FOR THE_AUGLITA CHRONICLE,
To the Cuizens of olumbin County.

A cevtam very ctlicious geatlenian coficd
“Ateus,” whose lucubrations have, for
sometime past, adoraed that searrilous and
defamatory paper, the Centinel, pablihed
At Athens, having exhausted all the stor of
nensense and viuperatioa that be bhas been
vouning forth agaiust the general govern=
ment, has huely thuught proper, by way
variety, to publh a piece tor your special
use, doubtless with a hope of uidwg you in
makinga judiciens selection of m 0 capas
ble of representing sou, at thie next genezal
election. This very obligg gentleamian,
knowiug that the paper in which his pno-
lications Liave heretolore been made had
but very hed eircalation in this covaty,
s been 50 extremely kind s to cancen
numbsgr of haadbills 1o br sruck off, whiel
his friends, for whose use and brot f. ihey
were iutended, are circulating thinylr che
county, and endeavoring to turp b th ¢
own account.  This man Auticus, (uki 3
Algustin 8. Clayton,) a late_unsuccessful
candidate for the office of Judge of the
Western Circuit, would have been ver.
kind to you, and placed you under lasting
abligation to him, had he confined himself
siiictly to the truth, and made nu states
ments bul such as were susceptible of
proof.  But to absnlve you samewhat from
the weight of ubligation under which he
has placed you, we have thought proper to
expose this tissue of misrepresentation, by
showing that most of his statements are at
vanance with the tact, and positively false 3
and opeyt we succeed in this to your sae
tistaction, you will anard bim the merited
aueed of ublug. y, and udvise him, when be
uext voloateers his services to a county of
which he s oot an inhabitant, and with
whose citizens he is litevally unacquuinted,
to maintaim something like a decent show
of veracity anong strangers, however lighte
Iy be muay vegard that virlug where he is
Kunown,

"The first of liis staternents that we shall
natice is, where he says, “It is an univeisal
principle upon which represensative reputis
licsaie founded, and especially our own,
at the formation of vur Constitution, that
Tepresentation shool i be regulated by thxe
nton and population.” 1T this principle
can be found embod:ed in our Constitution,
we confess it has escaped our observation.
For the rruth of this new doctrine of “Attis
cus,” we would invite you to examine, ats
tentively, the Constitution of nur state ~—
According to this new principle of repre«
sentation by tazation, the county of Chate
ham, which pays a greater tax ($19 990
28) than the aggregate amouat (19,727 41)
received fom the counties of Columbia,
Elbert, Jasper, Jones, and Putnam, and
with a population far inferior to either of
thethree last, would be entitled to as many
niembers of the Legislature as the whole
five, 'This principle should be resisted by
every friend of “equal rights,” as oppres
sive and aristocratical,  Indeed, to admit
the validity «of this prinesple would be to
measore the righis of every man by his
wialth—that the purse shauli be repre-
swnted, Instead of the individual, and lands,
3 ink stoch, houses & Jots, should be repres
semed, instend of its owner, Tins doctrine
coming from the sovrce it does, has not sure
prised us—knowing you as we do, we nre
convmerd it will not avail them We
wanld respectfally ask, if there is vot
estublished 8 wise and jast equalization of
taxation in she respeetive counties throughs
aut the state?  Does nat the poorest coune
ty in the stale pay atax in propontion to
Rer property, und is not this tax 4s burthen-
some as that paid by the most wealthy
county? Is mot the poll tax paid by tha
poor mar as oppressiveon him a3 that paid
by the most wealthy lordling ?  Cerrainly~
itis, This principleof representation is ude
dressed 1o yon by “Atticus,” because you
live in Colambia, ane of the “rich coune
ties,”? but you will perceive its adaprion
would operate much more stringly against
you than for you  Beside the instance ale
ready given yau, the county of Richmond,
with s population less than yaur own, pnys
a tax neatly four times as grear, and of
course would. be entitled to a proportiona-
ble iucrease uf representation——whereas,
fier representation, as now regulated Ly
populationy is the same as youruwn  In
addition to the two examples abave enume=
rated there are nine Silier counties, (“of the
21 rich coumles,”]l some with less and
others with somewhat larger population,
which pay more tax than Columbia, (a3
you will see by the showing of Atticus,)
#nd would, consequently, he entitled to an
increased 1epreseptation, according to this
principle  This plan of Alicus, so far
from equalizing the representation would
have the very contrary effect. It would bo
placing the ‘weight of representation in o,
few cnunties, rich jn point of wealth, but
comparativi ly poor in pupulation, ta the ex«
clusion of a large number of counties, small
in wealth, hut large in_population.

We would ask *Atticos” and his friends
in this county, who so cheerfully subscribed
to, and as industriousy promulgated, this
doctrine, If the state was invaded, would
the militla tiom the respective counties be
fuenished in the ratio of their taxstion 6r
population? ‘This has already bren sne
swered us—by populatida, Hence it wp=
pears, tellow-citizens, that the poor oI our
vouniry, who fight cur battlesiard tontri-
Dbute their equ,
suppert of gusernmeut, are to be' denied
therr most wvaluable privilege—tho. right

&

propostion of taxes for tha




r{ representation. This we conceive the'
nost Jungerous doctiine that ever hus been'!
Vearopagated in nur con itry—it is entirely |
hversive «f equal rights, and destructive
woar tepublican princy 1t would be
o annilitate thoee inkerent and uialiena-
sle rights of man, secured to us by the
blood of our revolstionary fathers, and
irender even that much boasted name of|
{hiberty n mere empry sound,  Such a ctate
{of things ought not to exist—it should be
{deprrcated by every Wi-nid of good govern-
i eat and our republican institutions,
Vhat there is some inequality in the re-
presentati m of the different counties, we
hise no doubr, and we wanld be extremely
e sirous ta'see it <o regulated that the po-
polation of the respective counties would
i

a joint dnterest in this Tast smount, derived
enturly hom egtiingic sources? T are
ue oppostely would be the height of abe
surdity =i’ would be to establish a prinei.
ple, that we believe even the soplustical
@ Anicus™ would blush to avow.

“Lhe pablic justice of the country is a
matter 10 which we acs all equally con
cernwl; and 1 a juror setvesas such, he
renuers as good services as thesoldier who
fights our batdes, or any other public ser-,
vant, Mlence it would seem that juiors
must not b+ paid wt all, or pad from the
public Treasury.

We would make only one aher remark
in conclunion, as Alticus haswarned you
ta beware, how you “ (e yourselves ton
mere man, a periect stranger—handeof|

1

l‘ be mare equally rep Une of your
representatives has drawn up more than
*one plan to temedy this evit, but the dufi-
culties that presented themselves have e

) s to a party, and like o wear

he nam=of their master,”” &c. We would

§rinhim arost eartily in'thiy finark, and

say to you, heware how you eredit the bure,
dy and 1!

>

therto preseatvd their adoptinn. ¢ mast
be the work of Ume 3 but we have no daebt
the evil will be eventually corrected.  But
against the principle that taxation should
be the rile ol representation, we Lope the
1 people of Columbia will always most so-
Y Tewmly protest.

“Tlie neat ecror in point of fact, is, where
L Auicas says, an attempt was made by the
¥ “lust Legrstature to compensate Grand and

Penr Jurars ' This statement we pio-
nounce positively fulse, and by a referrnce
{ 1o the Jaurnals of the House of Represen-
tatives, the chaige will be supported, und
it 0ill be sven that the atte s made
only to pay Petit Jurors.  ‘This toct being
established, it is evident thatthe conclusion
desived from these false prens ses 15 alss)
false, and the labored caleulation of the ex
Pruses tncidentto a session of e Coutts,
dihirre Bailiffs uud twenty Grand Jurors,”,
fs also incorrect,

e next statement of Atticos we are
Preparrd to dispiove, 13, that, beside the
tuars paid by the diferent counties,  there
§s but one oilier resource of government,
and that is the precationy and fliciuat ng
jncome on Bauk Stuch” Now, 1f yuu
will look at the journals of the [uuse ot
Represeutatives, page 270, you will find
Scwding 10 the Compiiolier Graeral's
zeputt, that the whole Tesources of the
S'ate for the pilmicsl year 1825, was
$365.082 75 1-2;0f this sum §167,442
W d eived from Lhe general county tax
and unvidends on DBank stoch, leaving a
balance receited trom other sources un
huawn to the sapent and insidinus Atti-
Cusy o1 §203,140 5 tns last sum is 11,950
m e than the whole eapenses ordinary
@nd estraordinary of the state, ulthpig’s
the exira session of dhe Legnlatute cccurs
ed that year. The total eapense ol thn
state for the polincsl vear 1823, wav
£191.160 80,* which sum subtracted from
$003,552 75, (the whule resautces of the
stote for that year) fenves o balance 1n fae
» wour of the siat of 174421 93, vex-
t P owurd on the SLt ot Uetobery ThES—

'

ported, p

of amee man—a stranger—tle busy &
gent ol a party—that very frw of you
know, and who on"his first intraduction 10
you has given you such a striking proof of
his posers of palpable musreprisentation
sud postine falsehood.  Such @ riere man
uch @ stranger—such a_pa-tizan is
“ Amews.” A COLUMEBLAN,

Add (o this £395,9%5 55 1-2, the balance
Femaining in the [ietsuey on the Sist ol
October, 1824, and it will make the sam ot
Q772,407 48 1 2, remaining 1n the Trea
sury, unippropiiated, on the 115t of Octo
ber, 1525, Altcus’ statement that * theis
i3 but $10,000 of the taxes left, "afler pay
Sop the Legistatare,” to the contiory unot
withstanding.

The next fact, sssumed by € Atticus,” 1y
S ghat it the 24 countes were disposed o
pay gorors, they actaally have nut the
nieans to do it.”” This statement we pro-
novnce equilly onfounded as the fuimer.
Y 0 have alreads seen, that after defr 1y g
the cxpenses ot the political year 1825,
s hada cash balance on hand of $772,
407,48 12, Nus, this supy vested in
some prod ictive stoch, Say at 5 per cent,|
w wld pr duce tothe state nmnml‘l} $83,
620854 'Lhis sum, which would only be
the mnterest on the surplus tund lying in the

Treasury unmployed, would defray the
expense of Jutors and B ghils, even ac-
¢ cong to the statement ‘of Atucus, ol
& -200, Sowell convinced have the Le-
L1 been of the prosperous situation

© t finances of the state, that for the
Liwt 1ae w saions ey have (67t one bl of
th ¢ ooal s, the several counties, to
Cbe rcwd tecrunty jurposes, This Lrge
som v tue Lo wty v i1 be by i
e1 soed by enlbenn from ton o due for
U e wale ot frond ng, tonn lop? &e belong
Pt s the statey aind §m other gesouices

th will sonn b nvad bl

Tise sm v gt by the Bili far
the ean - s ¢ o Pett Juors was
& <1 il ndeed than die are
a ws ot that weasure thought was,

1o,y but en consultation wih a number,
of members, the maver of the Bitl thought
1 asfe o inserd no highed sum, if he wishs!
ed 1o posx it—Lie therelure determined (o
pass il possible with that sum, #nd trast
to tie for D8 enlargensent, Buty it 1 bad
Deen even o uble e wte you will
sec by the foregaing revien of o el
affurs, thatit could bave Leen pard with-
out the shghiest incor venience,  1t1s how.
ever statedd N at th j sors naght tu be pand
Ly comtes —To this theie are two vhe
Jecuuns ==Furst, if there pre as many
counties in the stute unable' to pay their
members of the Lepisliture, as 13 teprs
sented by ¢ Atticus,” it would be anerly
impassible to pass such a lawetos the ** 41
pour counties,” (it there be thit many,
wonld alwuys be able to detrat itin l{n
Se udlv-—andlllw they wopld do s0, there
can be no ddubt—7or foolish 1n the ex
treme would thase counues bey 10 unders
tohe to pesform that they ere nttedly unae
b et dumato pay that they had not.  Se-
coudly ; the inceme of the state (or ihe
greater part of it) arises, not from the gen.
eral county tax, but from other sousces o
revenue in which all purts of the state are
Jaintly interested, and_each county shuulyl
equully partaipate  Out of the sum ol
$305,582 73, reciived (in the Treasury
Goring Whe last potitical year, ouly $100,
042 10, wus denived fram 1lie gene, sl coun

1, and pf which sum wecording to
& Auicus,” the % 11 poor counnes” paiat
211,138 00—l balauce vl §245,6i0 63
3 reeivid from cther sond s Wil 1
e contended, (hat the 41 cvunties Lavenn




