WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD.

Williun H. Crawford was born aud bred
m poverty. By persevering study he acquir-
ed an escellent stock of knowledge, although
engaged dwing most of his youthiul years in
agacaltural labour. At aboutthe age of 23 or 26
years, he counnenced thestudy of law, but find-
Tz mis weans iusufiicient to proseeate it, he
hept schoal for seme years in- order to obtain
the peeessary aid, At the age of about thisty
E he entesed on the practice of the legal profes-
!
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sion, avd suse very rapidly to the tirst station
afewivence asa fawyer,  His practice was ve-
iy extensive.  He was soon elected a member
of the Geargia Legislature, and was there held
in such esteem that he was snortly advanced to
the staiinn ul Senator of the United States, In
the year 1412 he was generally considsred as
the most able supporter of Mr. Madison’s ad-
winistsation in the Seuate, and waa leld in
such esteery bv that bodv that he was auani-
mously elected s Peesident.  He was shortly
afier offered the ofiice of Seeictary at Wa,
which he then deelined, but at a subsequent
periad accepted,  He was cent by Madi-|
son as Ambassador to France, and appointed
bv Mr. Monrae, Secretary of the Trewsmy. |
Allthese stations he as filled with i
ed ability, and in the exercise of hi
duties has, in a remarkable degiee, obtained
the respect and esteem of almost every nne
wiio knew him., He wasespecially esteemed by
the Democrats of the mvizinal schoul of *38 as
a firin champion of equal :ights and economy :
and it was probably owing partly 10 this faat
that ke received o strong a democratic sup-
portan the caucus of 1816, In that cancus lie
received a considerable majority over Mr.
Mouroe, of the votes of Renesentatives from
all the States except Virgwia, which State
unned the scale in favor of cur present chief
magstrate,  Mr. Crawford’s  independence
and Jeffersonian principles have proewed him
many po'itical enemirs, who bhave been cease-
less and untiring in their efforts to destroy him.
He has come out {iom theirirdeals tnumphant
and anspotted, while his traducers have been
covered with nfamy and shame,  [ie is sup-
parted in the Piesidentinl contest by the Pa-
triarchs of Demncracy, Jeflaisen, Afadiscn,
Maron, Gallativ and Smith: agda large wa-
jouty of these who have been democrauc memn
sof Congress during thelast 20 years, arc be

lieved to consider him as the most suitable
candidate.  *

There ar¢ two charges brought against Mr.
Crawford which it mny be well b2iz to refute.
The oue is, that he sappoited John Adam-" ad-
munstraticn in the time of the Afien and Se-
dition Laws j the other, that he voted in the
United States’ Senate agaiust the right of suf-
frage. The fust eharge is fonnded upon his
having been one of a committee appointed ata
public meeting at Asgusia in the year 92, to
draft an addsess to the President. i, howev-
er, appears that this meeting was before the
passage of the Alien and Sediuon Laws, that
it connisted of bolh political parties, that its ab-
jectrelated s hully to the aggressions of Fiance,
which both pariies reprobated, that Mr., Craw-
fond, though oo the comwittee, did not draft
the address, aud that he wasthen and has heen
cver since a decided democrat.  "These Cicts
are supported by the certificates of a number of
individuais of the first character in the state of
Genrgin, The certificate of Mr, George Haw-
Kkins, who was Chai. maa of the meeting of 08,
alluded to, and has always been a federalist,
“says that the meeting was * camposcd of young

men of ¢ differant pelilical seatiment ;7 that
"of the commuitee of five to diaft resolutions,
& three were known a3 ilepublicans,” and that
1% {1 has alicays been considercd thai Mr. Craw-
Sord vever belonged 1o the federal parly. and
| uch has ever been my opinion® The centifi-'
aie of Maj. Grarge Moore, a distinguished de-
mocrat of Ge , who settled i the same
conuty with Mr. Crawleré in the year 1798,
| says & My, Crawf rd wasan open Republican,
when T fist kuew hiny and has renamed so
ever sinoe, for aught that ever come to my
knowledge.  * Thieughout the cantest which
repnated in the elevatimn of Mr. Jefierson,
Mr, Crawimd’s sentiments, were openly de-
clared in epposinon to the principles and poliey
of Mr, Adamy’ administiation, aud in favor of
the election of Mr. Jefferson.”  + Fad his Re-
pubhicansin been suspected 1 muct have heard
taf i1 The certificate of Mr. Samuel” Barnet
and Juhn M‘Kinme, two surviving members
of the connmutree aprointed to draft the resoln-
tion fn the aforesaid weetng, the ane of them
a federalist and the other a demacrat, says “Mr
Crawford was not at that period, {July 1798)
nor at any other time since, comidered by
thuse most intimately acquainted with him as
helonging to what was called the federal party.
The meeting in question was attended by buth
parties, probably as much by one as the other.”
The testimony of Mr. Abbot, member of Con-
gress, of Judge Taity, of Mr. Eadly, of Judge!
Clayton and others, is of the same tencur with ;
thiat which we have quoted, |

As tathe chaige of voting against the right
of sutfiage, L arose from the followiog gircuin
stances. 'Thie state of (Georgia ceded a consi-
derable tiact of territory to the United States,
on several conditions, one of which was, that
while it remained a territory, a freehold of 50
acres ar a town lot, should be required to enti |
t'ea person tovote. The ebject of the stateof.
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(Zeorgia, was probubly, to eucourage emigra-
tiow. The law fur the government of tire Mis-
sissippi tesritory, was originally passed in con-
JSormity to this conliacl, ~ Altes a few years, an
alteration in the law was proposed inCongress.
Mr. Cravford, heing a Senator lrom Georgia,
did not feel himself at liberty to vote for a de-
parture fiom the contract which the govein-
~ment ad made with thot state, unless hies con-
sent could be fitst obtained. 1le moved to re-
quire that cousent to the bill, before it should
go into operation 3 and, on this amendment be-
ing rejected, he, with the other Senator from
l(ﬁ;:lmgi:u, voted against the final passage of the
il

Mr. Crawford has been charged with oppo-

sition to the adnumni n of Mr. M It

i3 true that he has been opposed to the expen-

 sive policy which Messrs. Adams, Calhoun

‘and other members of the cabinet wished to
pursue, but has not ber  opposed to that which
his actually been practised,  The democratic
wajority in Congress agreed with My, Craw-
fond in sentiment, and olhged the administra-
tion 1o pursue an economnical course. The
consequence has been, that a resort to loans or
tonew taxes, which would otherwise have been
inevitable, hias been avoided, a large portion of
the pablic debt has been paid off, and a sur-
plus of uine millions of dutlars, remaius in the
Theasury.

On the whole, there is nothing in the accu-
sation agamst Mr, Crawford, which ought to
impair the confidence which the Patriarchs
and Sages of our country have reposed in biny,
ar to present a people jealous of Freedomn aund
Equal Rights, from giving him their suffrages,

awt thus et at noughit the vumanly and anti-
“democratic combinations, which have been
foumed against a gieat and a good man.
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