GREENSBoRO’, Ga. March 14th,1823.
The Hou. Augustin S. Clayton ;

Sig—Having been already referred to
in relation toan address to President A-
dams, by the young men of Augustain
1798, in which Mr. Secretary Crawford
and myself were concerned, 1 feel it my
duty, not only in compliance with your
request, but to prevent misconstruction,
to state briefly the facts concerning it, so
far as it involves political principles.

The general policy of the then French
government towards the United States,
had Leen mainly intended to involve us in
a war with itsenemies. And after vari-
ous and fruitless attempts to accomplish
this object, other plans and most disgrace-
ful schemes were devised which now
seemed as if war was inevitable, In this
situation of things, President Adams, by a
wise and energetic course, preserved our
newirality, and was 2 measure rendering




almost universal satisfaction. Ard it is
well known that addresses from every
 section of onr country, uniting the feelings
of hoth the political parties, were pouring
in to the President, loudly applauding
the firmness and decision of the adminis-
tration,in relation to zhe Eelligerent frowers
of Eurofie.
The young men who composed the
meeting of Augusta were composed of
different political sentiments; and the
committee selected by the chairman to
prepare the address in question, were al-
so so considered, and consisted of Messrs
Wm. H., Crawford, Nathaniel Cocke,
Samuel Barnett, Isham Maleone and John
McKinnie—the-three first of whom were
known as republicans. In making this
choice the chairman was influepced by a
desire that the address should manifest
the feelings of Americans, withoot regard
to the distinction of political parties then
existing. The draft reported by the com-
mittee underwent some trivial and mere-
1y verhal alteratious in general committee.
The trans ction in relation to this address,
was previous to those acts of administra-
tion which d not to be ptable ta
the great body of the American people.
| Viewing things'as I then and now do, ¥

must in candor say, that ¥ cannat eonceive
how any part of the address can be al-
leged as ground for charge of fickleness in

M, Crawford’s political sentiments. For

my pait I have no recollection, nor has
any thing come to my knowledge to induce

a belief that any change has since taken

place. Onthe contrary, that it has al-

ways been idered he never bel d

to what is termed the federal party, and
such has been my opinion.

The original report of the addressby
the committee, together with the Presi-
dent’s answer, having been preserved a-
mong my papers, I do myself the pleasure
to furnish @ copy of each for your peru-
sal, or for publication as you may deem
expedient.

Dr. Abbot has been pleased to refer to
me as a federalist of 1798, and still re-
maining so. Be thisas it may: To use
the language of President Jefferson, it
would scem as if we werenow *“all fed-
eralists, all republicans.””

Feeling now and at all tiines, a_decp
and permanent interest in the welfare of
my beloved country, T have the honor to
be, with sentiments of esteem, your most
obedientserv’tt GEO., WATKINS.

Messrs. Ediwors—In a letter of Dr,
Abbat’s to the editors of the National In-
telligencer, published in their paper of
the 25th February last, I have been ap-
pealed to, among others, to testify con
cemning the political opinions of Mr.
Crawford, the Secretary of the Treasa-
ry. Theabsurdity of the charge of fed-
eralism, as against him at one time, de-
termined me to be silent on the subject—
But reflecting, that its absurdity might
not be as apparent in all parts of the U-
nion, as in this state, I have thought it
better to say what I know upon the sub-
ject.

! I removed to the County of Ogle-
thorpe, in the autumn of the year 1789 —
Mr. Crawfoid settled in the coanty about
the same time,and our acquaintance com-
menced at that period, soon ripened into
an intimaey, which reccived no check un-
til he went into public life as a Senator in
Congress. Mr. Crawford was an open
republican when I first knew him; he
has remained so ever since, for aught that
ever came to my knowledge. It will be
recellected by men as oid as_myself, that
from 1799, to the election of Mr. Jeffer-
son, in 1801, the spint of party was exci-
ted to amost fearful degree, Through-
out the contest, which terminated in the
election of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Crawford’s
seatiments, as far as [ lad opportunities
of wimcssin&eir expression, (and these
were frequent, for he made no secret of
of them) were openly declared in opposi-
tion to the principles and policy of Mr.
Adams® administration, and in favor of
Mr. Jefferson’s clection. He resided in
the same county in which I did, from that
time until his electiofi to the Senate. Had
his republicanism been sust Y must
have heard it ; for within that period, he
was involved in disputes both of a politi-
cal and private nature, in the course of
which, the circumstance of a change in
Jhis political opinjons, had there ever been
one, would not have been passed in si-
lence. I have no recollection of ever
hearing a suggestion of the kind, unti]
since his name has been before the peo-
pleasa Jidate for the Presid
Respectfully, yours,
GEORGE MOORE.




