% The Washinglon ‘Pelegraph of . Tuesdayy
contains a letter of Judge Clayton, of Georgig,
respecting the negotiation which the Executive
of the United States pursued last winter with
the Cherokee delegation in Congress. The:
Judge makes the following statements, about
the acearacy of which wo can give no opi-
nion. R S Tt it R
© “The Administration believed, and had so given
out, that there wonld be no difficulty in procuring
® treaty, aikl public opinion seemed to be settled in
that expectation and gratified at the prospect of
such an issue. The first intimation of a contrary re-
sult, came from the Becrelary of 'War himself, and
that on the evening before.Congress sdjourned. - On
that evening, being Friday, and the day after the
passage of the force bill, Gov. Cass came Lo the Ca-
pital, and sent in for one of the members from Geor-
gin. Hisimessage was delivered to me; Iimmediately
waited upon lim, He commenced by observing,
that he had called to request an interview with the
Georgia representation, at his office, on the next
moraing at 10 o'clock, and- thén suid, the object of
it was to consult us as to the course necessary to be
pursued in relation to the treaty with the Cherokees.
He stated, he considered the Government had been .
trifled with by their delegation; that after giving
every reasonable indication of their intentions to
treat, they had sirangely and. suddenly broken off’
the negotiution. He remarked, that several propo-
sitions had-passed between them from time to time,
and that finally the Indians ssked to know what the
Government would give for their lands, in a round
sum, snd-they would go off on their own * hook,”
as.they expressed it. He said, he replied, two mil-
lions and 4 half of dollaes.  ‘They took time to consi-
der the offer, and on yesterday morning, Thursday,
the siated, they called to enquire,if the President
woull give no more. Ie answered, perhaps the
President would give a liftle more, rather than the
treaty should fuil; they rejoined, that unless he would
give n greal deal more, liere was no use for further
negotiutions.  T'o this remark, which he said sur-
prised lim very much, hie replicd, “ meet me at the
I'resident’s to-morrow morning, Friday, and we will
ascertain what additional sum {he President will
give you.”? ‘T'hey promised to do so, but to his as-
tonishment, they had fuiled, and .had addressed him
a note, requesting to know when it shoull suit the
President 10 admit them 1o tike leave of him. Now,
sxid’he, we huve someideaof offering three millions
for their fand, and § wish to know whether your de-
legation will advise 1the measure, 1 znswered with-
out hesitation, that 7 would—nay, it necessary, he
vught to give ‘more. For though it wis 100 much,
yet it wus a property weought to have hud long ago;
our citizens had, und were daily acquiring it under
x» Iule disposition ot it by the State, were going linto
the possession of it, und a3 we could never consent,
let the eonsequences be W hat they might, to have
that pussession disturbed, 1.did think, for the sake of
peace, and the adjustment of » much vexed and ex-
jtiestion; that thie land could sosroely be pur-

citing'q
ehased 10 dearly.
+ L promised 10 meet him next morning, and ac-
cordingly did so_finding none other of vur delega-
tion there but Judge Wayne, 1repeated what I had
said on tiie evening before, in which Judge Wayne
concurred, and he said he would draw up a written
communication to that effect, and obtain the signa.
tures of the whole representation, which I approved,
und had no doubt it would meet with the similar ap
probation of the rest of thé delegation: Lheard no
more of it, Cungress adjourned next evening, and
the members scparated. 1 slterwards understood
thut three millions of dollars had been offered by
the Government, and that the Indians had proposed
to subimut the offer to & meeting of the nutiongsome
time in this month; if they would agree to-tuke it,
there would be a treaty.” 00 .




