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To the Citizens of Columbia Céunty,
(coscLupEp)

Itis curious, it may beobseryed, that|

almost all the counties this writer has des-
cribed as paupers, or rather as the home of
paupers, are adverse 1o bim in politics; and
these are the very counties which he would
deprive of their equal 1epresentation in the
Ligistature- which they now enjoy under
the Constisutiun, and would give additional
influerce tu¢ériin ather” rich tounties, the
wealth und Politital bearing of a mejority

, of which he is better pleased with. Al

though the staiement of Atticus relative
to the taxes of each county, isa part of the
Report of the Committee won Finance in
1824, as | have shewn above; yet he takes
no notice of the other part_of that Report,
which declares the fourishiog condition of
the Treasury; and which conduct in hum,
was the more uncandid, as the Repunt
described the fiscal affairs of the biate, at
the time it was made, and the statement of
the taxes puid by each counly wus loga
previoas year, Nothing can_be more un.
fair than thus to search back into the taxes
of former yeurs, to shew the present con-
dition of our Finuneps. He would bave
you believe that the Sta'e hus no per-
inanent source of revenue but taxation; but
the time has never been, since ke came It
this,world, when the Government did not
derive nopey from other sources thun tax-
ation, and it will continue to receiv reven-
ue from other sources, long aiter Atticus
and all his writings shall have sunk forever
iu the abyss of oblivion. All that he has
said about the State being in imminent dan-
ger of soun falling into baukruptcy, and the
necesgity there soon will be of 1mposing
rulnous taxes uvpon the people; und all thut
sort.uf cant and cunning, are only elechion
eering scare-crows, which s olfice seek
.er causes to flit incesantly before vur eyes,
the mere abortive spawaing ol his sickly
.imagination irritated into* throes by disap
pointed ambition, and the qualins of polits
cal longings. If what Atlicus has  said,
that the whule of the taxes arc taken 10 pay
the Legislature, Executive, Judiciury,&c
e true, then, it folluws, that not one dollai
3s leftin the Treasury, derived from tazes;
.and of course the gréat amount there must
fuve come from..other soyrces; and. thetes
fore, that the money ta pay Jurors, could
not’ have come from the taxes atall, bul
from funds arising from other ineans of
xevenue; 80 it is plain, that Auticus contra-
dicts himself, when be takes all the taxes,
and more too, to defray the ordinary expen-
ses of Government, und then, In the nest
breath says, the money tp pay Jurors, swould
be taken' {rom these yery tazes. Dut the
Bill did not require the money to be taken
from the taxes, nor.from any other particu-
lar fund, but from the general Treasury;
and as the revenue, derived from taxesiy
for the smaller part of the whole revenue,
it Tollowy,that the smaller purt ofthe money
to pay Jurors, would have come from tax¢s,
and it may be seen by s plein calculatipn
which any one can make, that the amount
‘of money which the Jurors of Columbia
would have received under the Bill, would
Jhave been a great dealmore than the portion
of toxes of Columbia; which would have
been tahen under that Billto pay Jurors, & of
sovursetheadvantage would have been on the
sige of this' county, But 1 witl admit forargu-
sment sake, what Atticus and Mr. Crawlord
say, that the whole of the money which the
Bill required, would have been’ taken from
the taxes of the 24 rich counties; and from
jtheirown statements, prove with_the cers
‘tointy of demonstration, that Columbia
;would have becn benefiyed by the Jury
]S‘III, even Inn pecuniary point of view.—
.The amount of thie tazes of Columbja is

$1,515 00;the whole ameunt of the taxes
oftle z4.>cuumiuf-u 45,387 00; then a
plain divitdn will thew, that Columbia
Pays about one thirtieth of this sum—Aui-
cus says, these 24 counties pay to the
mewbers for the puor counties $12,310
00, of this sum Columbls, to bear her pro-
portional part, must pay one thirticth
which is $410 00, which substracted from
the tax uf Columbia, leaves $1,105 00;
from this take the pay of our own members,
which is $462 00, apd it will leave $243
00—Now 1t would be fair ta rake at least, u
part of thiis sum, to support Government;
but if we gllow that, all the tazes of Colum.
bia that isileft after paying her part to the
members of the Legislature, would have
been taken by the Bill to ph{ Jurors; it s
plain that Columbia wpuld have received
niore under that Bill, than she would hiave
paid; that is, she would have paid $243 00,
and would have received $288 00, that
being the amount apportioned to ber by the
Bill, which is $45 00'more than she would
have paid; would this have been appressive
to Columbia ?

Althoygh Atticus is contradicted by offi-
ial dcords, and the mere comparison of !
majernents with each other, proves
them wrong, ifthere is truth in figures, and
ifaxioms are not false; yet, I do pot flatter
yysell, that ‘every one who reads,will yield
amsentto the preof. ‘There are men who
choose to fook thiough jaundiced dyes, and
thereforé will not see subjects In their true
light~~men who will cling to errors when
they are shewn in their own nakedness,
rather than embrace trath, when itis offer-
ed to their bosoms in its owa loveliness.—
I will advert to one subject more, which
Atticus has advanced; but I shalt be com-
pelled to treat it bri: fly, as this address has
already extended toa length greater then
was intended ;—He says 411 is & eniversal
principle, upon which representative re.
publics are founded and especielly our own,
at the farmation of our Constitution, that

p ion should be regulated.by taza-
tioh @nd population”—-what Coastitution
does he mean ?  He must ullude tp thet of

Georgia, of that of the United Stafes—nei
ther of these contains any such principle
aslie asserts: so far_from it, both of these
Canstitutl pressly declare thatit
ber of Representatives shall be regulated by
ihe number of inbabitants alone; that a
given number of people shall havea given
number'of Representatives without the re.
motest regard to the tazes they pay.—
"T'his principle of regulating representation
by the amount of wealil, would do for the
owners of Bank Stock, when money alone
is at stake; but ought the Constitdtionof a
Republic ta be formed on_the sarav princi-
pleasa Bank chaiter? [t is envugh if the
faws protect property,  Itis an old maz-
i, that wealth is power. It always gives
its uwner as much influence as ft vught to
give,and any additional influence given it
by law, is 50 much tyrenny upon the less
wealihy, It property ought to bave some
influence in Government, it alréady has i,
to as greatan extent s it ought tq have.—
The tollowing sentence from ‘tha Federal-
ist, written by Hamilton, Jay,and Madison,
on the Federal Constitution cohveys my
meaning: “If thelaw ajlows #n opulent
citizen but & single vote in the choice of tus
Representative, the respect and conse
quence which he derives trom his fortunate
sttvation, very fiequently guides the votes
otothers to the objects ol his choice; and
through this imperceptible channel, the
rights of property aje conveyed into the
public representation.” :

Atticus may attempt to disguise the ob-
ject of his doctrine, but still itis the doc-
trine of Aristocracy. Itis_notto be sup-
posed that those who entestain wuch prin.
ciples, will openly acknowledge ghe con-
sequence of carrying them into practice.—
Itis nat any open attack upon their liber-
ties the people have to fear, but fnsiduous
«pproaches. Perhaps the race of man
had not fallen, if its great enemy had been
spen and undisguised; but he Tame notin
his Gwn char icter, but with dissimulation,
tempted eventhe Angel-guarded mother of
mankind, to become dissatisfied with the
government of Heaven, and to’ make a
1ash experiment, und thereby involye her-
«elfand posterity i4 one common-‘kalamity.
1fyou suffer yourgglves 1o be tempted to
become dissatisfied” with this pert of our
Canstitution, guaranteeing to you an equal-
1y in the elective franchise; and fo make a
rash experiment by adopling a new princi-
pley the principle of vegulating representa-
tion by wealth, you may’ thereby involve
yourselves and posterity” in a political ruin,
not less damning in this life, then was the
moral catastrophe in thecAzDEN of EpEN ]|
WARR!




