelline throngh the ‘na- [ that very moderation and forbearance, which

tion in order to reach the western States
the Cherokee nixtion is erected nio #n inde-
dendent government; what! ensoes 1T—"The cuse
at bar uffords the answer.

white man s éaughre wizhmn the'nm_ion and acco- [10AY
St ¢} {]i a crln]é‘ (Hnd h(_r\" f"“ﬁy to pl‘ﬂf(-"ra Chargﬂ), - R/I-r_ Shaw‘
he is arrested und a most summary trial takes | had refused a

place.  Au Indian officer speedily collects four
or five Indiang, organizes them=:into a couort
without. regard to time or place, far from the
friends or witnesses of the accused, ofien un-
derstundingnothing of theis lan&g_;lge, and in «
few mmoments he' receives the sentence of the
court to be sconrged in the most cyuel manner,
and itis as quickly ecxecuted. And thus the
well emned reputation of a life may in an in-

other delegmed‘ powers ; it has no right to make |stant ‘be biasted._- This kind of treatment too

treaties with Indians residing within the limits of
States, but upon the single subject of commerce,

may extend to the taking of life orlimb, and
this 18 not all, he is subjected to punishment

because *“to regulate commerce with Indian | twice for the same offence, for our laws will
tribes,” is the only power they have in relation i punish citizens for crimes comunitted against

to that people; if any thing nmiore is contended

Indians, and there are now men suffering in the

for it was in vain to have a writfen constitu- | Penitenti»ry on that .very” account, who, when

L

th’:. . )
That no authority. wro
be Tiﬁfltfuffy exercised after it is discovered to

no fully acquired, can

they come out, if caught in the nation, may be
panished again for the same offence. '

The momen: affiss

'ought to leave the nation.

In capnoy he expecrted that such a state of
relinquished by the staies to tire General Gov. ' be unfounded, dad it is to be hoped the Gen- things will be suffered-te. gxist. lo vaio may from the state of Georgin one pariiclc of its jurisdic

’
-

1f| they so much affect to contemn, all the resolu-

tion suited to any @lternative which a graceless
imwusion may provoke. The plea over ruled.
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- From the Athenian.

—1I find a report in circulation ithat I
warreul to Col. Montgomery, the In-
dian Ageut, the obhject of which was to remave cer-
tuin intruders from the Indian lands now engaged
in digging gold ; upon the ground that they were
justified in their conduct. This report is very er-

roneous, and as it i3 calculated to involve many of

our good citizens in diffi.lty, and oocasion them to
commit acts of impropriety, I beg leave to courrect
it through your paper.

On the Girst morning of Iall Court, the agent in-
formed me that a respectable genmleman of that
county, who was concerned in the above business,
had agreed, upon being required to leave the nation,
to submit the matter to my decision, provided I
would issue a warrant, and dyelermine the question
upon the validity of the intercourse law. 1 replied
to the Agent, if he would leave it to .my individual
opinion, I would have no difficulty in saving the
gentleman was wrong, and that he and all others
But T stated ] could
not conscientiously support, or attempt by my of-
ficial acts to carry into effect. any luwr, that took

allow |

vaars 1o aa aliten before he st.ll be entitlod co }
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